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FATHER  AND  MOTHER,  JACOI3  FREDERICK 
AND  CHRISTIANA  STAHL. 


Friends  and  relatives  last  Sun¬ 
day  gathered  at  the  Reformed 
church  here  to  pay  their  respects 
to  the  remains  of  Mrs.  Vern  Stahl 
of  Huntington  who  died  there  last 
Thursday  evening.  Mrs.  Stahl’s 
maiden  name  was  Rose  Oastleman 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jacob  Castleman.  Her  fath¬ 
er  has  been  dead  six  or  seven 
years.  Her  mother  has  since  mar¬ 
ried  J.  0.  Ginther.  A  husband,  a 
9mall  sou  and  a  host  of  relatives 
are  left  to  mourn  her  death.  Rev. 
Michael  of  Culver  preached  the  fu¬ 
neral  services,  assisted  by  the  la 
dies  of  the  Culver  Reformed  churoh 
choir.  Many  beautiful  llowers 
were  brought  as  a  last  tribute  to 
Mrs.  Stahl.  Her  many  friends  ex 
tend  their  sympathies  to  the  be¬ 
reaved  relatives. 


JACOB  FREDERICK  STAHL  FAMILY 
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IN  1852,  A.  D. 


Contents 


, x .  .  •  Page 

Divisions 

I  Prologue  . 

II  The  Stahl  Family  Ancestry  . 

III  The  Gehring  Family  Ancestry .  l9 

IV  Jacob  Frederick  and  Christiana  (Gehring)  Stahl  ....  21 

V  Children  of  Jacob  Frederick  and  His  Wife, 

Christiana  Stahl  . .  51 

VI  Lewis  Frederick  Stahl,  Family  .  57 

VII  Regina  Barbara  (Stahl)  Zechiel,  Family  .  67 

VIII  Charles  Henry  Stahl,  Family  .  81 

IX  Sophia  Margeretha  (Stahl)  Zechiel,  Family  .  89 

X  Louisa  Christiana  (Stahl)  Zechiel,  Family  .  99 

XI  Infant  Brother  .  112 

XII  Jacob  Peter  Stahl,  Family  .  n5 

XIII  Valuable  Correspondence  .  129 

XIV  End  of  the  Family  Trail  .  n8 

XV  Notes  and  Observations  .  09 


Illustrations 


Frontispiece— J  acob 


Frederick 


and 


Christiana  Stahl 


Gasthaus  Sonne  . 

Home  of  Grandfather  and  Grandmother  Stall  1 

Family  Home  of  Father  and  Mother  Stahl  . 

Zion  Reformed  Church,  The  Family  Church  — . 
Kaley  Schoolhouse,  the  Schoolhouse  Church  - 
Grandmother  Stahl  at  So . 


Gech ingen,  Mother’s  place  of  Nativity  . - . 

Lewis  Frederick  and  Anna  Catherine  Stahl  . 

Jacob  Henry  and  Regina  Barbara  Zechiel  . 

Charles  Henry  and  Charity  Stahl  . 

William  Gottlieb  and  Sophia  Margeretha  Zechiel 

Louis  Christian  and  Louisa  Christiana  Zechiel  . 

Jacob  Peter  and  Clara  Stahl . - . 

Father’s  School  House  in  Oostclshcim  . 

Mother’s  School  House  in  Gechingen  . 


4 

12 

18 

28 

3b 

36 

40 
4b 
5b 
66 
80 
88 
98 
1 14 

128 

12S 


THE  STAHL  FAMILY— PUOLOr.  UK 


PROLOGUE. 


It  was  on  a  bright  October  day,  tlu*  ioth  of  the  month, 
in  the  year  1900,  A.  ]).,  the  C  entury  year,  while  on  a  visit 
to  the  old  homestead  and  Mother,  that  the  writer  of  this  book 
made  some  inquiries  concerning  tlu'  Family  Tree  with  its 
twin  roots — the  Stahl  root  and  the  Gehring  root —  from 
which  our  immediate'  family  took  its  rise'. 


Mother  Stahl  seemed  greatly  pleased  that  some  one 
should  show  sufficient  interest  to  seek  after  such  information 
as  might  lead  to  the  perpetuation  of  the  family  name,  and 
the  ideals  for  which  that  family  had  stood  and  lived. 

Accordingly,  slu'  gave  such  data  as  a -well  preserved 
though  meager  record  could  supply,  with  such  supplemental 
knowledge'  as  her  keen  memory  had  treasured  through  the 
years.  These  data  have  been  corroborated  and  augmented 
by  other  “kith  and  kin,”  especially  by  the  splendid  con¬ 
tributions  from  tlu'  representatives  of  the'  several  family 
groups,  the  chilelren  of  Father  anel  Mother  Stahl,  and  have 
thus  become  the  basis  lor  the1  genealogical  anel  biographical 
facts  herewith  presented. 

Among  these  supplemental  elata  there  is  alse>  a  free  traii- 
scriptiem  from  certain  re*corels  kept  in  the'  C'hure  h  at  Oestels- 
heim,  a  village  in  the'  state'  e>f  Germany.  Fe>r  this  the*  His¬ 
torian  is  especially  inelebted  to  the  Fasten'  e>f  the'  Church,  the' 
Re'verenel  Mr.  Grunelge'iger,  per  kindness  of  our  own  Otto 
J.  Stahl,  during  his  recent  se>journ  in  Europe  and  his  visits  to 
the  places  of  the  nativity  of  our  hone>rcel  ancestors.  This 
transcript  will  be  given  under  the  caption  of  FAMILY  AN¬ 
CESTRY. 


In  presenting  this  rccenel,  for  it  has  not  as  yet  become, 
full-born  family  history,  the*  writer  elesires  to  express  his  ap¬ 
preciation  anel  thanks  to  any  and  all  who  have  contributed 
aught  tej  the  cause  in  which  we  are  all  more  e>r  less  interesteel. 
The  genealogical  table  may  not  be'  the  best  in  form  but  will, 
hopefully,  serve  our  purpose  until  a  more  suitable  one  shall 
be  devised. 
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Personally,  the  writer  is  happy  in  his  privilege  of  con¬ 
tributing  in  this  small  way  something  tangible  to  our  large 
and  expanding  “freundschaft”  —  relationship  —  under  the 
name  of  the  Stahl  Family,  lie  is  pleased  that  a  beginning  of 
unfolding  history  has  been  made,  which  in  time  and  in  the 
hands  of  a  more  fluent  writer  will  ultimate  in  such  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  facts  as  shall  inspire  the  members  of  this  household 
especially  the  “buds  of  promise,”  those  top-most  twigs  in  the 
family  tree,  unto  the  loftiest  ideals  unto  which  a  family  is 
called  when  God  declares,  “God  setteth  the  solitary  in  fam¬ 
ilies”:  yea,  unto  those  things  which  are  purest  and  noblest  in 
the  life  of  the  race. 

FACT  AND  TRADITION. 


The  Stahl  family,  so  far  as  it  concerns  us  here,  is  native 
in  Germany.  A  tradition  has  had  it  that  the  original  stock 
of  Stahls  came  from  Hungary.  This  tradition  your  Historian 
will  not  attempt  to  confirm  or  deny.  We  have  proceeded 
with  our  task  with  such  data  only,  as  bear  the  marks  of  the 
credibility  of  fact.  Hence  we  say,  and  with  this  word  we 
close, 

Traditions  may  arise,  abide  awhile  and  disappear; 

Only  the  facts  we  know  and  trust,  are  written  here. 

Respectfu  1 1  y  subm i tted, 

Your  Kinsman  and  Friend, 


Dayton,  Ohio. 

August  io,  1924,  A.  D. 


JACOB  PETER  STAHL. 


Rage  Ten 


“This  also,  that  I  live,  1  consider 
the  gift  of  God.” 


—Ovid. 


G  ASTI  I A  US'  SONNE 

BUILT  BY  (i KAN  1)1 'ATI  IKK  JOHN  JACOB  STAHL 
HOME  OF  JACOB  FREDERICK  STAHL 
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THE  STAHL  FAMILY-ANCESTRY 


One,  JOHN  JACOB  STAHL  and  his  wife,  K  ATI  I  ERIN  A 
MAGDALINA  GEHRING,  are  the  immediate  ancestors  or 
parents  of  Jacob  Frederick  Stahl,  our  Father,  whose  life  to¬ 
gether  with  that  of  his  faithful  wife  and  helpmeet  is  about 
to  be  delineated  in  those  pages. 

Spread  upon  the  Record  of  the  Church  of  Oestelsheim,  a 
village  in  the  state  of  Wuertemborg,  Germany,  are  certain 
valuable  data  concerning  this  interesting  family  from  which 
a  verified  transcription  is  herewith  presented. 


THE  TRANSCRIPTION 

Coelestine  Jnlm  Stahl.  'This  Record  includes  the  name 
of  one,  Coelestine  John  Stahl,  who  is  of  the  fifth  generation 
preceding  that  of  our  Grandfather,  John  Jacob  Stahl,  and 
thus  is  the  earliest  Stahl  ancestor  we  know.  This  man  was 
an  alderman  in  the  community  of  Monnekam  when'  this 
family  lived.  Doubtless  more  definite  information  concern¬ 
ing  this  family  might  bo  obtained  if  inquiry  were  made 
through  the  Community  records  of  Monnekam;  but  such  in¬ 
quiry  was  not  made,  the  historian  having  deemed  the*  data 
at  hand  sufficient  for  our  present  need  in  preparing  this 
family  history.  Following  this  genealogical  trail  we  have 
next  in  order — 

John  Michael  Stahl,  Citizen  and  farmer,  lie*  was  born 
February  9,  1679.  There  is  no  record  of  his  death,  lie  was 
married  in  1709  to  Agathe  Hang,  daughter  of  a  Doc  tor,  Coe¬ 
lestine  Jacob  Hang.  Agathe  was  born  on  tlu*  10th  ot  April  in 
the  year  1681.  No  further  data  are  given  concerning  this  an¬ 
cestral  pair. 

John  Jacob  Stahl,  Magistrate  and  farmer  was  born  Jan¬ 
uary  3,  1716.  He  died  in  the  year  1794  aged  78  years.  He  was 
married  to  Anna  Katherine  Schnaufer,  daughter  of  one, 
George  Schnaufer,  a  magistrate  and  wagon-maker  by  trade. 
Anna  Katherine  was  born  in  the  year  1719.  No  further  data 
are  given. 
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John  George  Stahl,  was  born  October  7,  1743,  and  died 
July  29,  1822,  aged  78  years.  In  marital  bonds  with  one, 
Margareta  I  lofmayer,  who  was  born  September  29,  1739,  and 
died  February  4,  1809,  aged  70  years.  No  mention  of  the 
family  occupation. 

AT  THE  FAMILY  DOOR 

The  transcript  closes  with  the  name  of  our  own  Grandfather, 
the  venerable  and  honored  John  Jacob  Stahl,  whose  bi¬ 
ography  is  herewith  presented  in  merest  paragrapn,  due  to 
meager  data. 


THE  PARENT  TREE 

John  Jacob  Stahl.  As  per  record,  John  Jacob  Stahl,  was 
a  citizen  and  farmer,  in  Oestelsheim,  near  Calw,  of  the  State 
of  Wiiertemberg,  Germany.  He  is  also  mentioned  as  “Son- 
nenwirth,”  that  is,  Taverner.  He  was  born  on  the  first  day  of 
April,  1774,  A.  1).,  and  died  November  5,  1842;  aged  78  years, 
7  months  and  4  days. 

He  was  married  to  Katherina  Magdalina  Gehring,  in  the 
year  1797.  Katherina  was  born  April  4,  1779  and  died  1  )e- 
cember  19,  1840;  aged  61  years,  8  months  and  15  days.  It  will 
be  noted  by  this  record  that  our  grand-forebears  were  born 
about  the  decade  of  the  Declaration  of  our  American  Inde¬ 
pendence,  a  date  of  easy  memory. 

This  ancestral  pair  were  blest  with  a  family  of  seven 
children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely:  Sarah,  1  lenrv, 
Louisa,  John,  Karl,  Jacob  Frederick  and  Ludwig.  All  lived 
unto  maturity  of  years.  Concerning  this  large  family  of 
children  this  bit  of  information  is  left  us  which  we  hereby 
present. 

Sarah,  the  first  born,  made  her  advent  into  this  world 
December  31,  1800  A.  I).,  in  the  village  of  Oestelsheim.  She 
was  married  to  one,  Peter  Stahl,  a  cousin  and  thus  never 
changed  her  family  name.  Her  husband  was  a  farmer.  They 
reared  one  son  and  two  daughters,  namely  Heinrich,  Sarah 
and  Louisa.  Sarah,  the  mother  died  March  8,  1862. 

Henry,  first  born  son,  was  born  in  the  year  1807.  lit*  died 
in  the  year  1872.  He  was  married  to  Magdalina  Hang.  Two 
sons  were  born  to  them  and  two  daughters;  one'  daughter 
died  at  the  age  of  seven  years.  The  surviving  daughter  was 
Magdalina;  the  names  of  the  two  sons  are  not  known  to  us. 
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Henry’s  occupation  was  that  of  his  father  before  him,  an 
Inn-keeper. 

Louisa,  was  born  January  9,  1810,  and  died  in  the  year 
1881.  She  also  married  a  cousin,  a  Michael  Gehring,  whose 
trade  was  that  of  wagon-maker.  They  reared  one  daughtei 
whom  they  named  Margaretha. 

John,  was  born  January  1,  1815,  and  died  January  4,  1SS9 
Ilis  occupation  was  that  of  baker.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
with  one,  a  Schmidt.  The  fruits  of  this  union  were  three 
sons  and  one  daughter,  namely,  John  Jacob,  Charles  Henry, 
Jacob  Frederick  and  Magdalina. 

Note:  It  was  Charles  Henry  and  Jacob  Frederick,  who 
came  to  this  country  sometime  in  the  early  seventies.  They 
married  wives  and  left  some  children.  Charles  married  our 
own  cousin,  Regina  Graeber.  Five  children  were  born  to 
them,  of  whom  only  one  son  is  living,  Adolph  Stahl,  of  Col¬ 
umbia  City,  Indiana.  Frederick  Stahl,  seems  never  to  have 
come  farther  west  than  New  York  City,  where  Ik*  married 
a  woman  whose  family  history  in  unknown  to  us.  They  had 
two  children,  Charles  Stahl  and  Louisa  B.  Stahl,  of  whom 
we  have  no  further  data.  Both  the  brothers  have  died  as  also 
the  wife  of  Charles  Henry.  Later  investigation  may  reveal  the 
whereabouts  of  the  widow  of  Frederick  and  their  children. 

Karl,  was  born  May  21,  1817,  and  died  December  6,  1903. 
He  was  married  to  Anna  Maria  Gehring,  sister  of  our  own 
Mother,  Christiana  Gehring'.  Two  infant  sons  died.  They 
reared  six  daughters,  of  whom  one  was  Christiana  and  one 
Fredericka.  These  two  came  to  America,  remaining  for  a 
number  of  years  and  then  passed  from  among  us,  C  hristiana 
marrying  a  man  from  the  far  West,  whither  she  went  to  live; 
but  soon  after  this  she  closed  her  earthly  pilgrimage  and 
passed  into  the  great  beyond.  Fredericka  returned  again  to 
the  land  of  her  nativity  where  she  still  lives  according  to  the 
most  recent  accounts. 

Ludwig,  youngest  member  of  this  family  group,  was 
born  in  the  year  1821,  and  died  in  the  year  1881,  at  the  age 
of  sixty  years. 

(We  accord  him  this  advanced  place  in  this  family  line, 
in  order  that  without  interruption  we  may  tract'  the  life  story 
of  our  Father  when  that  story  is  taken  into  review*.) 

Ludwig  was  married  to  Regina  Barbara  Boettinger.  To 
them  were  born  one  son  and  two  daughters,  namely  Gottlieb, 


Page  Fifteen 


THE  STAHL  FAMILY  HISTORY 


Christiana  and  Sophia.  Further  data  are  not  available,  and 
so  wo  close  this  narrative  of  the  immediate  family  of  our 
beloved  Father,  reserving  a  brief  space  for  the  ancestral  line 
of  our  beloved  Mother,  of  the  Cehring  root,  of  which  she  was 
a  worthy  and  fruitful  branch. 
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“Whatever  will  make  11s  better  and 
happier  God  has  placed  either 
openly  before  us,  or  very  close  to 
us.” 


Seneca. 


HOME  OF  GRANDFATHER  AND  GRANDMOTHER 
STAHL  IN  GEO  I  INGEN. 

(THE  GEURING  HOME) 
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THE  GEHRING  FAMILY— ANCESTRY 

Great-Grandfather,  Bernhardt  Gehring,  and  Gre 
Grandmother,  Barbara,  (Zech)  Gehring,  were  residents  in 
the  humble  village  of  Gechingen,  Germany.  1 1  is  occupation 
was  that  of  stocking-weaver.  Of  the  time  of  the  births  of 
this  honored  pair  we  have  no  exact  knowledge,  neither  is  our 
knowledge  extensive  as  to  the  general  character  of  the  home 
life. 


Bernhardt  Gehring  died  of  palsy  at  the  age  of  about  87 
years.  Of  the  death  of  his  wife  or  of  the  extent  of  her  years 
we  have  no  statement  left  us.  They  belonged  to  the  humble 
citizenry  of  the  community  in  which  they  lived.  In  matters 
of  religion,  they  were  Pietistically  inclined,  belonging,  how¬ 
ever,  to  the  Lutheran  Household  of  Faith. 

Grand-father,  John  George  Gehring,  was  born  in  Gcch- 
ingen,  on  the  25th  of  July,  1779.  1 1  i s  death,  like  that  of  his 

father,  was  of  palsy  and  occured  on  November  4th,  1851,  at 
the  age  of  72  years.  Like  his  father,  his  occupation  was  that 
of  stocking-weaver. 

Grand-mother,  Anna  Margaretha  (Breitling)  Gehring, 
was  born  April  the  nth,  1786;  and  died  of  dropsy  of  the  heart, 
February  14th,  1850,  at  the  age  of  (>4  years. 

This  family  was  blest  with  the  gift  of  one  son  and  four 
daughters,  namely,  Sophia  Magdalena,  Regina  Margeretha 
Ludwig  Bernhardt,  Anna  Maria,  and  Christiana,  our  fond 
Mother. 

In  sequence  we  have  made  these  observations  as  back¬ 
ground  and  atmosphere  in  which  our  Mother  was  brought  up 
and  prepared  for  the  tasks  of  life  that  were  before  her. 

Sophia  Magdaline,  was  born  August  21,  1807;  died  Sep¬ 
tember  30,  1885,  of  disease  of  the  heart.  She  attained  the  ripe 
age  of  78  years.  She  was  married  to  one,  a  Gehring,  hence 
was  never  embarrassed  by  the  change4  of  name.  They  were 
without  family  descent. 
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Regina  Margeretha,  was  born  April  29,  1811.  She  died 
February  10,  1892,  at  the  age  of  81  years.  She  was  married 
to  Jacob  Graeber,  whose  occupation  was  that  of  barber,  and 
latterly  a  farmer.  Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  them,  we 
have  record  of  the  following:  Louis,  until  recently  of  North 
Judson,  Indiana;  Maria  Katharena;  Frederick,  of  Rochester 
Indiana;  Charles,  Kmma,  William,  C'hristiana  W’almer,  of 
Bourbon,  Indiana;  and  lastly,  Regina,  who  was  married  to 
our  own  Cousin,  Charles  I  lenry  Stahl,  both  gone  to  their 
eternal  reward. 


Ludwig  Bernhardt,  born  October  24,  1814;  died  November 
19,  1888;  bringing  tin*  days  of  his  pilgrimage  to  74  years.  By 
profession  he  was  a  School  Master.  Twice  married.  Ilis  first 
wife  was  Christiana  Greuling,  to  whom  were  born  two  daugh¬ 
ters  namely,  Lmma  and  Bertha.  Mis  second  marriage  was 
to  Sophia  Greuling,  sister  of  his  first  wife.  To  this  union 
Were  born  twelve  children,  of  whom  five  were  reared  to 
maturity,  namely:  Ludwig,  a  Professor;  Herman,  a  Min¬ 
ister;  Albert,  a  tomb-stone  builder,  now  with  us  in  America 
and  resident  at  Hammond,  Indiana:  Sophia,  not  married;  and 
Eliza,  married  to  Reverend  Belschazzar  Forster  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Pennsylvania. 


Anna  Maria,  was  born  April  8,  1820;  and  died  Feb¬ 
ruary  10,  1889,  aged  69  years.  Anna  Maria  married  Karl 
Stahl,  brother  to  our  Father,  Jacob  Frederick  Stahl.  Ilis 
trade  was  that  of  cooper.  Phis  union  was  fruitful  of  six 
children,  a  fine  colony  of  “double-cousins’*  to  us,  namely: 
Maria,  Karolina,  Louisa,  Christiana,  (died  in  the  West)  So¬ 
phia,  and  Fredericka,  who  came  to  this  country  and  after  a 
few  years  residence  lver('  returned  again  to  her  native  coun¬ 
try,  Germany,  where  she  is  living,  according  to  latest  ac- 
cou  nts. 


This  brings  tis  to  the  end  of  a  preliminary  account  of 
the  two  family  groups,  the  Stahl  group  and  the  Gehring 
group,  a  most  interesting  trail  we  dare  say;  and  now  we 
turn  our  attention  and  our  respects  to  that  Sainted  Pair  as 
spoken  before,  whom  we  all  delight  to  honor  and  revere, 
under  the  name  and  relationship  they  sustain  to  11s,  even  our 
Father  and  our  Mother,  Jacob  Frederick  and  his  wife,  Christ¬ 
iana  (Gehring)  Stahl. 
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(C.EllRIN(i)  STAHL 


JACOB  FREDERICK  AND  CHRISTIANA 
(GEHRING)  STAHL 

“And  Jehovah  God  said,  It  is  not  gcx>d 
that  the  man  should  be  alone;  I  will 
make  him  a  help  meet  for  him.’’ 

— Genesis  2:18. 


Jacob  Frederick.  Stahl,  our  own  honored  and  esteemed 
Father,  was  born  in  Oestelsheim,  Germany,  on  February  7th, 
1819,  A.  D.  As  noted  before,  his  father’s  occupation  was 
that  of  hotel-keeper.  With  four  other  sons  it  did  not  seem 
imperative  that  they  all  should  remain  around  home  for  the 
mere  sake  of  attending  to  the  routine  duties  which  the  fam¬ 
ily  occupation  entailed.  Hence,  after  his  school  years,  which 
terminated  with  the  fourteenth  year,  he,  like  other  young' men, 
was  allowed  to  go  out  into  the  “Fremde”  to  pursue  an  ap¬ 
prenticeship. 

In  this  particular,  therefore,  our  Father  only  fulfilled  a 
common  requirement  of  the  male  youth  of  the  land.  The 
young  men  themselves  dignified  this  period  of  apprentice¬ 
ship  as  “Die  Wanderschaft”  or  “Die  Wancler-reise.” 

By  this  engagement  of  a  lew  years  among  strangers  a 
young  man  not  only  learned  a  track'  by  which  lie1  might  secure' 
for  himself  and  possible'  future  dependents  family  -a  live¬ 
lihood,  but  he  would  also  see  the'  world,  and  by  comparison, 
would  learn  the  advantages  or  elisad vantage's  of  the  various 
communities  of  the  country.  Altogether,  it  was  educational 
in  its  character  and  would  lend  itself  to  the  broadening  of 
the  mind  and  for  an  expansion  of  the'  vision  of  life  and  the 
development  of  his  patriotism. 


The  trade  our  Father  took  up  was  that  of  lock-smith. 
This  time  of  apprenticeship  having  at  length  come  to  a  close 
(it  was  usually  of  three  years’  duration)  he'  began  to  establish 
himself  in  his  own  right  in  the  business  and  then  bethought 
himself  of  the  next  important  step  “in  course  eh  human 
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events,”  namely,  the  selection  of  a  suitable  wife  and  help 
meet,  who  should  share  with  him  alike  his  prosperities  and 
adversities,  his  sorrows  and  his  joys. 


COURTSHIP  AND  MARRIAGE. 

The  romance  of  this  part  of  his  life  has  never  been  fully 
made  known  to  us  and  so  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  com¬ 
ment  liberally  upon  it;  but  it  is  presumable  that  it  was  all 
“true  to  form”  and  if  written  up  would  compare  favorably 
with  the  experiences  of  later  generations  of  men  and  women 
in  the  game  of  “Seek  and  Find”  for  the  helpmeets  of  life. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  his  effort  was  rewarded  in  the  discovery 
and  marriage  of  Christiana  Gehring,  last  and  to  us,  loveliest 
daughter  of  John  George  and  Anna  Margeretha  Gehring,  of 
Gechingen,  State  of  Wucrtembcrg,  Germany,  upon  the  choice 
of  whom  we  arise  in  sincere  congratulations  for  his  wisdom 
rare,  for  we  proudly  own  and  call  her  MOTHER. 

Christiana  Gehring,  the  daughter  of  John  George,  and 
Anna  Margeretha  Gehring,  was  born  in  Gechingen,  Wuer- 
temberg,  Germany,  on  June  the  26th,  1821.  Youngest  of  the 
family  of  five  children,  she  was  also  the  last  to  leave  the 
parental  home  and  then  only,  after  both  her  parents  had 
passed  into  their  eternal  rest. 

The  marriage  of  our  parents  occurred  in  the  ('lurch  at 
Gechingen,  on  the  25th  of  August,  in  the  year  1844,  A.  1 ).,  and 
was  solemnized  in  the  presence  of  many  kindred  and  friends 
at  the  hands  of  the  Pastor,  the  Pev.  Heinrich  Klinger. 

Following  their  marriage  there  was  no  extended  “Honey¬ 
moon”  trip,  but  an  immediate  settling  down  to  house-keeping 
in  the  home  of  her  birth,  where  the  young  couple  lived  until 
after  the  death  of  the  parents.  In  that  home  four  Of  their 
seven  children  were  born — a  place  of  sacred  memory  to  the 
survivors  of  that  “firstlings”  group. — More  a-non. 


THE  UNWRITTEN  CHAPTER  IN  THEIR  LIVES. 


A  Note: — Credit  belongs  to  the  older  “firstlings”  of  the 
family  flock,  especially  to  Sister  Regina  and  in  part  to  Broth¬ 
er  Frederick,  both  having  been  born  under  the  old  roof  in 
Gechingen,  for  some  years  the  shelter  of  our  family  and  the 
home  of  the  Gehrings  for  several  generations  preceding.  As 
the  Historian  is  not  accomplished  in  Short-Hand  and  not 
even  an  expert  in  Long-Hand,  he  has  only  summarized  the 
salient  facts  as  narrated  to  him. 
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“When  our  parents  were  married,  Mother,  being  the 
youngest  in  her  family  and  the  last  one  to  marry,  had  a  de¬ 
sire  to  remain  with  the  grand-parents  while  they  should  con¬ 
tinue  to  live.”  This  /  she  considered  to  be  her  duty  to  them 
while  in  their  declining  days  and  in  the  shadow  of  their  de¬ 
parture. 

It  was  in  the  earlier  years  of  their  married  life  that 
Father  felt  an  impulse  to  seek  work  in  some  more  suitable 
locality  than  Gechingen.  In  due  time  lie  had  established  him¬ 
self  fairly  well  in  his  business,  had  built  himself  a  shop,  em¬ 
ploying  extra  help  to  take  care  of  the  business,  earned  a  little 
money  and  made  a  living.  Hut  as  that  industry  did  not  prom¬ 
ise  the  rapid  expansion  for  which  he  had  hoped,  with  the 
financial  increase  a  growing  family  demanded,  he  proposed 
to  Mother  that  they  dispose  of  their  belongings  and  emigrate 
to  America,  the  (then)  Land  of  Promise  for  all  who  felt  the 
increase  of  the  burden  of  taxation — due,  possibly,  to  the  dis¬ 
turbed  political  condition  of  Europe,  known  in  History  as  the 
“Wars  of  1848.” 

Mother’s  simple  answer  was,  “Not  so  long  as  my  parents 
are  living.”  After  their  death,  however,  the  original  cpiestion 
of  emigrating  to  America  once  more  pressed  for  consideration 
and  the  desire  to  see  the  “New  World”  was  stronger  than  be¬ 
fore.  As  a  friend  of  the  family  has  put  it,  “Like  Abraham 
of  Ur,  not  knowing  whither  he  went,  that  God  might  show 
him  a  land  where  he  should  play  the  drama  of  life  and  rear 
his  children  for  Him.” 

It  was  certainly  a  bold  adventure,  when  it  is  remembered 
that  in  that  far  country  there  was  not  a  friend  or  an  acquaint- 
ance  to  meet  or  to  greet  them  on  their  arrival. 

“So  one  day,”  continues  our  narrator,  “they  loaded  their 
goods  in  the  wagon;  and  on  the  2nd  day  of  June,  1852,  to¬ 
gether  with  their  little  family  of  four  children,  they  left 
their  dear  home  and  loved  ones  and  by  the  direction  of  a 
loving  Heavenly  Father,  pursued  their  way  toward  the  home 
of  their  dream  beyond  the  great  Atlantic  Ocean.  They  stop¬ 
ped  over  night  with  Father’s  family,  consisting  at  that  time 
of  three  brothers  and  two  sisters,  Henry,  John,  Karl,  Louisa 
and  Sarah.  This  was  in  Oestelsheim,  three  miles  distant 
from  Gechingen.  This  journey  took  them  through  France, 
passing  the  cities  of  Heidelberg,  up  the  Rhine  to  Strassburg, 
across  country  to  Paris  and  at  length  to  Havre,  the  place  of 
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embarking.  Here  they  took  a  Sail  Boat  and  began  to  span 
the  mighty  Ocean. 

The  entire  voyage  was  without  storm  or  danger.  On  one 
occasion  there  was  not  sufficient  breeze  or  wind  to  move  the 
ship  at  all,  and  that  was  for  one  whole  week.  The  entire 
time  on  the  waters  was  fifty-two  days,  when  at  length  they 
reached  the  harbor  of  New  York,  then  Castle  Carden.  It 
would  have  been  wondrous  strange  had  not  their  hearts  been 
lifted  up  in  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  to  Cod  for  llis  safe 
conduct  to  the  shores  of  this  strange  land,  the  land  of  their 
future  home. 


LANDS  OF  THE  FARTHER  WEST. 


After  a  few  days  in  this  great  City  (but  here  there  seems 
to  be  an  uncertainty  as  to  travel)  they  come  into  the  City  of 
Newark,  New  Jersey,  where  they  remained  about  three  weeks. 
Father  finding  no  work  here  they  sped  their  way  by  train 
to  that  other  great  City,  Philadelphia,  the  C  ity  of  Brotherly 
Love.  But  what,  after  all,  is  there  in  a  name  if  a  man  with 
a  family  of  six  can  find  no  work  for  its  sustenance  and  tin* 
small  revenue  yet  remaining  him  goes  ebbing  away  until  the 
“bottom  dollar”  begins  to  cry  out  for  protection  in  his  snug 
little  nest.  Hence,  three  weeks  residence  here  is  quite  long 
enough  and  they  turn  their  faces  toward  Ohio,— Ohio  the 
Beautiful, — the  new  land  of  hope  and  promise  for  weary 
hearts  and  wandering  feet. 

In  due  time  they  arrive  in  the  “Smoky  City”  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh.  But  here  they  only  remain -over  night;  thence,  on¬ 
ward  to  Greenville,  Pennsylvania,  where  it  was  pointed  out 
work  could  probably  be  found. 

But  here  an  incident  occurred  which  must  not  be  passed 
by  unheeded.  On  the  way  to  the  railroad  station,  Father 
carried  Charles  in  his  arms  as  mother  carried  the  Baby 
Sophia;  Fred  and  Regina  walked.  A  gust  of  wind  blew  off 
Charley’s  hat  and  it  went  gently  floating  down  the  river. 

Another  incident,  never-to-be-forgotten  was  this:  after 
Father  had  secured  the  tickets  and  had  handed  them  to 
Mother  in  the  train,  Mother  suggested  that  Father  should  go 
out  and  get  some  bread  for  the  children.  He  went.  But  as  he 
was  returning  he  was  just  in  time  to  see  the  train  pull  out 
and  he  was  left  behind.  The  only  thing  to  do,  was  to  await 
the  next  train,  which  was  twenty-four  hours  later,  and  so  re¬ 
join  the  family  at  Greenville.  Aptly,  better  late  than  never. 
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At  Greenville  he  was  a  trifle  more  fortunate  in  finding 
work  which  enabled  him  to  provide  food  for  the  way.  In 
other  words,  “He  earned  a  living  as  he  went.”  While  here, 
incidentally,  Father  found  a  farmer  who  had  “bought  a  piece 
of  land”  somewhere  in  Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  and  in  a  cov¬ 
ered  wagon  was  about  to  “go  and  see  it.”  This  Gentleman 
was  gracious  enough  to  invite  Father  to  go  with  him,  taking 
the  family  along,  of  course.  This  was  an  opportunity  to  be 
seized  upon  with  gratitude. 


This  Covered  Wagon  thus  became,  at  once,  the  Passenger 
Coach,  the  Baggage  Car,  the  Pullman,  Diner  and  all  in 
one.  Regina  wants  it  known  that  a  peculiar  interest  in  this 
wagon  attaches  especially  to  her,  in  as  much  as  it  was  she, 
that  fell  from  this  wagon  and  broke  her  arm — an  extra  worry 
and  concern  for  Mother.  "A  mother  is  a  mother  still,  the 
holiest  thing  alive.” — Coleridge. 


After  arriving  in  Flat  L’«»<  k,  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  Father 
went  to  Fremont,  Sandusky  County,  not  far  distant  from 
Flat  Rock.  Here  he  met  certain  German  people  who  had 
originally  come  from  his  own  native  community  in  Ci-rmuuy. 
Their  name  was  “Schwartz.”  Talk  about  cimgriu.ility  and 


delight! 


In  the  fall  of  that  same  momentous  year,  —  1852—  Fatln  1 
learned  of  a  small  tract  of  land,  40  acres,  for  sale  eight  miles 
northwest  of  Fremont,  and  bought  it.  This  lay  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  vicinity  of  Hessville. 


On  this  farm  was  a  little  old  log  house.  It  was  here,  on 
February  22,  1854,  that  The  Stork  left  a  bright-eyed  little 
baby  girl  to  which  was  given  the  name  of  Louisa  Christiana. 
As  fine  a  little  Buckeye  she,  as  ever  grew  from  Family  Tree, 
and  much  of  that  beauty  remains  with  her  until  this  day. 


But  clearing  this  farm  was  a  “job.”  Evidently  some  clear¬ 
ing  had  been  done;  and  after  Father  worked  at  day  labor 
away  from  home,  of  evenings  Mother  and  he  burned  many 
large  heaps  of  logs  that  had  been  piled  up  in  order  to  make 
more  land  available  for  cultivation.  The  fields  were  planted 
and  wheat  was  put  out.  And  so  it  was,  that  when  Father  had 
bought  fourteen  bushels  of  seed-wheat,  from  that  fine  look¬ 
ing  field  of  wheat, — and  it  was,  indeed,  a  promising  field, — 
he  received  an  even  fourteen  bushels  of  harvest  as  the  reward 
for  all  his  labors;  the  Boll  Weevil  had  taken  the  rest.  That 
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was  exasperating-  in  the  extreme.  There  was  only  one  thing 
to  do,  since  crops  failed,  and  that  was  to  keep  on  with  his 
day  labor  until  he  had  earned  enough  to  pay  for  his  seed- 
wheat.  Meanwhile,  the  family  rations  were  reduced  to  plain 
corn-bread;  and  never  having  had  to  eat  that  sort  of  food, 
it  was  very  unpalatable  with  other  “eats”  to  match. 

But  in  spite  of  the  hardships,  the  little  old  hut  in  which 
the  family  was  living  grew  too  small  and  a  more  suitable 
house  was  needed.  This  father  built.  It  had  all  of  two 
rooms  below,  with  a  sort  of  up-stairs.  Here  the  family  lived 
for  a  year  or  two.  It  was  in  the  year  1855,  when  the  Grae- 
ber  family  came  across  the  Atlantic,  that  they  came  into 
this  new  house  with  their  large  family  and  occupied  much  of 
the  space.  Mrs.  Graeber  was  own  sister  to  our  Mother.  This 
occupancy  was  for  only  three  months,  however. 

Three  years  of  living  here  with  all  the  discouragements 
accompanying,  seemed  quite  long  enough.  Father’s  physical 
constitution  had  been  undermined  by  this  time  and  further 
continuance  with  such  strenuous  living  would  have  been 
suicidal;  so  it  was  determined  to  “cast  the  lot”  of  the  family 
elsewhere.  In  due  time  plans  were  completed  for  the  emi¬ 
gration;  but  wait  a  moment. 


An  incident  must  here  be  told  as  it  adds  spice  to  the  oc¬ 
casion.  It  is  given  as  we  heard  Mother  relate  it.  So. absorbed 
with  work  and  routine  were  they  that  on  a  certain  bright  day 
while  she  was  busy  with  her  household  duties,  sweeping  and 
getting  ready  for  Sunday,  (as  they  all  supposed),  and  Father 
working  in  the  field,  a  neighbor  drove  by  with  his  whole 
family,  all  dressed  in  their  best  clothes.  Shortly  afterward 
another  neighbor  with  his  family,  likewise  dressed,  drove  up. 
Father  stopped  to  inquire  what  it  all  meant.  The  astonish¬ 
ment!  When  informed  it  was  the  Sabbath  day  and  they  were 
going  to  Church.  It  was  not  long  until  Mother  knew  it,  and 
you  may  imagine  the  “hustle,”  ceasing  from  llu*  routine,  get¬ 
ting  things  adjusted  and  soon  ready,  sitting  up  and  in  their 
right  mind,  clothed  agreeable  to  the  occasion. 

The  route  from  Ohio  to  Indiana,  for  the  farm  was  now 
disposed  of,  included  stoppages  at  the  city  of  South  Bend,  and 
Plymouth,  now  but  a  prosperous  little  village;  thence,  south 
on  the  Michigan  Hoad  to  a  point  directly  east  of  the  com¬ 
munity  of  “Germany”;  thence  west  about  six  miles  to  the 
Graebers  who  had  preceeded  them,  to  the  point  of  destina- 
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tion.  Who  of  either  family  could  ever  forget  the  day  of  their 
reunion  as  families,  so  far  away  from  the  home  of  their  nativ¬ 
ity. 

This  long,  tedious  journey  was  begun  in  the  early  month 
of  March,  and  in  consequence  was  attended  with  snow  and 
ice  and  slush,  altogether  too  disagreeable  for  a  family  of 
children  in  a  “covered  wagon.”  The  trip  was  without  striking 
incident,  except  that  brother  Fred  and  sister  Uegina*  being 
the  oldest  children,  had  to  walk  much  of  the  way.  Not  in¬ 
frequently,  also,  did  they  have  to  ask  for  a  little*  bread  for 
the  “babies,”  and  occasionally  for  themselves.  One  other 
thing:  The  sp i lit  of  hospitality  along  the  way  was  so  poor 
that  often  they  had  to  ask  at  several  places  even  to  get  priv¬ 
ilege  to  camp  for  the  night.  They  were  often  pointed  to  tav¬ 
erns  miles  distant  ahead,  ’though  darkness  had  already  set 
in.  This  so  aroused  Father,  that  he  resolved  never,  should  lie 
ever  have  a  home  of  his  own,  to  turn  aside  the  stranger  from 
his  door,  a  resolve  he  maintained  to  his  dying  day,  as  family 
and  friends  alike  will  verify.  This  lit'  did  without  charge  until 
Mother  insisted  that  strangers  ought  at  least  pay  the  price 
of  one  meal.  To  this  insistence  Jit'  yielded;  and  we  have 
known  her  on  occasion  to  charge  the  enormous  sum  of  25 
cents — Charity  overdone. 

While  living  on  the  “Polly”  place,  a  little  son  was  born, 
lie  tlitl  not  live.  His  little  body  lies  mouldering  in  the  “Heitors 
Ford”  burial  ground,  awaiting  the  day  of  resurrection.  Tho’ 
never  having  seen  each  other  here,  ' t is  hoped  we’ll  meet 
each  other  there  and  make  our  first  acquaintance  in  the 
realm  of  the  blest. 
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THE  NEW  LOCATION,  THE  LAST  ADVENTURE,  HOME. 


Following-  th is  incident,  the  family,  after  a  residence  of 
about  three  years  here,  removed  to  the  place  long  known  as  the 
Doctor  Durr  place, — Doctor  Gustaves  Adolphus  Durr.  I  his 
must  have  beeni  about  the  year  1858,  A.  D. 

This  place  was  in  a  state  of  wilderness,  not  an  acre  of 
land  being  under  cultivation.  It  was  covered  with  a  mass  of 
underbrush.  According-  to  the  original  contract  made  be¬ 
tween  Doctor  Durr  and  Father,  Father  was  to  have  all  that 
could  be  raised  in  the  first  five  years  as  the  recompense 
for  clearing  the  tract  which  consisted  of  about  forty  acres. 
It  was  not  considered  that  it  woidd  take  fewer  than  the  live 
years  to  accomplish  the  task.'  But  Father,  using  a  large  beam 
plough,  such  as  were  not  infrequently  used  in  clearing  tracts 
of  the  character  of  this  one,  and  by  hitching  as  many  as  five 
or  more  yoke  of  oxen  to  this  plough,  succeeded  in  clearing  the 
whole  tract  in  about  three  years.  Phis,  under  the  contract 
gave  him  the  yield  of  the  full  forty  acres  for  two  full  years 
and,  of  course,  the  lesser  yield  of  the  three  earlier  years.  Al¬ 
together,  it  was  a  fair  contract  and  a  splendid  investment  ol 
time  and  energy.  Not  only  did  it  bring  a  more  comfortable 
living  to  the  family,  but  there  was  enough  left  over  to  become 
a  fund  which,  in  due  time  made  it  possible  for  Father  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  tract  of  land  in  another  locality  which  later  was  to 
become  the  family  home.  So  well  pleased  was  the  good  Doc¬ 
tor  Durr  with  the  thrift  and  the  prosperity  of  his  tenant,  that 
he  persuaded  him.  to  continue  on  farming  the  place  for  a 
sixth  year  which  was  advantageous  to  both  tenant  and  owner. 

The  place  which  Father  purchased  was  in  Union  Town¬ 
ship,  Marshall  County,  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  only  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  about  four  miles  from  the  Doctor  Durr  place  in  Ful¬ 
ton  County. 

This  place  became  the  final  place  of  residence  for  the 
family.  It  consisted  of  eighty  acres  and  was  about  equally 
divided  between  uncultivatable  land  and  land  cultivatable. 
This  was  the  family  HOME!  Here  we  lived  and  wrought  and 
it  was  on  this  final  spot  that  Father  died.  That  little  spot — 
no  matter  whose  possession  it  may  now  be  or  become  in  the 
future — will  seem  to  most  of  us  a  dear  and  sacred  place.  Mem- 
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cries  will  ever  arise  and  take  us  back  to  that  old  home  as 
the  preparatory  place  for  the  eventualities  of  life  and  as  the 
arena  upon  which  were  fought  out  many  of  the  hard  prob¬ 
lems  that  come  to  every  youth  who  has  a  purpose  and  hopes 
for  its  accomplishment.  GOD  BLHSS  THAI'  HOMF! 

But  hearken  further  to  the  story  that  surrounds  the  build¬ 
ing  of  that  home.  The  house  was  budded  in  the  year  18L}, 
A.  D.  It  was  in  the  month  of  October  of  that  year  that  the 
family  began  to  occupy  it.  Oh,  what  a  change  from  the  log 
house  on  the  river  bank  to  a  frame  house  and  all  our  own! 
No  rent  to  pay.  Who  will  ever  be  able  to  make  a  proper  esti¬ 
mate  of  the  joy  that  came  into  the  life  of  Father  and  Mother 
and  children  who  for  full  ten  years  had  been  like  wanderers, 
without  a  spot  they  might  call  HOMF? 

But  listen  yet  once  again:-  To  own  a  tract  of  land,  and 
even  to  build  a  house  upon  it,  is  not  all  that  enters  into  the 
conception  of  the  life  of  a  home.  So  far  as  the  material  side 
of  this  home  was  concerned  there  were  further  clearings  to  be 
made,  but  clearings  in  this  instance  could  not  be  accom¬ 
plished  with  big  beam-ploughs,  with  ever  so  many  yokes  of 
oxen.  It  required  the  heavy  digging  with  the  mattock.  It 
took  steady  and  persistent  grubbing  to  open  the  fields  that 
should  now  produce  the  crops  that  would  feed  the  stock  and 
the  family  and  pay  the  taxes,  and  meet  the  payments  on  the' 
unpaid  debt  for  the  farm.  Life  was  not  all  sentiment.  Life 
was  real  and  life  was  earnest.  Father  and  Mother  and  all 
the  children,  even  the  little  ones,  laid  hands  to  the  task  and 
so  made  the  burden  the  lighter.  It  meant  hard  work  and  no 
one  needed  to  fear  he  did  not  get  his  share  of  it.  It  meant 
work  by  night  ofttimes,  as  well  as  by  day.  We  live  in  fancy 
over  again  those  days  of  toil. 

Oh!  had  we  but  a  kodak  view  of  those  leaping  flames 
that  ascended  toward  the  starry  sky  from  burning  heaps  of 
brush — heaps  which  the  children  gathered  and  Father  kindled 
after  the  close  of  his  weary  day  with  other  duties  done!  The 
scene  would  rival  the  beauty  of  the  ascending  rocket  of  a 
modern  Fourth  of  July.  Oh!  had  we  but  a  record  of  those 
crackling  sounds  of  the  burning  brushes,  they  would  compare 
well  with  the  music  of  a  modern  Victrola  seasoned  with  la¬ 
bor’s  sweet  hope.  Here  was  labor,  here  was  life,  and  here 
was  love,  which  bound  the  family  group  into  one,  and  all  for 
the  love  of  HOMF! 
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But  after  all,  what  means  such  toil  and  care?  ‘Twere  illy 
spent  if  ’twere  but  for  the  material  house  that  perishes. 
’Twere  folly  and  yet  more,  were  there  not  other  buildings 
builded,  even  such  as  make  the  character  structures  that  im¬ 
mortal  are,  and  must  eternal  stand. 

This  earthly  house  was  not  to  be  our  Father’s  home  for 
long*.  From  the  year  1863,  when  the  house  was  builded,  until 
1874,  when  his  earthly  life  was  ended,  was  but  a  span.  A 
zephyr’s  sigh  and  it  was  gone. 
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A  PLEASING  MEMORY,  A  TRIHFTE  DUE. 


Father  Stahl,  as  he  was  familiarly  known,  was  in  spirit 
and  in  truth  a  Christian.  lie  had  his  faults  and  acknowledg¬ 
ed  them;  others  have  theirs,  may  they  confess  as  much.  De¬ 
spite  those  faults  which  his  friends  would  not  attempt  to 
deny,  his  life  radiated  that  atmosphere  which  is  always  in¬ 
spiring  and  uplifting  to  others. 


In  the  home  the  family  altar  was  never  suffered  to  de¬ 
cay.  From  our  earliest  years  we  remember  that  Morning  De¬ 
votion  which  consisted  in  the  reading  of  a  portion  of  Scrip¬ 
ture,  the  family  singing  a  stanza,  a  prayer  by  either  Father 
or  Mother,  (occasionally  alternated  by  a  prayer  by  another 
member  of  the  household)  and  another  stanza  with  which  this 
service  closed.  On  Saturday  night,  usually  the  sermon  for 
the  day  was  read  aloud  by  cither  Father  or  Mother  and  other 
matters  were  attende  1  to,  so  as  to  lessen  the  amount  of 
labor  for  the  Sabbath  morning. 


In  matters  Church ly — and  we  speak  only  as  we  were 
impressed  by  the  memory  of  his  life — spiritual,  llis  habit 
was  much  in  meditation,  especially  upon  the  Word  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  which  as  Prayer-meeting'  leader  he  desired  to  use  upon 
the  following  Sabbath  when  there  was  no  preaching  service 
in  the  Church.  Ilis  interests,  indeed,  were  in  the  things  that 
were  promotive  of  the  life  of  the  Church  and  the  Kingdom 
of  God. 


A  Lay-preacher,  for  he  conducted  the  Church  prayer 
meeting  for  many  years  without  interruption  or  interim. 
These  meetings,  shall  we  say,  Apostle-like,  were  held  “from 
house  to  house”  among  the  families  of  the  Church  to  which 
the  family  all  belonged.  At  several  funerals  which  Father  and 
Mother  attended,  tin*  Pastor  being  absent,  he  was  importuned 
by  the  friends  to  conduct  the  service  winch  he  did  with 
acceptance  and  to  the  comfort  of  the  bereaved. 


Though  our  parents  in  their  native  country  were  reared 
in  the  Lutheran  faith,  when  the  family  located  in  this  local¬ 
ity,  finding  no  Lutheran  C  hurch  they  united  with  the  Reform¬ 
ed  Church,  which  in  that  earlier  day  was  but  a  Mission 
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point.  More  definitely  said,  this  was  during  that  period  of 
their  life  when  the  family  lived  on  the  Dr.  Durr  place  in 
Fulton  County.  These  services  were  usually  held  in  what  was 
commonly  known  as  the  “Kaley  Schoolhouse,”  located  only 
a  few  paces  from  the  spot  where,  on  August  14,  1921,  we  met 
in  our  First  Annual  Reunion.  To  those  services  was  your 
humble  servant — the  Historian,  on  numerous  occasions  car¬ 
ried  on  the  arms  and  shoulders  of  his  parents.  The  distance 
was  about  four  miles.  Hut  love  and  the  joy  of  worship  were 
the  motive;  and  where  these  are  basic,  “distance  lends  en¬ 
chantment  to  the  view.”  Others  came  to  these  services  in 
similiar  mood  and  fashion.  Some  came  on  foot,  some  on 
horse-back,  some  with  ox-cart  and  others  on  their  log  wagons 
with  seat-boards  laid  across  the  wagon-bed.  None  came  in 
top-carriages  or  even  rubber-tired  buggies.  Certainly  none 
came  in  Automotive  machines  to  say  nothing  of  tin*  intru¬ 
sive  Aeroplane,  the  undoubted  vehicle  of  the  future. 

Such  was  the  atmosphere  in  which  our  forebears  mov¬ 
ed — the  men  and  the  women,  the  fathers  and  t he  mothers, 
whom  we  delight  to  honor  and  to  bless.  And  such  a  memory 
is  handed  down  to  this  second  and  third  and  even  the  fourth 
generation  and  the  children  who  will  follow  after  them.  As¬ 
sociated  with  our  parents  were  the  Romigs,  the  Wolframs,  the 
Adlcirs,  the  Ditmyers,  the  Morlocks  and  especially  do  we 
mention  “Uncle”  John  and  Rosina  Zechiel.  Their  tasks  and 
sacrifices  were  equal,  and  likewise  their  joy. 
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“And  he  was  afraid,  and  said,  How 
dreadful  is  this  place!  this  is  none 
other  than  the  house  of  God,  and 
this  is  the  gate  of  heaven.” 

— Genesis  28.17. 


ZION  REFORMED  CHURC  H 
THE  FAMILY  CHURCH 


THE  KALEY  SCHOOL  HOUSE 
THE  SCHOOL  HOUSE  CHURCH 
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THE  SCHOOL  HOUSE  CHUKCHI  AND  THE  CHURCHES. 


Worship  was  conducted  in  the  Community  School  House 
district  Number  Eight,  which  the  writer  is  pleased  to  elesig 
nate  as  the  School  House  Church. 


This  arrangement  continued  for  a  number  of  years  and 
was  open  to  all  denominations,  down  to  the  year  1872.  It 
was  in  that  year  that  the  Zion’s  Reformed  Church  building 
was  erected  on  its  present  site.  It  was  in  that  same  year  that  the 
Emmanuel  Church,  of  the  Evangelical  Association,  was  erect¬ 


ed  about  one  and  one-half  miles  to  the*  East  of  this  location. 
After  this  the  use  of  the  Schoolhouse  as  a  place  of  worship 
ceased. 

Thus,  the  old  School  House,  with  its  crude  and  meager 
accommodations  had  served  its  sacred  purpose  and  borne  its 
fruit.  May  we  say  and  say  it  reverently,  it  was  out  of  this 
Christian  atmosphere  and  from  the  families  who  composed 
this  Community,  that  as  many  as  ten  Ministers  of  the  Gospel 
have  gone  forth;  also  one  Home  Missionary  and  three  For¬ 
eign  Missionaries,  as  well  as  a  group  of  other  young  men  and 
young  women  who  have  held  high  rank  as  teachers  in  our 
public  schools  and  are  leaders  in  public  affairs  and  other 
professional  and  industrial  enterprises,  of  which  any  com¬ 
munity  may  be  justly  proud. 

It  was  in  the  erection  of  the  Zion  Church,  that  Father 
Stahl  manifested  his  most  earnest  endeavor.  Well  does  your 
writer  remember  the  remark  he  made — not  once  nor  twice — 
“1  want  a  Church  where  my  children  can  worship  when  1  am 
gone.  It  does  not  matter  much  for  us  olden*  ones,  foi  we  may 
not  need  a  Church  for  long;  but  let  us  have  a  place  which  will 
serve  our  children  when  we  are  gone.” 


At  length  the  Church  was  budded  and  dedicated  to  the 
worship  of  God.  But  it  was  not  to  be  his  worshipping  place; 
lea*  long.  On  a  certain  Weelneselay,  the  14th  of  January,  of 
the  year  1874,  while  Father  was  e>n  a  trip  to  the  City  of  Ply¬ 
mouth,  a  cpkl  anel  bitten*  day,  he  toe;k  a  severe  cold.  This 
condition  was  stubborn  and  refuscel  te>  become  better  through 
home  care  and  treatment;  on  the  contrary  it  speeelily  elevel- 
opeel  into  a  case  of  Typhoid  Pneumonia  which  baffled  the 
skill  of  the  Family  Physician,  Doctor  G.  A.  Durr,  who  at  once 
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pronounced  the  case  very  aggravating-  and  in  another  day  or 
two,  “hopeless  of  recovery.” 

The  family  and  friends  came  in  to  inquire  at  his  bedside 
and  were  given  scant  hope  of  any  physical  improvement.  His 
own  comment  between  spells  of  pain,  as  it  were,  were  to  the 
effect  that,  our  life  is  as  uncertain  as  the  life  of  a  bird  on 
the  twig.  His  plans  were  now  entirely  of  the  future.  The 
hymns  of  the  Church  and  various  familiar  passages  of  the 
Book,  engaged  his  thoughts  and  none  needed  to  doubt  the 
sincerity  of  his  faith  and  the  hope  of  his  expiring  spirit. 
Friends  who  came  were  welcomed,  all,  with  a  word  of  greet¬ 
ing  and  farewell. 

’Twas  sadly  true — 

At  length  the  sands  of  life  for  him  had  fully  run. 

The  hands  of  time  had  marked  the  hour  of  setting  sun. 

The  measure  of  his  days,  howe’re,  w  ill  be  not  hours  nor 
moons, 

But  deeds  of  love  his  hands  have  wrought, 

For  Church  and  Home. 

On  Saturday  night,  January  24,  1874,  as  struck  tin*  hour 
of  ten,  the  heavenly  messenger  knocked  at  the  door  of  Ins 
heart.  There  was  a  silent  turning  on  its  hinges,  and  present¬ 
ly,  the  silver  cord  was  loosed  and  the  golden  bowl  was  bro¬ 
ken,  and  his  spirit  made  its  flight  to  dwell  in  the  presence  of 
tJie  Infinite.  His  mortal  clay  alone  remained  for  gent  e 
hands  to  lay  away  into  the  bosom  of  Mother  Barth. 

Friends  who  had  come  to  render  aid  and  to  inquire'  into 
his  comforts,  went  hence  to  sorrow.  His  lifeless  form  but  re¬ 
minded  them,  that  “Man  has  no  abiding  city  here.” 

Sunday  morning  came  with  as  bright  a  sunshine  as  ever 
gleamed  upon  a  bleak  and  wintry  world.  His  human  eyes 
were  dull  and  his  tongue  was  silent;  but  in  yonder  world  so 
hope,  agreeable  to  his  faith  declares,  he  looked  upon  the 
face  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  his  spirit  joined  in  the  hymn  of 
praise  which  only  the  Redeemed  of  the  Lord  can  sing. 

So  mote  it  be! 

The  Reverend  Peter  J.  Spangler,  pastor  of  the  Church  at 
that  time  conducted  the  funeral  services.  This  event  occurred 
on  Tuesday  morning,  the  28th  day  of  January.  The  whole 
morning  was  dreary  with  rain.  Nevertheless,  friends  came 
from  the  community  and  the  surrounding  towns  and  made 
a  very  large  attendance.  It  so  happened  that  a  Mister  Bow- 
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man,  a  former  neighbor  in  Ohio,  visiting  at  this  time  in  the 
neighborhood  was  present,  an  incident  at  once  a  surprise 
and  a  delight  to  Mother  and  the  family. 

Brother  Spangler,  the  Pastor,  was  at  his  best  in  the  de¬ 
liverance  of  his  message  of  comfort  to  the  bereaved  family 
and  the  friends  assembled.  His  remarks  were  based  upon 
those  well  chosen  words  in  Revelation  14:13,  “And  their  works 
do  follow  them.” 

Many  reminiscent  things  might  be  said  of  Father  Stahl; 
but  the  things  in  his  life  that  counted  for  most  were  not 
isolated  facts  and  words,  but  the  life  itself,  with  its  silent  in¬ 
fluences  which  had  become  wrought  into  the  lives  of  the 
people,  aged  and  young,  to  whom  his  life  had  become  a 
blessing  and  a  benediction.  Many  of  the  young  people  fam¬ 
iliarly  and  affectionately  spoke  of  him  and  to  him,  as 
“Father  Stahl.” 

Thus  concluded  the  earthly  life  of  one  whom  his  neigh¬ 
bors  apprized  for  his  sterling  worth;  one  whom  his  children 
loved,  honored  and  blessed,  not  with  garlands  of  flowers, 
for  that  was  not  the  custom  of  the  times,  but  in  emulating  his 
virtues  and  living  his  ideals  over  again  in  their  own  lives,  a 
blessed  immortality. 

In  unison  thy  sons  and  daughters  sing — 

Farewell,  thou  child  of  the  Infinite, 

Farewell,  thou  servant  of  the  Most  High  God; 

From  all  thy  labors  rest  thee. 

Farewell,  thou  toiler  in  the  cause  of  truth, 

Thy  night  of  death,  indeed,  has  come, 

And  cast  a  pall  o’er  thee  and  thine 
And  all  thy  host  of  friends — 

In  fellowship  they’ll  miss  thee. 

But  angels  o’er  thy  bed  of  turf  shall  vigil  keep, 

And  wake  thee  in  the  morning  from  thy  peaceful  sleep — 
The  morning  of  eternal  day. 
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SHARE  AND  SHARE  ALIKE 


Sketches  of  the  lives  of  the  immediate  descendants  of 
Father  and  Mother  Stahl  will  be  given  in  due  time,  and  the 
historian  begs  leave  to  surest,  that  whatever  of  credit  maj 
belong  to  a  father  in  the  rearing  of  his  children  must  of  ne¬ 
cessity,  also,  be  shared  by  the  mother,  whose  very  life  must 
have  supplemented  and  intensified  his  devotion  to  his  chil¬ 
dren  and  added  that  fine  influence  which  ran  only  be  given 
by  a  Mother. 


A  MOTHER’S  PART— THE  CHILDREN'S  PRAISE. 


Grandma  Stahl,  as  she  was  known  in  her  later  years, 
is  worthy  of  the  adoration  and  affection  that  a  family  of 
dutiful  children  may  find  themselves  capable  of  conferring, 
it  is  now  one-half  and  twenty  years  since  she  made  her  de¬ 
parture  from  our  midst;  but  the  afterglow  of  her  life  stdl 
lingers  in  the  heavens  like  the  gleam  of  the  sunken  sun. 

She  was  a  true  helpmeet  to  our  sainted  Father;  and  long 
after  his  going  to  his  final  resting  place  she  carried  large  re¬ 
sponsibilities  alone.  For  thirty  years  she  remained  to  com¬ 
fort  and  to  guide  the  remaining  ones  and  their  children,  so 
that  she  is  known  and  honored  to-day  by  the  children,  and  the 
children’s  children  unto  the  fourth  generation.  Parenthood, 
especially  motherhood,  seems  never  to  cease  so  long  as  the 
parents  live.  Children  may  leave  the  family  roof  and  child¬ 
ren’s  children  may  come  into  the  life  of  the  father  and  the 
mother,  but  this  distant  relationship  does  not  diminish  this 
parental  love  or  lessen,  in  their  view,  their  sense  of  respon¬ 
sibility.  Parental  love  widens  with  the  widening  of  the 
stream. 


* 

This  was  our  Mother’s  view  of  life.  She  had  an  abiding 
interest  in  all  her  grand-children  and  great-grand-children 
until  her  departing  day. 

All  that  has  been  said  concerning  the  devotion  to  family 
and  high  idealism  of  Father  Stahl,  must  be  as  earnestly  said 
of  Mother.  Despite  her  handicap  through  the  leaving  of 
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Father,  her  zeal  for  righteousness  and  her  love  for  the 
Church  did  not  cease.  Not  only  did  she.  heroically  keep  up 
the  family  life,  but  it  was  in  those  later  years  that  special 
problems  arose.  The  education  of  at  least  one  son  f or  the 
Christian  Ministry,  and  the  problems  of  finance  and  support 
through  those  school  years,  were  problems  truly  her  own  and 
of  which  Father  never  knew.  It  is  simply  beyond  our  power  to 
enumerate  the  difficulties  that  crossed  the  pathway  of  her 
life;  but  of  this  we  are  certain,  no  mother  ever  entered  more 
heroically  into  the  solution  of  her  problems  or  the  discharge 
of  a  mother’s  duties  as  she  conceived  of  them.  Whatever  other 
members  of  her  immediate  family  may  accredit  to  her  de¬ 
votion  and  activity,  her  youngest  offspring  confesses  a  lack 
of  words  of  praise  for  what  she  has  done  for  him  in  material 
sacrifices  and  in  the  silent  influences  that  made  for 
the  building  of  the  character  and  life  of  him  who  hast  a  part 
in  memorializing  her  name.  Her  morning  and  her  evening 
prayers,  said  many  a  time  in  the  stilly  night  when  others  had 
retired  to  rest,  were  outbursts  of  a  moher  love  and  a  burdened 
heart.  Such  are  the  memories  that  linger  with  us  now  and 
give  us  an  inspiration  to  a  larger  faith  and  hope  and  a  deeper 
purpose  in  devotion  than  otherwise  could  have  come  into  the 
life  of  her  children.  We  bless  her  memory  today  and  to¬ 
morrow  and  forever. 


When  her  life  went  out,  which  occurred  on  the  2nd  of  May 
in  the  year  1903,  Reverend  S.  Elmer  Klopfenstein  was  the 
Pastor  of  the  Zion  Reformed  Church,  the  Family  Church, 
where  Mother  was  a  Charter  Member.  The  Pastor  conducted 
the  funeral  services  and  preached  a  fitting  sermon.  His  text 
for  the  occasion  has  not  been  noted.  Among  other  things, 
he  said:- 


“Grandmother  has  been  watching  and  waiting  for  the 
Master’s  call  several  years.  Her  physical  and  mental  powers 
were  slowly  declining.  Of  this  she  was  conscious,  and  ever 
fearful  of  becoming  burdensome  to  hands  entirely  willing  to 
care  for  her.  She  passed  from  this  life  to  that  beyond  with 
full  confidence  of  eternal  rest.” 


The  days  of  her  earthly  pilgrimage  numbered  81  years 
10  months  and  6  days.  This  is  the  summary  of  her  years;  but 
the  summary  of  her  achievements  is  inexpressible  and  unex¬ 
pressed.  Though  the  house  in  which  she  lived  for  nearly 
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a  century  of  years  lies  mouldering  on  yonder  hill,  her  spirit 
dwells  among-  us  still  and  soothes  our  sorrows  and  alleviates 
our  pains  and  makes  us  stronger  for  the  tasks  undone  that 
just  before  us  lie.  We  laud  her  name,  her  precious  name,  the 
name  of  MOTHER!. 
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T  O  M  Y  MOT  H  E  R 

Note: — '('he  following  poem  was  written  in  the*  year  1883, 
during  the  College  clays  of  the  Historian,  anil  appeared  in 
the  College  Journal.  We  reproduce  the  whole  with  a  few 
slight  changes  to  bring  it  to  date'  and  with  a  brief  addendum. 

Gay  youth,,  which  once  was  thine*,  is  thine  no  more. 

To  thee  it  bade  adieu;  and  nearly  three  score 
Years  clasped  between  this  time  and  then, 

Which  furnish  matter  for  the  poet’s  pen. 

How  like  a  midnight  dream  have  passed  away 
The  changing  scenes  of  each  successive  day 
Of  that  long,  noble  life,  which  thou  hast  led, 

Rut  which  declining  fast,  will  soon  have  fled. 

A  few  years  since,  and  thou  whose  locks  are  gray, 

Whose  gait  and  mien  once  were  a  true  display 
Of  active  youth,  hadst  hopes  and  plans  as  he 
Who  now  doth  pen  these  lines  to  honor  thee. 

Twas  then,  when  on  thy  temples  gently  played 

The  chestnut  tresses,  dressed  and  well  arrayed, 

That  in  thy  lustrous  eye  there  dwelt  a  gaze, 

Fixed  on  the  space  of  thy  terrestrial  days. 

But  all  was  dark  and  dreary  in  thy  sight, 

As  is  the  world  when  it  by  sable  night 
Enveloped  is;  until  askance  is  seen 
Aurora,  sending  forth  her  rays  serene, 

Now  heralding  the  messenger  of  day 
Who,  in  his  crimson  orb  with  spheric  lay 
Dispels  the  night,  and  thus  unveils  the  earth 
As  if  it  had  anew  sprung  into  birth. 

Rut,  as  is  nature’s  darkness  thus  diffused, 

So  was  the  mist  which  thy  quick  mind  confused — 

By  light  of  reason,  age  and  years  dispelled, 

And  mist  no  more,  but  wisdom’s  light  excelled; 

Yea,  until  now  had’st  thou  but  visions  faint 
Of  what  the  future  had  in  store*.  And  quaint 
To  thy  maturer  mind  must  have  appeared 
The  world,  when  from  thy  mental  sky  had  cleared 
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Away  the  mists  and  clouds  that  hung  before, 
Granting,  delightfully  and  freely  more, 

The  light  of  truth  to  be,  as  ’twere  unfurled, 

Which  lights  thy  pathway  through  an  active  world. 

Thy  life,  of  which  thou  had’st  but  an  ideal — 

Had  now  become  more  active,  stern  and  real, 

And  ushered  forth  as  if  by  tidal  flow, 

Hope,  joy  and  pleasure,  sorrow,  pain  and  woe. 

Thy  youthful  clays,  the  morning  of  thy  life, 

Thus  brought  to  thee,  alternate  joy  and  strife; 

And  then  gave  way  to,  oh!  the  doubts  and  fears, 
Time  more  amendable,  the  prime  of  years. 

’Twas  now,  that  like?  a  fledgling  in  its  nest, 

Which  oft  with  anxious  look  and  throbbing  breast 
Hath  longed  the  advent  of  its  mother  bird, 

Until  was  she — fatigued  and  weary — heard 
With  food  and  drink  approaching  for  her  child; 

Hut  who,  as  if  with  gentle  words  and  mild, 
Refraining  now  from  further  toil  and  care, 

Doth  bid  her  child  to  try  the  balmy  air. 

And  thus,  wert  thou  entrusted  to  thy  strength 
When,  of  thy  paternal  care  at  length 
Thou’d  be  bereft,  to  stem  life’s  ebb  and  tide, 

With  none  to  aid  and  cheer  thee,  far  and  wide. 

But  thus  exposed  to  hardships,  and  alone 

To  press  thy  way,  friends  few,  and  riches  none- 
High  Heaven  pitying  thy  helpless  state 
Now  smiles  upon  thee  and  diverts  ill  fate. 

For  when  thou  wert  about  discouraged  neath 
The  burden  thou  didst  bear,  to  thy  relief 
Came  one,  who,  hale  and  strong  avowed  to  guide 
And  aid  thee,  should’st  thou  vow  to  be  his  bride. 

In  him  confiding  as  thy  strength  and  shield 
’Gainst  storms  and  perils  of  life’s  battle-field, 

He,  thee  regarding  as  his  light,  his  sun, 

Ye  promised  each,  to  make  your  two  lives  one. 

His  hand  in  thine,  and  thou  in  his  thy  hand, 

Ye  gravely  placed;  meanwhile  was  knit  the  bond 
Of  wedlock;  after  which  sweet  echoes  rung  - 
As  to  your  honor  were  Uyinenials  sung. 
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Now  hand  in  hand  advancing,  he  bestowed 
Sncli  love  and  care  to  thee,  till  thy  heart  glowed 
With  sacred  joy,  as  ye  did  one  by  one 
The  toils  of  life  perform,  till  all  were  done. 

'finis  passing  smoothly  on  some  thirty  years, 

Each  other’s  burdens  bearing,  and  the  I  ears, 

At  length  to  Providence  it  seem-ed  good, 

Him  to  call  home,  thee  leave  in  widow-hood. 

The  flower  of  thy  life  now  being'  blown. 

Again  wert  thou  constrained  to  walk  alone. 

Thus  haclst  thou  fully  tasted  active  life, 

With  pleasures  tinged,  with  hopes  and  prospects  hr 
When,  to!  the  dials  of  lime  thy  thoughts  engage, 
And  indicate  for  thee  a  riper  age. 

’ Tis  evening,  now;  and  on  thy  face  are  seen 
No  more,  those  rosy  cheeks  and  eyes  serene; 

Those  furrowed  cheeks  are  tinged  with  paler  hue; 
Those  eyes  once  bright  and  full  of  light,  are  too, 
Deep  in  the4  orbits  sunk  which  them  contain, 

And  none  of  all  the  blooms  of  youth  remain. 

Still,  time,  with  speedy  steeds  and  fiery  chaise 

Doth  make  his  rounds,  and  measures  off  thy  days; 
And  soon  thy  course  of  life  thou  wilt  have  run, 
When  cold,  grim  death,  will  claim  thee  as  his  own. 
Then  may  thy  final  days  be  spent  in  joy; 

No  lurid  clouds  thy  peaceful  soul  annoy; 

And  when,  at  last,  shall  sink  thy  latest  sun, 

May  this  thy  plaudit  be, — Mother,  well  done! 


AN  EPIGRAM:-  THIRTY-NINE  YEARS  LATER. 


At  length,  the  Enemy  of  life  has  come  - 

And  laid  thee  low.  Yet  thou  are  safe  at  home. 

Yea,  cares  which  bound  thee,  now  are  fully  past; 
And  thou  hast  reached  the  blessed  rest  at  last 
For  which  the  yearning  soul  of  helpless  man 
Has  hoped  since  yon  fair  morn  when  Grace  began. 

Who,  now',  of  all  thy  friends  would  wish  thee  back 
Teeing  that  death  to  thee  has  brought  no  lack 
Of  love  and  joys,  speak  we  the  word  o(  truth 
And  with  these  blessed  gifts, — Immortal  Youth! 
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Thy  star  but  leads  us  to  the  land  of  day, 

When,  too,  our  ships  of  life  shall  steer  yon  way, 
Twill  not  seem  long'  till  we  shall  touch  the  shore 
Where  we  shall  meet  and  dwell  forever  more. 
True  as  thy  life  has  been,  so  may  ours  be, 

Till  time  is  merged  in  God’s  Kternity, — 

When,  faithful  found  at  last,  His  welcome  voice, 
Shall  bid  His  loving  ones  in  Heav’n  rejoice! 
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CHILDREN  OF  JACOB  FREDERICK  AND  HIS 
WIFE,  CHRISTIANA  STAHL 


I.  Lewis  Frederick,  born  April  28,  1845, 

Gechingen,  Germany. 

II.  Regina  Barbara,  born  May  24,  1846, 

Gech ingen,  Germany. 

III.  Charles  Henry,  born  July  5,  1849, 

Gechingen,  Germany. 

IV.  Sophia  Margeretha,  born  March  4,  1852, 

Gechingen,  Germany. 

V.  Louisa  Christiana,  born  February  22,  1854, 

Sandusky  County,  Ohio. 

VI.  Infant  Son,  Still  born,  May  21,  1857, 

Fulton  County,  Indiana. 

VII.  Jacob  Peter,  born  Juno  22,  1859, 

Fulton  County,  Indiana. 


“And  the  Spirit  of  God  moved  upon  the  face  of  the  waters.” 

Gen.  1:2. 


As  God  the  Spirit  on  the  waters  moved,  begetting  life, 
So  God  ordained  the  Human  Race  should  come  by  Man  and 
Wife. 


Tis  thus,  we  meet  today,  that  we  might  duly  recognize 
'Fhe  part  ye  played,  obedient  to  the  Will  of  Paradise. 

In  filial  pride,  the  path  ye  trod  in  ’cord.mce  with  1  lis  plan, 
In  brief  review  we  take,  beginning  where  your  life  began. 
Hence,  unto  this  pursuit,  O  Muse,  inspire  our  pen  with  truth, 
That  in  their  lives  may  stimulus  be  found,  for  rising  youth. 


Historian. 
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DESCENDANTS  OF  JACOB  FREDERICK  AND  HIS 
WIFE,  CHRISTIANA,  STAHL. 


I.  Lewis  Frederick, 
i  Lewis  Frederick. 

i  Wife,  Anna  Catherine  Wolfram 

1 1  Ida  Sophia 

12  Albert  Frederick 

12  Wife,  Amelia  Johanna  Romig 

13  Christiana  Margaret 

14  Henry  Simon 

i_l  Wife,  C  atherine  Stodden 

141  Louis  Henry 

142  Catherine.  Bessie* 

143  Hek'n  Minnie 

15  Otto  Jacob 

ib  Edna  Catherine 

17  Clara  Regina 

18  Osie  Mary 

19  Grace  Martha 


11.  Regina  Barbara. 

2"  Regina  Barbara. 

2.  Husband,  Jacob  Henry  Zechicl. 

21  Mary  Christiana 

21  Husband,  Daniel  E.  Zechiel 
2 r  1  Walter  Louis 

212  Adah  I  del  la 

212  Husband,  Daniel  Elmer  Boederc 
2121  Harold  Elmer 

213  Raymond  Arthur. 

22  Clara  Elizabeth 

23  Minnie  Sophia 

23  Husband,  William  R.  Crossland 

24  Arthur  William 

24  Wife,  Lillie  May  Krieger 

241  Velma  Ramona 

241  Husband,  Arthur  F.  Hatten 

2411  Edith  Pearl 

2412  Robert  Arthur 
2.42  Clet’a  Bernice 
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25  Louisa  Ada  line 

25  Husband,  Austin  Monroe  Romig 
251  Verda  I  del  la 

26  Elsie  Klenora 

2b  Husband,  Charles  A.  Asper 
2()i  Cecil  Bernard 
262  Deraid  Deane 

27  Edward  Emanuel 

27  Wife,  Ethel  Claire  Smith 

271  Roberta  Maud 

28  Chester  Leonard 

28  Wife,  Myrtle  A.  Medbourn 

281  Mary  Barbara 

282  Marjorie  Rose 


III.  Charles  Henry 

3  Charles  Henry 

3  Wife,  C  harity  Shaw 

31  Infant  Son 

32  Esther  Barbara 

33  Della  Cicilia 

33  I  I usband,  Claude  May 

331  Eva  Charity 

332  James  Russell 

34  C  harles  Russell 

34  Wife,  Margaret  Helen  McNally 

341  Margaret  Jean 


IV.  Sophia  Marge  ret  ha. 

4  Sophia  Margeretha. 

4  Husband,  William  Gottlieb  Zechiel 

41  Sylvester  Amandus 

41  Wife,  Martha  Viola  Romig 

41 1  Dott  Romig 

412  Doll  is  Opal 

42  Augusta  Sophia 

42  Husband,  Claude  R.  Newman 
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421  Paul  Eugene 

422  Ruth  Erma 

423  Leta  Feme 

43  Elva  Ruth 

43  Husband,  Arthur  F.  Hatten 
431  Harold  Eugene 


V.  Louisa  Christiana. 

5  Louisa  Christiana. 

5  Husband,  Louis  Christian  Zechiel 

51  Charles  Herbert 

51  Wife,  Clara  Marie  Walper 

51 1  Eugene  Herbert 

512  Anastasia  Marie 

513  Louis  Ernest 

514  Lorin  Weldon 

52  Bertha  Pauline 

52  Husband,  Watson  Romig 

521  Freda  Louisa 

522  Grace  Viola 

523  Louis  Watson 

53  Herman  Jerome 

53  Wife,  Bertha  Laura  Fechner 

531  Donald  Walter 

532  Margaret  Imogene 

533  Jerome,  Jr. 

54  Grace  Agnes 

54  Husband,  Lawrence  Wade 

541  Dorotha  Louise 

542  Frances  Kathryn 

55  Otto  Jacob 

55  Wife,  Hazel  Cherry  Barber 

551  John  Nevin 

552  Rosemary  Louise 

553  Charles  Otto 

554  Walter  Wilson 

555  Florence  Naomi 

56  Virgil  Homer 

56  Wife,  Florence  Evangeline  Wilson 

57  Carl  James 
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VI.  A  Still  Birth. 

6  An  infant  Son. 


VII.  Jacob  Peter. 

7  Jacob  Peter. 

7  Wife,  Clara  White. 

71  Ruth  Louise 

72  Osie  Lozetta 

73  Minta  May 

74  Arthur  Jacob 

74  Wife,  Genevieve  May  Bittikofer 
.741  Ronald  Edward 
742  Gerald  Merlin 

76  Clara  True 

75  Tirzah  Marie 

77  Florence  Hermine 
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I. 

LEWIS  FREDERICK  STAHL,  FAMILY 

r.  Lewis  Frederick  Stahl. 

Lewis  Frederick,  the  oldest  son  of  Jacob  Frederick  and 
Christiana  Stahl,  was  born  in  Gechingen,  Wuertemberg, 
Germany,  on  the  281  h  of  April,  1845.  H(*  was  a  little  less 

than  eight  years  old  when  his  parents  with  their  family  em¬ 
igrated  to  America.  Being  of  that  tender  age,  he  had  attended 
the  village  schools  for  nearly  two  years.  Not  being  here  to 
tell  ns  ol  his  impressions  ol  his  school  life  over  there  we  pass 
by  th is  part  of  his  li fe. 

Ilis  own  family  biographer  has  given  us  some  interesting 
accounts  <  f  his  youthful  days  and  we  are  indebted  to  her  for 
certain  statements  which  arc'  herewith  inserted. 

“His  first  experience  in  an  American  school  was  in  the 
C  ity  of  Newark,  New  Jersey.  The  first  Knglish  sentences 
were  commands.  These  sentences  were  ‘Fold  your  arms;’  and 
‘Hands  behind  you.'  In  Fulton  County,  Indiana,  where  the 
family  subsequently  lived,  he  attended  school,  first  at  what 
was  knowm  as  the  Germany  school,  then  at*  the  Loiter’ s  Ford 
and  later  at  the  Dodd,  or  wdiat  is  nowr  known  as  the  Ditmyer 
school.  Living  in  the'  vicinity  of  the  Dodd  school,  one  winter 
they  had  no  school,  and  so  he  walked  to  and  fro  daily  to  tlu* 
Leiter’s  Ford  school  wdiich  was  three  miles  from  the  family 
home,  which  gave  him  a  daily  walk  of  about  six  miles.  After 
moving  to  Marshall  County,  he  attended  the  Kaley 
school  which  ended  his  school  life,  with  the  exception 
of  one  year’s  teaching  in  the  Ditmyer  school.  “To  this  it 
must  be  added  that  the  school  year  in  those  days  was  ol 
about  three  months  duration."  The  schools  were  not  graded, 
teachers  had  no  special  preparation;  the  buildings  and  equip¬ 
ments  were  poor  and  the  distance  to  walk  was  some  times 
great.  With  all  these  disadvantages  and  many  more,  it  is 
surprising  that  the  people  acquired  as  much  education  as 
they  did.  Fred  always  liked  to  read,  and  so  to  a  certain  extent 
he  continued  his  education  through  life  by  his  reading.”  Con- 
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cerning  his  love  of  reading,  the  Historian  would  like  to  add 
another  fact  that  during  the  Civil  War  times,  at  least  toward 
their  close,  he  subscribed  for  the  German  paper  “Das  Michigan 
Vollksbla.tt.”  Father  and  Mother  read  it,  too.  So  one  day, 
(and  this  was  in  the  new  house),  while  Mother  was  reading 
something  about  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  (that  name 
associated  itself  with  Fred’s  name  in  my  mind),  1  asked  Moth¬ 
er  something  about  this  battle  and  a  whole  lot  of  other  ques¬ 
tions.  Among  them,  1  wanted  to  know  whether  Fred  had  to 
go  to  war;  and  how  did  they  find  out  where  people  lived,  and 
so  forth?  Her  answer  suggested  that  such  matters  were  print¬ 
ed  in  the  News  Papers.  Then  it  was  that  I  suggested*4  1  wish 
Fred  did  not  subsc  ribe  for  that  paper  so  that  they  could  not 
find  him  and  call  him  into  1  he  service.”  Of  course,  Mother 
laughed  a  bit. 

Hut  one  more  word  as  to  his  educational  qualifications: 
Despite  these  handicaps  he  acquired  such  proficiency  in  “fig¬ 
ure's”,  as  we  then  spoke  of  Arithmetic,  that  1  recall  how  that 
on  a  number  of  occasions  neighbors  came  in  to  have  him 
“figure  up”  the  interest  due  on  certain  money  notes  they  had 
either  held  against  some  one,  or  had  themselves  given  and 
wanted  to  know  the  amount.  This  little  incident,  tho’  not  of 
any  very  peculiar  merit,  made  me  set  a  high  estimate  upon 
my  “Hig  brother's”  mathematical  attainment. 


The  Social  life  of  his  time.  Young  people  did  what  was 
the  custom  of  their  time  as  young  people  of  every  age  do  or 
have  done.  Spelling  schools,  singing  schools  and  applepar- 
ings  were  the  “rage”  in  those  clays.  A  description  of  the  ap- 
pleparing  might  be  in  place  here.  “The  first  part  of  the 
evening  was  spent  in  paring  the  apples  and  quartering  them 
for  drying.  After  the  kitchen  was  c  leaned  up,  (there  is  where 
the  paring  was  usually  done),  apple  pies  were  served;  then 
the  time  until  midnight  was  spent  in  playing  games,  and 
probably  further  pairing,  of  a  different  kind,  of  which  mod¬ 
esty  may  have  failed  to  speak.  Tho  mode  of  going  to  these 
meetings,  or  parties,  was  to  walk,  rick'  horse-back,  or  go  in 
a  big  wagon,  or  with  bob-sled  when  there  was  snow.” 


“Fred  was  a  farmer  all  his  life.”  In  clearing  up  the  vari¬ 
ous  tracts  of  which  mention  was  made  in  tho  statement  con¬ 
cerning  Father’s  adventures,  he  played  his  part  well.  Let 
imagination  follow  him  through  those  woods  and  fields,  hoe- 
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mg’,  grubbing,  rolling  logs  and  kindred  things,  and  you  have 
in  a  nut-shell,  much  of  the  story  of  his  work-a-day  lib*. 

An  incident  in  his  life  that  attracted  considerabV  at 
tention,  not  only  the  attention  ol  his  family,  but  also  thal  ol 
he  neighborhood.  'This  was  his  going  one  spring  into  ‘The 
West”,  as  the  Illinois  Prairies  were  then  commonly  spoken  of. 
The  destination  was  Rockford,  Illinois,  a  distance  from  tin 
old  home;  of  nearly  two  hundred  miles.  The  biographer 
writes:  “The  morning  he  left  was  long  remembered  by  the 
family,  for  he  was  the  first  one,  being  the  eldest,  to  go  so 
far  away  from  home;  for  those  times  it  was  a  great  distance. 
As  they  said  goodbye  at  the  gate,  his  father  said  to  him:  ‘My 
son,  you  are  leaving  home  for  the  first  time  to  try  the  reali¬ 
ties  of  life.  Never  forget  the  words  of  the  poet: 

“Ueb  immer  Treu  und  Kaethlichkeit 
Bis  an  dein  kuiles  Grab; 

Und  weiche  keinen  finger  breit 
Von  Gottes  wegen  ab; 

So  hast  du  immer  guten  Muth 
Und  alles  wird  dir  leicht; 

Dann  singest  du  bei’m  Wasser  Krug 
Als  wer  dir  We  in  gereicht”. 

Translated  it  reads — 

Be  diligent,  your  earnings  save 
Down  to  your  life’s  last  day; 

Nor  swerve  for  e’en  a  finger’s  breadth 
From  God’s  appointed  way. 

Thus  will  your  courage  constant  be — 

Your  routine  tasks  seem  light; 

The  water-jug  your  song  of  glee 
As  ’twer  the  wine-cup  bright. 

On  January  i,  1871,  Frederick  was  married  to  Anna  Cath¬ 
erine  Wolfram.  This  was  on  a  Sunday.  After  Church  which 
was  at  the  Kaley  .School  House,  Rev.  Jesse  Schlosser  the  Pas¬ 
tor  and  officiating  minister  and  all  the  invited  ones,  drove*  in 
bobsleds  to  the  home  of  the  bride',  nearly  three  miles  west,  in 
Stark  County  where  the  Wolframs  resided.  On  the*  way 
down  another  sled-load  full  of  people* — not  of  our  party 
tried  to  pass  us  and  there  was  a  lively  little  race  for  a  quai  te*r 
of  a  mile  down  the  Bevelheimc*r  sand  hills.  My,  how  the  hard 
chunks  of  snow  and  ice  flew!  but  our  party  kept  at  the  head 
and  the  race  was  won. 
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Their  first  housekeeping  was  on  1  lie  John  Adler  farm,  a 
mile  or  so  south  of  the.  Father  Stall L  home.  A  little  later  Fred 
bought  a  forty  acre  tract — all  in  woods — the  North  blast  cor¬ 
ner  of  which,  touched  the  South  West  corner  of  the  Father 
Stahl  farm.  Fred  was  undaunted  by  the  wilderness  of  woods 
and  timber  on  the  place,  having  become  accustomed  to  such 
conditions  since  the  day  the  family  struck  the  “Flack  Swamp” 
in  Ohio.  A  spot  large  enough  for  a  house-site,  a  stable  and 
cow-yard,  was  soon  cleared  and  building  processes  began. 

Though  the  help  the  Historian  could  rentier  on  that  clear¬ 
ing  was  small,  it  must  be  admitted,  yet  an  event  occ ured 
which  he  will  never  forget,  and  there  are  others  present  to¬ 
day  who  will  also  remember  it.  One  afternoon  about  four 
o’clock  while  Father  and  1  were  working  away  at  the  clearing, 
it  began  to  get  dark.  We  could  not  at  first  conceive  what 
was  the  matter  and  began  to  believe  it  was  evening  and  un¬ 
hitched  the  team  and  made  for  home.  The  five  o’clock  bell 
had  not  yet  rung  for  supper,  but  it  was  getting  darker  all  the 
while.  The  chickens  went  to  the  roost,  also  thinking  it  was 
getting  night.  It  was  an  blclip.se  of  the*  Sun.  After  it  was 
past  we  went  out  to  work  again  and  the  chickens  went  off 
the  roost  and  out  to  scratch  for  their  living. 

After  living  on  this  place  for  about  seven  years,  Fred  sold 
it  and  bought  eighty  acres  a  mile  and  a  half  South- 
West  of  Culver,  then  Marmont.  Here  he  lived  the  rest  of  his 
earthly  pilgrim  days. 

Nine  children  were  born  to  this  union,  three  sons  and 
six  daughters.  Fred  was  baptized  in  the  C  hurch  at  (iechin- 
gen  when  he  was  only  a  few  days  old.  He  was  confirmed 
when  a  youth  of  sixteen.  He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Church  and  was  entrusted  with  the  offices  of  Sunday  School 
Superintendent,  Deacon  and  Flder,  being  an  active  Rider  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  In  the  community  he  stood  for  the 
things  that  were  right  as  he  understood  them  and  was  a  com¬ 
munity  builder.  Having  been  a  charter  member  of  the  Zion 
Reformed  Congregation,  he  knew  its  “ups  and  downs”  for 
nearly  forty  years.  I  le  passed  into  the  great  beyond  at  the  age 
of  fifty-nine  years,  on  June  8th,  1904,  A.  1).  II is  body  lies 
asleep  in  the  Zion  Cemetery  Family  lot,  awaiting  the  morn¬ 
ing  call  of  the  Resurrection  Day. 
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i.  Anna  Catherine  Wolfram,  was  the  daughter  of  Simon 
and  Margaret  (Egelkraut)  Wolfram.  Horn  in  Ascii,  Austria, 
July  15,  1849.  The  family  came  to  this  country  about  the 
year  1848.  They  were  noted  for  their  love  of 
Civic  and  Religious — which  accounts  largely  for 
ing  into  this  Land  of  Liberty. 

Details  of  the  marriage  of  this  ’happy  couple 
in  thi'  biography  of  her  husband,  and  need  no  re-statement 
in  this  connection.  Her.  father  was  by  trade  a  weaver  and 
latterly  a  farmer.  Reared  in  the'  rural  community  her  ed¬ 
ucational  facilities  were  of  the  common  school  variety.  Be- 
fore  her  marriage  she  taught  several  terms  of  school.  In 
every. way  she'  was  a  faithful  and  competent  helpmeet  for 
her  husband  and  a  devoted  mother  to  lv  r  children.  Long 
be  her  days  on  earth  to  bless  her  children  and  friends. 

Upon  the  departure  of  her  husband  to  that  heavenly 
world,  she  heroically  set  to  her  task  of  housekeeping  with 
her  large  family,  and  with  the  support  of  the'  elder  children 
succeeded  in  keeping  the  whole  group  together  and  leading 
the  living  ones, — six  of  the  original  nine — into  their  years  ot 
maturity  with  credit  to  themselves  and  their  parents. 


IDA  SOPHIA 

11.  Ida  Sophia,  first  born  child,  was  born  February  1.  1872. 
She  died  on  Apr i  1  12,  1880,  at  the  age*  of  eight  years,  two 
months  and  eleven  clays.  In  life  she  seemed  mature*  beyond 
her  years  and  acted  the  part  of  a  little  woman.  Her  temper 
ways  always  sweet  and  her  disposition  genial  and  a  delight. 
Her  going  hence  was  a  distinct  loss  not  only  to  her  father 
and  mother  but  to  all  the  friends  as  well. 


ALBERT  FREDERICK 

12.  Albert  Frederick,  first  born  son,  was  born  April  6,  1873. 
He  is  living  in  Culver,  Indiana,  and  is  well  known  as  one 
of  the  aggressive  citizens  of  that  community.  For  a  num¬ 
ber  ol  years  he  has  had  a  prosperous  and  thriving  business 
as  carpenter  and  contractor  and  builder  of  dwellings.  How¬ 
ever  his  activity  is  not  confined  alone  to  his  business,  it  is 
as  marked  in  the  Church  and  Public  School  and  community 
life  in  general. 
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AMELIA  JOANNA  (ROMIG)  STAHL. 

12.  Amelia  Joanna  Romig,  wife  of  Albert  F.  Stahl,  is  the 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Sarah  Jane  (Cromley)  Romig,  and 
was  born  in  Stark  County,  Indiana,  May  20,  1 S 7 5 .  She  has 
had  the  advantage  of  a  common  school  only,  and  pretends 
no  more  than  to  be  a  faithful  and  worthy  companion  of  her 
husband  and  a  contributor  to  the  welfare  of  her  C  hurch  and 
community,  an  ambition  laudable,  a  work  worth  while. 


CHRISTIANA  MARGARET 

13.  Christiana  Margaret,  was  born  March  5,  1875;  she  died 
March  21,  1875,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  days.  Only  a  dew  drop 
of  the  morning,  drawn  up  by  the  Sun  Light  of  God. 

HENRY  SIMON 

14.  Henry  Simon,  second  son  of  Lewis  Frederick  and  Anna 
Catherine  Stahl,  was  born  February  3,  1877.  I  le  attended 
the  common  schools  of  the  community  and  later  took  a  course* 
in  the  Commercial  department  of  Valparaiso  University, 
graduating  from  the  department.  He  enlisted  in  the  Spanish 
American  War  in  1898,  and  was  honorably  discharged  when 
tlie  War  was  over.  Henry  for  a  few  years  engaged  in  the 
grocery  and  meat  business  with  his  brother  Albert  in  Culver, 
Indiana,  and  together  they  developed  a  good  business  and 
had  a  large  patronage.  In  1909,  on  November  22,  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Miss  Catharine  Stodden,  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  at  Meaderville,  Montana.  It  was  a  “double  wedding 
her  brother  being1  married  at  the  same  time.  The  officiating 
Clergyman  being  the  Reverend  T.  H.  Martin.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  a  farmer  at  Laurel,  Montana.  Three  child¬ 
ren  have  come  to  enliven  and  grace  the  home,  Louis  Henry, 
Catherine  Bessie  and  Helen  Minnie — children  of  the  far  Wen. 

CATHERINE  (STODDEN)  STAHL 

14.  Catherine  Stodden,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Bessie,  Stod¬ 
den,  was  born  in  Redruth,  Cornwall,  England,  April  1,  1883. 
It  may  be  said  she  was  schooled  first  in  England  and  later  in 
the  State  of  Montana.  Before  her  marriage  she  was  clerk  1  1  a 
store.  Pioneers  in  that  great  Western  state,  Henry  and  his 
wife,  with  three  children  have  had  experiences  that  Ohio 
and  Indiana  people  “know  not  of.” 
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LOUIS  HENRY 

1 4 1 .  Louis  Henry,  is  the  son  of  Henry  Simon  and  his  wife, 
Catherine  (Stodden)  Stahl,  and  was  born  in  Hillings,  Mon¬ 
tana,  August  the  16,4910. 

CATHERINE  BESSIE 

142.  Catherine  Bessie,  was  born  March  24,  1912,  in  Billings, 
Montana. 

HELEN  MINNIE 

143.  Helen  Minnie,  was  born  in  Laurel,  Montana,  December 
29,  1922. 

OTTO  JACOB 


15.  Otto  Jacob,  third  son  of  Lewis  Frederic  k  and  Anna  Cath¬ 
erine,  Stahl,  was  born  near  Marmont,  Indiana,  (now  Culver), 
December  20,  1880.  He  attended  the  common  schools  of  the 
community  and  later  graduated  from  the  Culver  High  School. 
Early  he  began  the  study  of  the  Piano  and  graduated  from 
the  Bourbon  College  of  Music,  of  Bourbon,  his  native  State. 
After  engaging  some  time  in  piano  teaching  in  the  home4 
community,  he  became'  instructor  in  piano  in  Green-boro, 
North  Carolina.  Since  that  time  he  has  held  a  professoiship 
in  Music  in  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan  and  with  a  leave  ol  absence, 
he  has  recently  spent  fourteen  months  in  Europe,  taking  si  ec- 
ial  work  in  several  Music  centers  and  also  visiting  flic  an¬ 
cestral  homes  of  his  friends.  His  work  has  continued  to 
prosper  and  he  is  happy  in  his  work. 


EDNA  CATHERINE 

16.  Edna  Catherine,  third  daughter  of  Lewis  Frederick  and 
Anna  Catherine,  Stahl,  was  born  October  15,  1882.  .She  had 
the  advantages  of  the  common  and  the  High  School  courses, 
of  Culver,  Indiana,  graduating  from  the  latter.  For  special 
preparation  for  teaching  she  took  courses  at  Valparaiso  Uni¬ 
versity  and  Ypsilanti,  Michigan.  This  preparatory  work  was 
supplemented  with  special  work  in  the  Teacher's  College,  ol 
Indianapolis,  Indiana.  Her  profession  is  teaching,  in  which 
she  has  had  marked  success. 


CLARA  REGINA 


17.  Clara  Regina,  fourth  daughter  of  Lewis  Frederic  k  and 
Anna  Catherine,  Stahl,  was  born  March  ib,  1SS9.  She  attend¬ 
ed  the  common  schools  and  later  graduated  from  the  Culver 
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High  School.  For  special  work  she  attended  the  College  at 
Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  graduating.  Also  graduated 
from  the  University  of  Michigan,  with  the  degree  ol  A.  Ik, 
and  the  Washington  School  of  Accountancy,  B.  C.  L.  Her 
profession  is  that  of  accountant. 


OSIF  MARY 

18.  Osie  Mary,  fifth  daughter  of  Lewis  Frederick  and  Anna 
Catherine,  Stahl,  was  born  near  Culver,  Indiana,  August  27, 
1890.  .School  advantages  were  tlu'  common  and  the*  High 
School,  of  the  community,  Culver,  Indiana.  She  took  special 
work  in  vocal  music.  She  held  the  position  of  clerk  in  the 
Culver  Hank  for  a  number  of  years  and  served  it  well.  Is 
now  engaged  in  office  work  at  the  Academy. 

GRACE  MARTHA 

19.  Grace  Martha,  Twin  Sister  of  Osie  Mary,  was  born  Aug¬ 
ust  27,  1890,  and  died  November  16,  1890,  at  the  age  of  two 
months  and  19  days.  The  earthly  birthday  and  the  heaven¬ 
ly,  one  were  but  a  span  apart. 

Only  the  economy  of  space  has  prompted  us  not  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  fact  of  church  relationships  and  consequent  activi¬ 
ties.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  every  member  of  this  interesting 
family  was  early  consecrated  to  the  Lord  in  Holy  Baptism, 
Catch ised  in  due  time  and  confirmed  in  the  Chuich.  Their 
activity  in  the  church  and  community  for  “righteousness 
sake”  needs  no  special  mention,  being  known  and  recognized 
in  the  coinnnmity  where  the  life  of  that  family  is  an  open 
book. 


“That  life  is  long  which 


answers  life’s  great  end”. 

— Young. 
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REGINA  BARBARA  (STAIII.)  ZEC1UEL.  FAMILY 


II. 

REGINA  BARBARA  (STAHL)  ZECHIEL,  FAMILY 

\ 

2.  Kegina  Barbara,  the  oldest  daughter  of  Jacob.  Frederick 
and  Christiana  (Gehring)  Stahl,  was  born  in  Gechingen, 
Wuertemberg,  Germany,  May  24,  1846.  Amon<>-  the  records  of 
the  Gech ingen  Church  which  was  Lutheran,  her  name  is  re¬ 
corded  in  the  list  of  Infant  Baptisms.  Her  educational  career 
was  begun  in  the  village  school  house,  hard  by  the  Church 
edifice.  The  course  was  about  six  weeks  long,  just  long 
enough  to  get  an  idea  of  school  life — at  the  close  of  which  she 
emigrated  to  America  with  the  family.  This  she  well  remem¬ 
bers  and  of  this  she  tells  an  interesting  story. 

In  this  connection  let  us  suggest,  that  much  of  this  story 
has  already  been  wrought  into  the  account  of  the  family 
emigration  to  America,  being  ol  general  family  interest  and 
needs,  therefore,  not  be  reiterated  here.  Large  credit  is  due 
our  sister  for  the  presentation  of  the  facts  relating  to  this 
family  pilgrimage. 

As  noted  before,  the  journey  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
was  free  from  storm  and  on  out'  occasion  for  one  whole  week 
there  was  not  sufficient  wind  blowing  to  move  the  ship.  Thi 
was  not  so  bad,  but  this  prolonged  stop  on  the  ocean  endang¬ 
ered  the  food  situation,  and  in  due  time,  it  became  very  nec¬ 
essary  to  economize  lest  a  famine  should  be  created.  The 
drinking  water  likewise  became  dangerously  near  being  ex¬ 
hausted,  so  that  “drinking'  water  wxp  proportioned  to  each 
person  so  much  and  no  more.” 

Castle  .Garden,  the  Ne\vr  York  port,  was  reached  at  the 
end  of  fifty-two  days.  This  a J 1  was  very  interesting  and  ex¬ 
citing  to  the  little  people.  Idle  rising  and  tin*  falling  of  the 
tide;  the  laying  of  the  planks  for  the  landing  of  the  people 
all  this  was  scene  enough  to  remain  unforgotten. 

The  journey  toward  the  west,  Ohio  and  then  Indiana,  are 
incidents  of  travel  which  were  of  common  interest  to  the 
family.  The  part  which  sister  Kegina  especially  played,  was 
to  help  Mother  with  taking  care  of  the  smaller  children,  es¬ 
pecially  the  “Baby”,  Sophia. 
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SCHOOL  PRIVILEGES. 

One  of  the  striking  conditions  was,  that  there  were  so 
few  school  privileges,  and  this  supplemented  with  lack  of 
clothes  and  shoes  at  home,  made  school  going  practically  im¬ 
possible.  This  was  true  first  of  their  Ohio  life,  and  the  In¬ 
diana  life  later  on.  Speaking  of  school  days,  Regina  says:- 

“My  school  privileges  were  very  poor  in  those  pioneer 
days.  Three  months  of  the  year  was  all  the  time  we  had 
school.  The  ages  of  the  pupils  in  all  the  school  years  ran  from 
six  to  twenty-three  years.  The  small  scholars  were  neglected. 
Twice  a  day  the  teacher  came  to  my  seat  and  ran  over  the 
A-B-C;  this  was  the  daily  program.” 

“Home  conditions  not  favorable4:  I  lard  times,  you  say? 
Yes,  few  clothes  and  no  shoes.  I  did  not  go  till  New  Year 
the  first  year.  Rut  1  did  not  loose  all  this  time  as  my  in¬ 
telligent  Mother  was  my  teacher  in  the  home4.  She  taught  me 
in  the  German,  for  which  1  am  very  grateful.  Later  I  used 
it  to  good  advantage.  Then,  somehow,  we  got  a  German-Eng- 
lish  New  Testament  which  helped  us  to  translate  tin4 
language.” 

Her  Indiana  school  experiences  only  paralleled  those  of 
Ohio.  She  writes:  “A  Sunday  School  was  conducted  in  the 
schoolhouse  (Germanyschoolhou.se,  probably)  by  the  people 
of  the  Evangelical  Association,  the*  first  1  ever  attended.  Our 
first  Day  School  in  Indiana  was  also  in  that  building;  but 
unfortunately,  I  took  lung  fever  and  did  not  get  to  go  much.” 

“The  next  spring,  Lather  moved  to  Leiter’s  Lord.  No 
Church  at  Leiters.  Brother  Lred  and  I  walked  four  miles 
to  Sunday  School  held  in  the  Germany  schoolhouse.  One  of 
the  pioneer  problems:  The  schoolhouse  was  across  the  river 
and  a  mile  south  of  Leiters  with  no  bridge  to  cross  over  the 
river,  no  boat  nearer  than  a  mile  west.  Certainly  a  trying 
situation  for  children  seeking  an  education.  And  so,  when 
the  end  of  the  school  term  came  1  was  still  sitting  on  the 
long  benches  without  a  back,  learning  the  A-B-Cs,  and  I  was 
eleven  years  old.” 

CHURCH  AND  SUNDAY  SCHOOL. 

Concerning  Church  and  Sunday  School  privileges  she 
writes:  “No  Church  and  no  Sunday  School  here”.  That  was 
at  the  Dr.  Durr  place,  Delong.  “Our  Church  was  at  home. 
On  Sunday  morning  we  usually  read  a  chapter  or  two  from 
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the  Bible  and  mother  read  a  sermon  appropriate  to  the  day, 
following  the  order  of  the  Church  Year.  Father  instructed  us 
to  listen  to  the  reading  of  the  chapters  in  the  Bible,  and  when 
the*  reading  was  done  he  would  ask  us  to  tell  what  was  in  the 
chapter.” 

AN  INCIDENT. 

An  incident  in  the  way  of  church  going:  A  Confirmation 
service  was  announced  at  Bruce  Bake,  eight  miles  distant 
from  home  at  the  place  now  known  as  Delong.  “Fred  and  1 
were  permitted  to  go  to  this  service.  Mother  started  us  off 
early.  We  carried  our  shoes  until  we  had  crossed  over  the 
river  which  we  had  to  wade.  When  finally  we  reached  the 
place  it  was  announced  that  the'  service  was  to  be  held  after 
dinner.  We  carried  no  lunch  with  us.  Some  people  from  a 
distance  had  brought  their  dinners  but  no  one  invited  us  to 
eat  with  them.  So  Fred  said,  ‘well,  we  had  better  go  home’. 
So  without  dinner  we  started  on  our  long  weary  trip  and 
once  more  crossed  the  Tippecanoe,  no  wiser  than  when  we 
started  save  the  experience  of  a  nice  walk.” 

“About  two  years  before  we  left  the  Dr.  Durr  place  a 
church  was  started  by  the  Evangelical  Association  and  meet¬ 
ings  were  Judd  in  the  Kaley  schoolhouse.  They  also  organ¬ 
ized  a  Sunday  School.  To  this  Sunday  School  Fred  and  1 
walked,  not  every  Sunday,  but  most  of  the  time  of  those  two 
years.  Occasionally  Reverend  Nicaloi,  a  (ierman  Reformed 
Minister,  and  Rev.  Jonas  Michael,  an  English  Reformed 
Minister,  held  services  here.  Under  these  men  Fred  and  1 
with  others,  received  our  Catechetical  instruction;  and  in  18(32, 
a  class  of  fourteen  was  confirmed,  of  which  we  were  two.  In 
this  same  schoolhouse  my  church  life  was  principally  de¬ 
veloped.  I  lere  1  taught  my  first  Sunday  Sc  hool  class,  a  class  of 
girls  of  my  own  age.  Our  textbook  was  the  (Ierman  New 
Testament.  1  was  happy  to  be  able  to  teach  a  Sunday  School 
class.  The  years  so  diligently  begun  under  circumstances 
often  most  trying,  have  been  fruitful  of  encouraging  rewards, 
only  reminding  us  of  the  proverb,  “No  reward  without  great 
labor.” 

1  T:RS(  )NA  1 .  REMl X1SCENCES. 

Here  again  we  make  quotation  from  the  writer  hersell; 

"At  this  time  we  had  a  great  experience  when  the  Bow¬ 
man  Mill  was  being  built  and  all  the'  people  were  anxious  to 
get  their  grain  ground  there.  The  Mill  was  on  the  border 
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of  the  farm  we  lived  on  and  was  later  known  as  the  Old 
Kaley  Mill.  The  nearest  mill  was  at  Rochester.  Every  family 
left  the  flour-bin  run  low  waiting  for  the  new  mill  to  start, 
but  father  could  not  wait;  something  to  eat  was  very  much 
needed.  And  so  he  went  to  mill.  The  neighbors  knew  this 
and  the  next  Sunday  the  Ditemyers,  a  family  of  six  came  to 
eat  dinner  with  us.  Corn  meal,  it  was.  So  we  had  corn  bread 
and  molasses  cake  for  the  main  meal.  Mother  was  kind  enough 
to  let  me  help  her  get  dinner.  Everybody  was  so  hungry 
we  ran  out  of  bread;  then  Mother  let  me  finish  up  with  corn 
dodgers  until  all  had  enough.  These  were*  alter  all,  happy 
days,  for  we  enjoyed  our  company  and  the  mill  was  soon 
started.” 

Another  incident:  ”1  remember  when  the  son  of  the 
owner  of  the  Bowman  Mill  died.  There  was  no  church  and 
no  preacher.  Our  parents  happened  to  know  that  at  that 
particular  time  there  came  a  Lutheran  Minister  lrom  Fulton 
to  Rochester,  and  out  into  the  country  near  Uncle  Graebers. 
Father  was  sure  they  could  get  this  Minister  but  lie  was  sick, 
and  brother  Fred  was  also  sick.  A  question:  Who  will  go? 
Remember  pioneer  days,  neighbors  few  and  far  apart.  No  one 
knew  the  way  or  place,  about  twelve  or  thirteen  miles  away. 
I  was  the  only  one  who  knew  where  to  go,  so  1  was  the  lucky 
one  to  go.  On  Sunday  morning,  to  walk  twelve  or  thirteen 
miles  to  get  the  preacher  to  preach  a  funeral.  W  ho  would  like 
to  walk  with  me  at  fourteen  years  of  age?  Next  day  we  came 
back,  my  Uncle  Graeber  accompanying  me.” 

Another  personal  experience  ib  recorded  as  lollows: 
“When  I  went  to  Logansport  to  work,  there  were  no  railroads 
and  scarcely  a  wagon  road.  Father  took  a  load  ol  wheat  to 
the  city  and  1  rode  on  the  load  (ol  wheat).  1  lived  at  Logan- 
port  three  months”.  This  was,  we  should  say,  an  exciting  and 
pivotal  experience  in  those  early  days  ol  the  evolution  ol  the 
community  and  the  civic  life  ol  Indiana,  and  all  who  passed 
through  that  experience  and  contributed  even  a  mite  of  their 
toil  and  blood  for  the  accomplishment  of  what  we  now  may 
see  and  enjoy,  are  deserving  of  our  hymn  of  praise  and  the 
gratitude  of  our  hearts. 

The  Historian  would  like  to  subjoin  a  statement  or  two  in 
appreciation  of  the  life  and  devotion  of  his  “  1  > i g  Sister  , 
who  next  to  Mother  herself,  has  always  seemed  to  him  like  a 
mother.  Her  life  has  been  a  hie  of  earnest  toil  and  labor; 
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she  ne’er  despised  the  “horny  hands  of  toil”.  In  matters 
ehurchly,  she  was  ever  willing  to  bear  her  share  of  responsi¬ 
bility.  In  her  recent  years  of  physical  affliction  and  suffering 
she  has  endured  it  patiently  and  bravely,  like  the  true  heroine 
of  the  Cross,  looking  only  for  the  reward  of  faith  that  shall 
be  the  reward  of  those  who  love  the  Lord’s  appearing. 

JACOB  HENRY  ZECHIEL. 

2.  Jacob  Henry  Zechiel,  Husband  of  Regina  Barbara  (Stahl) 
Zechiel,  is  the  son  of  William  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Kauff¬ 
man)  Zechiel,  born  in  Marion  County,  Ohio,  December  22, 
1845.  He  was  married  to  Regina  Barbara  Stahl,  October  10, 
1869,  at  the  Kaley  schoolhouse,  on  Sunday  afternoon  at  the 
close  of  the  church  service.  Reverend  Jesse  Schlosser  con¬ 
ducted  the  church  service  and  performed  the  marriage  cer¬ 
emony  in  the  presence  of  a  large  audience,  who,  for  the  most 
part  were  greatly  surprised.  It  was  this  way:  The  to-be-mar¬ 
ried  couple  with  the  attendants  remained  at  home  until  near¬ 
ly  time  for  the  church  service  to  close;  then  they  hastened  to 
the  place  with  the  speed  of  Arab  horses.  The  arrival  of  the 
wedding  party  was  a  little  ill-timed  however,  and  the  Minis¬ 
ter,  although  his  sermon  was  in  fact  ended,  had  to  keep  on 
talking  while  he  watched  for  the  appearance  of  the  horses  up 
the  road  from  the  Kaley  corner. 

The  ceremony  over,  the  wedding  party  as  hurriedly  re¬ 
turned  to  the  home  of  the  bride,  there  to  await  the  guests  and 
to  receive  their  congratulations.  The  weather  threatened  rain. 

No.  The  Historian  was  not  an  eye  witness  to  the  wedding 
service.  He  was  politely  requested  by  his.  parents  Jp  remain 
at  home  with  a  boy  friend  who  had  recently  been  ill  and  was 
not  able  to  go  to  the  Church.  So  much  for  that,  and  he  will 
never  forget  his  dissapointment. 

The  occupation  of  Jacob  H.,  is  and  was,  that  of  a  carpen¬ 
ter.  Perhaps  more  barns  have  been  put  up  in  the  old  Zechiel 
and  Stahl  neighborhood  by  him  and  his  helpers  than  by  any 
one  other  man.  Though  no  longer  in  the  active  service  as 
in  years  past  he  is  still  busy  with  the  tasks  when  occasion 
demands  it. 

It  was  he,  in  co-partnership  with  brother  Charles  11.  Stahl, 
who  built  the  Zion  Reformed  church  building  in  1872,  A.  D. 
An  incident  may  be  of  special  interest  here:  On  the  day  the 
church  structure  was  creeled,  after  some  of  the  heavy  joists 
were  laid  above,  Father  Stahl  was  standing  on  the  joists  or 
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on  a  plank  on  the  lower  floor.  Brother  Jacob  was  walking 
across  the  upper  joists,  \vh(.*n  a  defective  piece  broke  under 
the  strain  of  his  weight  and  the  two  pieces  fell  down,  one  on 
either  side  of  Bather,  missing  him  only  by  a  trifle.  Jacob 
caught  himself -and  did  not  follow  the  broken  parts  and  so, 
good  torturte  would  have  it,  no  one  was  injured. 

The  family  of  children  with  which  this  happy  couple  is 
blest  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  Stahl  household.  In  their  in¬ 
fancy  they  were  all  consecrated  to  the  Lord  in  Holy  Baptism 
and  instructed  in  the  way  of  our  I  loly  Religion.  The  children 
will  arise  and  call  their  parents  blest.  Since  both  are  with  us 
still,  not  knowing  the  day  or  the4  hour  lie  shall  come  for  the 
final  accounting  of  (Bod,  we  wish  them  the  blessedness  of  a 
living  hope  and  a  beautiful  sunset  of  life. 


MARY  CHRISTIANA  (STAHL)  ZECHIEL 

21.  Mary  C  hristiana,  first  daughter  of  Regina  Barbara 
(Stahl)  Zechiel,  was  born  April  2,  1865,  near  Marmont,  (now 
Culver,)  Indiana.  She  had  the*  advantages  of  a  common 
school  only  but  always  made  good  ust*  of  her  opportunities. 
O11  December  22,  1885,  she  was  married  to  Mr.  Daniel  L. 
Zechiel,  at  that  time  a  farmer,  but  who  since  that  time  has 
become  a  Minister  in  the  Evangelical  Association.  As  “Min¬ 
ister’s  Wife”,  Mary  has  performed  her  part  acceptably  and  i^ 
appreciated  for  her  geniality  and  helpfulness  by  all  to  whom 
she  and  her  husband  have  been  called  to  minister. 

Three  children  have  come  into  this  home,  namely:  Wal¬ 
ter  Louis,  Adah  Idella  and  Raymond  Arthur.  There  has  also 
come  great  sorrow.  In  the  Providence*  of  God,  both  the  eldest 
and  the  youngest  have  been  taken  away  from  the  scenes  of 
time  ami  are  now  dwelling  in  the  regions  of  the  blest.  We 
defer  for  the  present,  the  remarks  these  inc  idents  merit.  Like 
another  Mary,  “She  hath  treasured  it  all  in  her  heart.” 


DANIEL  E.  ZECHIEL. 


21.  Daniel  E.  Zechiel,  son  of  Jacob  and  his  wife,  Fredericka 
(Wolford)  Zechiel,  was  born  near  Marmont,  (now  Culver,) 
Indiana,  August  28,  i8bo.  Educated  in  tin*  common  schools  of 
Indiana,  his  work  was  always  creditable,  and  he  held  more 
credits  for  “head-marks”  than  any  other  boy  or  girl  in  school, 
and  on  the  “Last  Day”  of  school  was  always  made  happy  by 
receiving  the  “prize  lor  best  spelling”  Irom  the  1  eacher. 
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Alter  engaging  in  farming  the  first  few  years  after  mar¬ 
riage,  and  later  successfully  engaging  another  few  years  in 
the  General  Store  business,  lie  felt  the  call  to  the  Gospel  Min¬ 
istry.  Hence  he  disposed  of  his  wares  and  bec  ame  one  ol  the 
“Heralds”  of  the  Cross  of  Christ.  His  specal  preparation  for 
this  work  consisted  in  taking  the  Conference  Course  in  The¬ 
ology  under  the  Evangelical  Association.  He  has  held  pastor¬ 
ate's  at  Wanatah,  Waterloo,  Herne,  T't.  Wayne,  Indianapolis 
and  Huntingburg,  Indiana;  also  Louisville,  Kentucky,  Dayton 
Ohio,  Terre  Haute,  Indiana  and  other  prosperous  charges. 
His  popularity  as  a  pastor  is  evinced  by  this,  that  lie  is  now, 
by  request,  serving  a  charge  for  the  second  time. 

WALTER  LOUIS 


2i  i.  Walter  Louis,  son  ol  Daniel  L.  and  his  wife,  Mary  Chris¬ 
tiana  (Stahl)  Zechiel,  was  born  February  21,  1887.  Died  of 
Diphtheria,  June  10,  1894,  near  Culver,  Indiana,  which  was 
also  the  place  of  his  birth.  His  life  was  of  the  short  duration 
of  seven  years,  three  months  and  nineteen  days. 


ADAH  ID  ELLA  (ZECHIEL)  ROEDERER. 

212.  Adah  Iclella,  only- daughter  of  Daniel  E.  and  his  wife, 
Mary  Christiana  (Stahl)  Zechiel,  was  born  in  Culver,  Indi¬ 
ana,  May  7,  1892.  Attended  the  common  and  high  schools  of 
Indiana  and  Kentucky.  Also  graduated  from  Clark’s  Bus¬ 
iness  College,  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  the  year  1910. 

She  was  married  to  Mr.  Daniel  Elmer  Roederer,  of  Louis¬ 
ville,  Kentucky,  August  25,  1915,  A.  D.  The  service  was  per¬ 
formed  by  her  father,  Reverend  Daniel  E.  Zechiel,  in  the 
Church  of  which  he  was  pastor  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  His  pro¬ 
fession  in  business  is  that  of  Lithographer  and  is  forwarding 
a  lucrative'  enterprise. 

DANIEL  ELMER  ROEDERER. 


212.  Daniel  Elmer  Roederer,  son  of  George,  and  his  wife, 
Fhilipina  (Thomas)  Roederer,  was  born  in  Hunker  Hill,  In¬ 
diana,  May  3,  1887.  His  school  advantages  were  the  common 
schools  of  Kentucky  and  his  special  training  in  the  Craftman- 
ship  of  Lithography. 

HAROLD  ELMER  ROEDERER. 


2121.  Harold  Elmer,  son  of  Daniel  Elmer  and  his  wife,  Adah 
Iclella  (Zechiel)  Roederer,  was  born  in  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
April  30,  1918.  He  lives  to  bring  sunshine  into  the  home  of 
his  parents. 
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RAYMOND  ARTHUR  ZECHIEL. 

2 13.  Raymond  Arthur,  third  child  of  Daniel  E.  and  his  wife 
Mary  Christiana  (Stahl)  Zechiel,  was  born  March  .4,  1898,  in 
Waterloo,  Indiana,  and  dual  May  the  17th,  1918  aged  jo  years, 
1  month  and  2  j  days,  by  accidental  drowning  in  the  Olentangy 
River,  Columbus,  Ohio,  while  bathing  with  a  number  of  his 
Student  friends  of  the  Ohio  Sta'te  University.  This  was  a 
severe  shock,  not  only  to  his  parents  but  to  all  who  knew  him 
and  had  learned  to  love  him  for  his  genial  spirit  and  his 
manly  qualities.  A  quotation  from  tlu'  Obituary  read  on  his 
burial  day  is  apropos:  “A  characteristic  worthy  of  emulation 
was  his  choice  of  worthy  assoc  iate's.  As  a  student  he  was 
diligent  and  held  his  place  in  the  front  rank  of  his  classes;  was 
highly  esteemed  by  preceptors  and  classmates.” 


CLARA  ELIZABETH. 

22.  Clara  Elizabeth,  Daughter  of  Jacob  Henry  and  his  wife, 
Regina  Barbara  (Stahl)  Zechiel,  was  born  in  the  old  log 
house  of  the  (now)  Arthur  William  Zechiel,  place,  on  Au¬ 
gust  29,  1870,  and  died  November  14,  1870,  aged  two  months 
and  fifteen  clays.  A  treasured  remark  made  by  Aunt  Marg¬ 
aret  Graeber  as  she  entered  the'  home  of  the  bereaved  Mother, 
was. this,  “letzt  hast  du  auch  ein  Engel  i’m  Himmcl”  (Now 
you  also,  have  an  angel  in  heaven). 

A  Note  by  the  Historian:  Incident  to  this  occasion,  let 
him  say,  if  his  memory  serves  him  right,  it  was  his  privilege, 
a  boy  of  eleven  years,  to  drive  the  team  up  to  Germany,  a 
distance  of  twelve  miles,  to  the  Graebers,  to  bring  Aunt  Grae¬ 
ber  and  Cousin  Regina  clown  to  the  funeral;  and  he  had  fear 
in  his  heart  for  he  was  not  certain  of  the  way  and  had 
never  gone  so  far  alone  before. 


MINNIE  SOPHIA  (ZECHIEL)  CROSSLAN1). 


23. 


Minnie  Sophia,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  lii.s  wife,  Regina 
Barbara  (Stahl)  Zechiel,  was  born  December  15,  1872,  near 
Marmont  (now  Culver,)  Indiana.  She  had  advantages  of  the 
common  schools  of  Indiana  and  took  a  Business  Course*  at 
The  International  Business  College,  of  Eort  Wayne,  Indiana. 


She  was  married  to  William  Reynold  Crossland,  on  Jan¬ 
uary  22,  1914,  by  the*  Reverend  Daniel  E.  Zechiel,  then  of 
Louisville,  Kentucky.  She  was  a  faithful  companion. 
Since  that  time  she  has  been  at  home  with  her  parents 
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taking*  care  of  her  mother  who  has  been  severely  afflicted  by 
a  fall.  Relieved  from  this  duty  by  her  sister  Louise,  she  is 
now  engaged  in  office  work  at  the  Culver  Military  Academy. 

WILLIAM  RLYNOLD  CROSSLAN1  >. 

23.  William  Reynold  Crossland,  was  born  September  2(>, 
1862,  at  Columbus,  Indiana,  and  died  at  his  home  near  Cul¬ 
ver,  Indiana,  December  31,  1920.  In  his  lifetime  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  as  a  miller,  larmer,  and  lastly  as  a  Clerk  in  the  Culver 
1  Astoffice. 

ARTHUR  WILLIAM. 

24.  Arthur  William,  first  born  son  of  Jacob  Henry  and  hi> 
wife,  Regina  Barbara  (Stahl)  Zechiel,  was  born  June  28, 
1875.  Ho  is  a  farmer  and  has  been  math'  the  Road  Super¬ 
visor  of  Union  Township  in  several  successive  terms  by  tlu* 
choice  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

On  February  17,  1897,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Li  hit*  Ma 
Krieger,  by  the  reverend  J.  W.  Barber.  Two  children  have 
come  to  bless  this  family  life,  Velma  Ramona,  and  Cleta 
1  lorn  ice. 

LILLIL  MAY  (KR1LGLR)  XLCl 


24.  Lillie  May,  daughter  of  George  Daniel  and  his  wife 
Margaret  (Price)  Krieger,  was  born  January  18,  1877,  in  St. 
Joseph  County,  Indiana.  Fnjoyed  common  school  facilities 
Was  a  farmer’s  daughter  and  is  now  a  farmer’s  wife.  She  be¬ 
lieves,  in  the  language  of  the  Poet,  “God  made*  tlu'  country, 
and  Man  the  town.” 


VFLMA  RAMONA  (XLCl  1 1  LL)  IIATTLN. 


241.  Velma  Ramona,  daughter  of  Arthur  William  and  \w> 
wife  Lillie  May  (Krieger)  Zechiel,  was  born  near  Culver,  In¬ 
diana,  October  18,  1899. 


She  was  married  to  Arthur  F.  Hattan,  on  August  the  25, 
1920,  by  the  Reverend  Ldward  L.  Zechiel.  She  is  the  second 
wife  of  Arthur  II.  and  lives  happily  with  him. 


ARTHUR  F.  IIATTLN. 

241.  Arthur  F.  Hatton,  son  of  Simon  M.  and  his  wife,  Lllen 
Vorries,  Hatton,  was  born  September  30,  1893,  Burr  Oak,  Mar¬ 
shall  County,  Indiana.  He  is  a  Clerk,  in  the  Culver,  Indiana, 
Postoffice. 
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EDITH  PEA  EL. 

2411.  Edith  Pearl,  daughter  of  Arthur  E.  I  kitten  and  his  wile, 
Velma  Ramona  (Zechiel)  Ilatten,  was  horn  in  Culver,  Indi¬ 
ana,  March  30,  1921. 

ROBERT  AETIIl  E. 

2412.  Robert  Arthur,  son  of  Arthur  I',  and  hi>  wife,  Wlma 
Ramona  (Zechiel)  [fatten,  was  born  in  Culver,  Indiana,  Scp- 
tember  21,  1922. 

LOUISA  ADAUNE  (ZECHIEL)  E()M,IC. 

25.  Adaline  Louisa,  daughter  of  Jacob  Henry  and  Ids  wile, 
Regina  Barbara  (Stahl)  Zechiel,  was  born  near  Marmont, 
(now  Culver,)  Indiana,  July  19,  1S77.  She  was  married  to 
Austin  Eomig,  December  27,  1900,  by  the  Reverend  X.  11. 
Smith,  pastor  of  the  Reformed  Church,  of  which  both  wen! 
members..  One  daughter  has  been  born  to  them,  Yerda  ldella. 
Louisa  is  living'  with  1km*  family  under  the  old  Roof  Tree, 
where  she  is  tenderly  caring  for  her  afflicted  mother. 

~  AUSTIN  EOMIG. 

25.  Austin  Eomig,  husband  of  Louisa  Adaline  Zechiel,  is 
the  son  of  Henry  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Jane  (Cromley)  Eomig, 
was  born  in  Stark  County,  Indiana,  June  b,  1S7S.  He  ih  a 
farmer,  but  has  been  engaged  in  other  occupations,  such  a> 
carpentering,  and  ice-cream  manufacturing.  They  lived  hap¬ 
pily  in  their  farm  industry,  but  are  now  living,  in  Culver. 

VICE  DA  I  DELLA. 

» 

251.  Yerda  ldella,  daughter  of  Austin  Monroe  and  hi.>  wife, 
Louisa  Adaline  (Zechiel)  Eomig,  was  born  February  20,  1907. 
She  enjoys  the  luxuriant  life  of  the  High  School  girl. 

ELSIE  ELENORA  (ZECHIEL)  ASPEE.. 

26.  Elsie  Elenora,  daughter  of  Jacob  Henry  and  his  wife, 
Regina  Barbara  (Stahl)  Zechiel,  was  born  near  Marmont 
(now  Culver,)  Indiana,  October  3,  1879.  Had  the  advantages 
of  common  schools  of  Indiana.  Before  her  marriage  she  was 
a  milliner  in  the  community  and  enjoyed  the  work. 

On  December  27,  1905,  she  was  married  to  Charles  A. 
Asper,  by  the  Reverend  Daniel  E.  Zechiel,  at  the  Brick’s 
home.  I  his  culminated  her  engagement  in  llie  millinery  bus¬ 
iness  and  she  has  become  a  home-maker. 

CHARLES  A.  ASPEE. 

26.  Charles  A.  Asper,  husband  of  Elenora  Zechiel,  is  the-  son 
of  Aaron  and  his  wife,  Evana  (Burket)  Asper.  He  was  born 
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at  Rutland,  Indiana,  August  5,  1880.  llis  occupation  is  that 
of  cement  mason  and  he  has  a  thriving  business. 

CECIL  BERNARD. 

261.  Cecil  Bernard,  son  of  Charles  A.  and  his  wife,  Elsie 
Elenora,  (Zechiel)  Asper,  was  born  July  9,  1911. 

DERALD  DEANE. 

262.  Deraid  Deane,  son  of  Charles  A.  and  his  wife,  Elsie  El¬ 
enora,  (Zechiel)  Asper,  \\ras  born  January  24,  1917. 

EDWARD  EMANUEL. 

27.  Edward  Emanuel,  son  of  Jacob  Henry  and  Ins  wife,  Re¬ 
gina  Barbara  (Stahl)  Zechiel,  was  born  near  Marmont,  (now 
Culver,)  Indiana,  March  2b,  1882. 

He  had  the  usual  school  advantage's  afforded  by  the. 
State  of  Indiana.  lie  graduated  from  the  Culver  High  School 
in  1901.  After  that  lie  took  a  full  College  course  at  Heidel¬ 
berg  University,  Tiffin,  Ohio.  Pursuant  to  that  he  took  a 
full  'fheological  course  at  the'  Central  Theological  Seminary, 
Dayton,  Ohio,  graduating  in  the*  year  1911.  He  was  licensed 
and  ordained  the  same*  year  by  the  Lancaster  Classis,  of  the* 
Ohio  Synod,  to  preach  the  gospel  and  has  been  successful  as 
a  preacher  and  pastor  through  these'  years.  His  first  pastorate 
was  in  the  Stoutsville  C  harge*,  Ohio  Synod.  At  the  present 
time  he  is  pastor  of  the'  Reformed  C  hurch  at  Wadsworth, 
( )hio,  one  of  the  best  congregations  of  S\  nod. 

He  was  married  to  Ethel  C  laire*  Smith,  at  the*  bride’s 
home,  Culver,  Indiana,  by  the  ReveTeml  A.  ).  Michael,  Octo- 
ber  11,  1911.  One  daughter  has  been  born  to  them,  Roberta 
Maud. 

ETHEL  CLAIRE  (SMITH)  ZECHIEL. 

27.  Ethel  Claire  daughter  of  David  11.  and  his  wife  Sonora 
(Baker)  Smith  was  born  in  Culver,  Indiana,  October  21,  1888. 
Before  her  marriage  to  Edward,  she  taught  public  school  four 
years.  Since  her  marriage  she  has  borne*  her  husband  a  fine 
daughter  and  proven  herself  an  acceptable  “pastor’s  wife.” 

ROBERTA  MAUD. 

271.  Roberta  Maud,  is  the  daughter  of  Edward  Emanuel  and 
his  wile,  Ethel  Claire,  (Smith)  Zechiel.  She*  was  born  at 
Stoutsville,  Ohio,  December  5,  1913. 
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CHESTER  LEONARD. 


28.  Chester  Leonard,  son  of  Jacob  Henry  and  his  wife,  Re¬ 
tina  Barbara,  (Stahl)  Zechiel,  was  born  near  Mannont,  (now 
Culver,)  Indiana,  April  4,  1884.  He  graduated  from  the  Cul¬ 
ver  High  School  in  1902.  Graduated  from  the  Indiana  Stale 
Normal  in  1908.  After  teaching  and  specializing  in  Geology 
for  several  years  he  took  a  Rh.  13.  degree  in  the  University  of 
Chicago  in  1912,  and  Doctor  of  Jurisprudence  from  tin*  Law 
Department  of  that  Institution  in  the. year  1913.  He  has  been 
and  continues  to  be  an  active  attorney  at  Indianapolis,  with 
commendable  success.  Chester  Leonard  is  a  lover  of  good 
music  and  had  the  honor  of  being  a  member  of  tin*  Univers 
ity  Ouartet,  and  as  such,  had  the*  special  pleasure  of  making 
a  tour  through  the  great  West.  For  two  years,  1918-1919,  hr 
was  an  attorney  for  the  Federal  Trade  Commission  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  ('.  We  bespeak  for  him  a  successful  career  in  his 
chosen  profession. 

MYRTLE  ADELINE  (MED-BOUEN)  ZECHIEL. 

28.  Myrtle  Adaline,  wife  of  Chester  Leonard,  Zechiel,  is  the 
daughter  of  Thomas,  and  his  wile  Mary  Elizabeth  (Green) 
Medbourn.  Hie  was  born  at  Culver,  Indiana,  November  20. 
1885.  She  graduated  from  the  Culver  High  School  and  car¬ 
ried  some  work  in  Music  at  DeRau  University,  lie  fore  her 
marriage  she  was  Chief  Clerk'  of  the  Culver  Telephone  Sys¬ 
tem.  She  is  the  Mother  of  the  two  happy  childien  who  hav« 
come  to  bless  this  home,  Mary  Barbara  and  Marjorie  Rose. 


281.  Mary  Barbara, 
Myrtle  A.  Zechiel. 
apolis,  Indiana. 


MARY  BARBARA. 

is  the  oldest  daughter  of  Chester  L.  and 
She  was.  born  October  19,  1915,  at  Indiae- 

MAR  JOE  IE  ROSE. 


282.  Marjorie  Rose,  is  the  second  daughter  of  C  hester  L.  ami 
Myrtle  A.  Zechiel,  born  October  10,  1917,  at  Indianapolis,  In¬ 
diana. 

Note*:  To  the  best  knowledge  of  the  Historian,  these 
all  ha\e  become  members  of  the  Church,  or  in  the  event  of 
the  children  who  are  not  old  enough  to  take  on  the  \o\vs  ol 
Church  membership  have  at  least  been  baptized  into  the 
faith  of  Jesus  Christ. 
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‘I  hippy  the  man,  anil  happy  he 
al<  >ne, 

lie  who  can  call  to-day  his  own: 
lie  who  secure  within,  can  say, 

Tomorrow  do  thy  worst,  for  I  have 
lived  to-day/’ 
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III. 

CHARLES  HENRY  STAHL,  FAMILY 


3.  Charles  Henry  Stahl. 

Charles  Henry,  is  the  son  of  Jacob  Frederick  and  his  wife, 
Christiana,  (Gehring)  Stahl.  He  was  born  in  Cecil  ingen,  Ger¬ 
many,  July  5,  1849.  A.  IX 

With  the  family,  he  emigrated  to  America  in  June,  1852, 
being  at  that  time  about  three  years  old.  The  story  of  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Indiana,  would  be  much 
like  to  that  of  Fred’s  and  Regina’s,  and  so  we  spare  ourselves 
the  time  and  the  patience  to  recount  it  all.  From  Fred  to 
Louisa,  almost  from  Alpha  to  Omega,  (the  Historian  will 
not  include  himself  within  those  limits),  it  was  a  hard  luck 
story.  Deprivations  of  school  advantages,  whether  from 
*  he  school  side  of  it  or  the  home  side,  were  to  this  group  of 
children  next  to  tragic. 

Charles  Henry  did  his  share  in  the  clearing  up  of  the 
home  farm  especially,  and  later  worked  the  farm  he  had 
helped  to  clear. 

Early  in  his  years  he  showed  a  decided  tendency  or  tal¬ 
ent  in  architectural  planning  and  carpentry,  and  with  little 
more  than  his  pen-knife  he  constructed  a  well  designed,  barn- 
frame  or  skeleton.  No  one  knew  of  his  engagement  in  this 
little  piece  of  work  until  it  was  completed.  On  frequent  oc¬ 
casions  he  was  requested  to  show  his  work  to  people  who 
might  be  visiting  at  our  house.  After  he  had,  become  of  age, 
he  was  employed  by  our  neighbor,  Mr.  Jacob  Zcchiel,  the  car¬ 
penter,  as  an  apprentice  in  carpentering.  His  first  work  was 
on  the  Axter  barn  up  in  Germany,  and  his  wages  were  fifty 
cents  per  day  and  board.  This  was  for  three  months;  after  that 
it  was  one  dollar  per  day  and  board.  From  that  time  onward 
he  engaged  in  that  trade  and  became  proficient  in  his  work. 
He  was  the  assistant  carpenter  with  Jacob  I  I.  Zechiel,  already 
mentioned,  in  the  building  of  the  Zion  Reformed  Church 
where  we  have  been  wont  to  assemble  in  our  annual  family 
gatherings,  a  place  of  sacred  memories  sweet. 
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His  health  failing’  him,  in  consequence  largely  of  sick¬ 
ness  with  the  Black  Measels  and  the  awful  aftermath,  he 
ceased  from  the  trade  and  took  a  year  off,  going  for  the  sum¬ 
mer  of  1875  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  where  he  sought  out  in  the 
open  fields  to  regain  his  health.  This  experience  he  repeated 
the  year  following,  this  time  being  accompanied  by  sister 
Sophia,  whose  health  was  likewise  precarious  from  the  same 
cause,  Measles.  But  why  not  complete  the  list  of  attendants? 
They  were  William  G.  Zechiel,  now  the  husband  of  Sophia, 
and  Louis  C.  Zechiel,  now  the  husband  of  Louisa.  'I'll is  was 
about  the  year  187b,  Centennial  year. 


This  Western  trip  seemed  to  help  toward  the  restoration 
of  his  good  health  but  he  was  not  completely  restored.  So  in 
the  year  1878,  he  made  a  trip  to  Europe,  to  the  community 
where  he  was  born,  Mother  accompanying  him.  This  trip  was 
of  about  four  months  duration.  The  sea-air  and  plenty  ol 
rest  and  the  good  fellowship  with  friends,  did  much  for  him 
toward  the  regaining  of  his  good  health.  From  this  visit 
they  returned  almost  exactly  26  years  to  the  day  from  the  day 
they  landed  in  1852  as  emigrants. 


After  Father  died  he  took  charge  of  the  farm,  remaining 
at  home  with  Mother  and  the  family.  After  the  first  year 
however,  he  was  away  from  home  most  of  the  time  during  the 
week  working  on  the  trade,  and  the  work  was  left  to 
be  done  mostly  by  his  younger  brother,  excepting  the  two 
summers  he  spent  in  the  West.  Later,  when  the  younger 
brother  attended  Normal  School  and  taught,  and  later  still, 
when  he  attended  College,  he  took  fidl  charge  of  the  farm 
again  and  built  the  barn;  before  that  we  had  only  a  log 
stable. 


He  was  married  to  Charity  Shaw,  November  25,  1886,  by 
the  Reverend  P.  J.  Spangler.  He  and  his  bride  made  a  wed¬ 
ding  trip  to  Somerset,  Ohio,  to  visit  his  brother  anti  wife  in 
their  first  pastorate.  Aside  from  this  Honty-Moon  trip  this 
couple  settled  down  to  house  keeping  and  remained  with 
Mother  until  she  died,  taking  her  into  their  own  home,  which 
they  occupied  for  a  year  or  two  in  Culver  before  she  passed 
away.  Brother  Charles  will  always  be  appreciated  for  his 
care  and  fidelity  to  Mother  when  the  other  children  had  mar¬ 
ried  and  of  necessity  were  called  away  from  the  old  hearth 
and  home  to  establish  their  own  households. 
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An  incident  or  two:  In  the  early  days  of  the  farm  the 
hawks  and  owls  and  minks  and  other  “vermint”  would  come 
and  take  our  young-  chickens.  The  Minister  Rev.  Jesse  Schlos- 
ser  was  with  us  on  a  certain  evening  and  for  over  night. 
It  was  supper  time  and  very  dark.  C  harley  either  did  not  come 
to  supper  at  all  or  left  the  table  before  the  rest  of  the  folks 
had  finished  eating.  Presently  we  heard  a  gun-shot.  In  a  few 
minutes  Charley  came  in  with  an  owl  that  stretched  about 
four  feet  from  tip  to  tip.  Asked  how  he  managed  to  shoot  the 
owl  in  the  dark,  he  said  he  waited  till  the  owl  Hoo-hoo’ed 
and  pointing  the  gun  into  the  direction  of  the  sound  he  fired 
and  got  his  bird. 


One  of  his  characteristics  was  to  be  retiring.  Out  in  the 
field  he  could  often  be  heard  singing  or  whistling  but  seldom, 
if  ever,  in  the  house.  His  place  in  the  house  usually  was  on 
the  lower  step  leading  upstairs.  There  were  his  boots  and 
there  hung  his  hat  and  coat  and  no  one  disupted  his  right 
to  certain  hooks  for  that  purpose. 

In  the  neighborhood  he  had  many  friends,  and  some  oi 
them  never  failed  to  come  to  him  to  “talk  things  over”  for 
the  wise  counsel  he  was  able  to  give  them.  From  the  Obituary 
read  at  his  funeral  we  note  the  following:-  “Mr.  Stahl  had 
many  positions  of  trust  and  honor  in  the  church  and  public 
lj/e.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  treasurer  of  the  joint 
^S-sistory  of  the  Culver  charge  and  gave  the  work  his  most 
careful  attention.  He  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  a 
member  of  the  town  council  (Culver),  and  also  several  terms 
as  a  member  of  the  School  Hoard,  of  which  he  was  president 
at  the  time  of  his  death.” 


Several  years  before  his  death  he  was  stricken  with  par¬ 
alysis  from  which  he  never  fully  recovered  despite  all  the 
treatment  that  medical  science  could  oiler  him.  Hut  he  was 
ready  when  the  summons  came  and  it  is  this  final  victory 
of  faith  that  leaves  a  family  and  friends  comforted  despite 
their  sorrow.  Up  until  that  time  it  was  said  that  no  such  a 
large  concourse  of  the'  people  had  gathered  together  to  show 
honor  and  respect  to  a  departed  fellow  citizen.  It  was  to  a 
company  like  that,  that  one  of  the  officiating  Minister:  mid, 
“Who  will  arise  and  take  the  place  of  Mr.  Stahl  in  the  service 
of  the  Community?”. 


Page  Eighty-three 


. 


THE  STAHL  FAMILY  HISTORY 


CHARITY  (SHAW)  STAHL. 

3.  Charity  (Shaw)  Stahl,  is  the  daughter  of  William  and  his 
wife,  Nancy  (Thompson)  Shaw.  She  was  horn  near  Marmont 
(now  Culver)  Indiana,  January  9,  1856;  Her  father  was  one 
of  the  aggressive  farmers  of  Union  Township  and  was  above 
the  average  citizen  in  intellectual  ability  and  eloquence  as  a 
public  speaker.  On  several  occasions  he  was  elected  to  the 
position  of  Representative  in  the  Indiana  Legislature  and 
represented  his  constituency  with  fairness  to  them  and  credit 
to  himself. 

Charity  Shaw  was  not  only  advantaged  by  the  common 
school  facilities,  she  had  special  normal  training  in  the 
Valparaiso  Normal  School,  and  was  in  her  time  one  of  the 
most  advanced  teachers  of  the  Township.  She.  taught  about 
twelve  years  and  loved  her  work. 

Married  to  Charles  II.  Stahl,  Thanksgiving  Day,  1886, 
she  turned  away  from  an  engagement  that  always  had  fasci¬ 
nated  her  to  that  of  home  maker  and  became  the  happy 
mother  of  four  children,  one  of  whom  has  never  lived  to 
breathe  the  atmosphere  of  earth.  Three  others  have  grown  to 
manhood  and  womanhood  and  are  with  us  today;  namely, 
Esther  Barbara,  Della  Cicilia  and  Charles  Russell. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Charity  performed  her 
duties  to  the  home  and  has  the  praise  of  those  who  knew  her 
circumstances  of  loneliness,  and  her  ability  to  manage  af¬ 
fairs. 

She  has  been  a  teacher  in  Sunday  School  and  an  earnest 
worker  in  the  Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union,  having 
been  sent  by  her  local  Societies,  Church  and  Temperance,  to 
represent  them  in  the  higher  assemblies  and  conventions, 
both  of  County  and  State. 

INFANT  SON 

31.  Infant  Son,  still  born,  January  5,  1888. 

ESTHER  BARBARA. 

32.  Esther  Barbara,  first  daughter  of  Charles  Henry  and  hif 
wife  Charity  (Shaw)  Stahl,  was  born  near  Marmont  (now  Cul¬ 
ver)  Indiana,  April  21,  1889.  Her  education  consisted  of  the 
common  schools  of  the  community,  two  years  of  High  School 
work  and  a  Business  Course  in  the  Business  College  of  Soutl 
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Bend,  Indiana.  At  the  present  time  she  is  employed  in  the 
General  Store  and  office  of  the  Saine  Store  ol  Culver,  her 
home  town.  In  the  Sunday  School  and  Church  she  has  al 
ways  shown  a  deep  interest  and  performed  a  vital  part  in 
their  advancement  and  orosperity. 

DELLA  CICILIA. 

33.  Della  Cicilia,  daughter  of  Charles  Henry  and  his  wife, 
Charity  (Shaw)  Stahl,  was  born  near  Marmont,  (now  Culver) 
Indiana,  November  8,  1890. 

Graduated  from  the  Culver  High  School  in  1908. 

Following  her  graduation,  she  took  special  work  pre¬ 
paratory  for  teaching  in  the  Teacher’s  Normal  at  the  Val¬ 
paraiso  University,  Valparaiso,  Indiana.  She  taught  two 
years  and  then  suddenly  accepted  a  challenge  to  the  marital 
bonds  as  offered  by  one,  Claude  May.  To  this  union  there 
have  been  born  two  bright  little  children,  Eva  Charity  and 
James  Russell.  Marriage  service  was  performed  by  Rev.  A. 
J.  Michael,  April!  24,  1910. 

CLAUDE  MAY. 

33.  Claude  May,  husband  of  Della  Cicilia,  (Stahl)  May,  was 
born  February  27,  1890,  in  Fulaski  County,  Indiana.  His  fa¬ 
ther  was  Charles  May,  and  his  Mother,  Eva  (Saine)  May. 
C  laude  has  taken  the  work  of  the  common  schools  of  Indiana 
and  two  years  in  the  Culver  High  School.  Born  in  a  merchant 
family,  he  “grew  up  with  the  business’’,  which  is  the  best 
kind  of  a  preparation,  and  today  holds  the  responsible  po- 

-S^Ton  of  Manager  of  the  “big  store’’  and  for  the  most  part 
does  the  buying  of  the  goods,  in  itself  a  fine  accomplishment. 

EVA  CHARITY. 

331.  Eva  Charity,  is  the  daughter  of  Claude  and  his  wife,  I  )ella 
Cicilia  (Stahl)  May,  and  was  born  in  Culver,  Indiana,  Jan¬ 
uary  4,  1912. 

JAMES  RUSSELL. 

332.  James  Russell,  son  of  Claude  and  his  wife,  Della  Cicilia 
(Stahl)  May,  was  born  in  Culver,  Indiana,  December  23,  1918. 

CHARLES  RUSSELL. 

34.  Charles  Russell,  son  of  C  harles  Henry  and  his  wife,  Char¬ 
ity  (Shaw)  Stahl,  was  born  near  Marmont  (now  Culver)  lndi- 
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ana,  June  17,  1893.  Brought  up  in  the  country  for  a  few  years, 
t lie  son  (as  his  sisters)  attended  the  country  schools.  Later 
attended  the  schools  of  Culver,  from  which  he  graduated ‘in 
the  year  1910.  Graduated  in  1915  from  the  Mechanical  Engin¬ 
eering  Department  of  the  Purdue  University,  at  Lafayette, 
Indiana.  He  is  at  present  the  Assistant  Manager  of  the 
People’s  Light  and  Power  Company,  of  Davenport,  Iowa. 
Married  on  February  28,  1930,  to  Miss  Margaret  Helen  Mc¬ 
Nally,  by  the  Reverend  L.  M.  Coffman.  His  position  is  a 
lucrative  one. 

MARGARET  HELEN  (McNALLY)  STAHL. 

34.  Margaret  Helen,  wife  of  Charles  Russell  Stahl,  is  the  . 
daughter  of  David  and  his  wife,  Laura  (Toops)  McNally. 
She  was  born  April  8,  1896,  in  Kohoka,  Missouri.  Is  a  high 
school  graduate;  took  a  Business  Course  as  special  prepara¬ 
tion  for  her  life  work  and  was  an  accomplished  stenographer 
before  her  marriage;  since  their  marriage  she  has  developed 
into  that  higher  rank  of  life,  a  housekeeper,  woman’s  great 
art. 

341.  Margaret  Jean,  first  daughter  of  Charles  Russell  and  his 
wife,  Margaret  Helen  (McNally)  Stahl,  was  born  March  30, 
1924.  A1  near  contender  for  the  seat  of  honor  of  the  “  fop- 
most  Twig  on  the  Family  Tree”,  Gerald  Merlin,  son  of  Arthur 
J.  and  Genevieve,  Stahl,  having  delayed  his  arrival  until  the 
fifth  day  of  April,  an  unchivalrous  act  toward  his  rival  cousin. 

“So  say  we  all  of  us, 

So  say  we  all!” 
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“Home  is  the  resort 
Of  love,  of  joy,  of  peace,  and  plenty;  where, 
Supporting-  and  supported,  polished  friends 
And  dear  relations  mingle  into  bliss.” 

— Thomson. 
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SOPHIA  MARGERETHA  (STAHL)  ZECHIEL, 

FAMILY 


4.  Sophia  Margeretha,  second  daughtcT  of  Jacob  Frederick 
and  his  wife,  Christiana  (Gehring)  Stahl,  was. born  in  Gech- 
ingen,  Germany,  May  4,  1852.  She  was  only  a  “babe”  four 
weeks  old  when  the  family  emigrated  to  America.  In  speak¬ 
ing  about  the  trip  across  the  Atlantic,  Mother  said  that  a  cer¬ 
tain  gentleman  who  had  become  a  friend  of  the  family,  would 
take  our  little  baby  and  toss  her  up  in  his  arms  and  say, 
‘You  will  make  a  good  feed  for  the  fishes”.  Hut  he  never 
threw  her  over-board.  She  arrived  safely  on  the  American 
side  and  still  lives  to  tell  us  much  of  the  story  of  her  life. 

SOPHIA  BLCOMLS  RFMINISCLNT. 


Summarizing  and  paraphrasing,  the  Historian  wdl  give 
her  autobigraphy  as  nearly  in  the*  language  of  the  author  ;n 
poss-ible  and  her  life’s  story  in  her  own  way,  avoiding  dupli¬ 
cations  of  things  given  by  those  proceeding  her. 

“Well,  I  can  not  tell  anything  of  my  birthplace  nor  my 
first  three  years  in  Ohio.  I  remember  some  of  the  flowers 
in  Tressie  Kisenhauer’s  flower  bed,  and  a  lady  who  lived 
down  the  road  who  had  auburn  hair  and  the  Axters  and  a 
certain 'lavender  dress  that  Mother  wore.” 


Speaking  of  the  time  when  the  family  lived  in  the  Polly 
Ssiace  in  Fulton  County,  Indiana  she  says:  “We  lived  nearby  a 
maYi  by  the  name  of  Kddmger,  Peter  Kddinger.  There  the 
Lutherans  had  Church  services  occasionally  and  that  was  the 
first  Church  I  ever  attended.  A  Lutheran  Minister  by  the 
name  of  Basler,  came  from  Bruce  Lake.  At  Crum  Pollys  a 
little  brother  of  ours  was  born.  1  can  just  remember  the  little' 
casket  and  mother  crying.  That  is  the  little'  “babe”  wlm  lies 
in  the  Leiters  Cemetery.” 

Concerning  the  family  living  at  the  Dr.  G.  A.  Durr  place, 
or  Delong,  she  relates:-  “There*  I  had  the  nicest  time  in  my 
chilhood  life.  Here  Fatlmr  and  the  boys  had  to  break  up  the* 
ground.  They  had  a  large  break  plough  and  hitched  Irom 
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four  to  six,  or  eight  yoke  of  oxen  to  it  and  in  that  way  did 
ill e  clearing-.  We  little  ones  had  to  learn  to  work  early,  pick¬ 
ing-  up  little  limbs  that  fell  from  the  trees.  Later,  when  the 
crops  were  out,  we  had  to  watch  the  pigs  by  the  river’s  side 
for  they  would  swim  the  river  and  get  into  our  fields  of  grain. 

“In  the  river  bottom  and  all  around  these  premises,  there 
were  many  berries  and  crab  apples  and  hazel  nuts  and  wal¬ 
nuts,  and  these  we  gathered  and  carried  home  by  the  bushels; 
also  fine  plums  and  red  haws. 

“Another  enemy  of  the  ripening  crops  were  the  black 
birds  and  the'  pigeons,  and  these  had  to  be'  shewed  off  with 
clapping  of  hands  or  of  small  boards,  or  shingles.”  Once 
Sophia  fired  off  a  shot-gun  and  in  that  way  frightened  the 
birds,  and  she  adds,  “the  gun  did  not  kick  me  over,  either. 

“The  first  school  I  ever  attended  was  in  the  Dodd  School 
house.  The  school  was  located  about  two  miles  north  of 
where  the  family  lived,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Tippecanoe 
River.  It  was  a  log  house  with  two  windows  and  big  long 
desks  on  three  sides  of  tlu'  room,  the  little  ones  had  to  sit 
on  the  front  benches. 


“My  first  teacher’s  name  was  Maria  DeMoss.  We  had  a 
few  weeks  of  summer  school  and  three  months  of  winter 
school;  these  winter  months  were  December,  January  and 
February.  But  one  winter  we  had  no  school  at  all.” 


School  Days  in  the  Kaley  Schoolhouse:-  “About  eighty 
scholars  were  enrolled  with  an  average  attendance  of  about 
sixty-five.  We  had  pupils  as  old  as  twenty  years  or  more  and 
the  little  people  did  not  receive  much  attention.  I  never 
got  to  study  History,  Geography,  Physiology;  not  much  of 
Grammar  and  was  sent  to  the  Black-board  for  work  (prob¬ 
lems  in  Arithmetic  probably)  only  twice  in  my  life”. 


Her  life  in  Church  and  home  has  always  been  of  the  char¬ 
acter  of  deep  consecration  and  spiritual  mindedness.  There 
was  an  instance  in  connection  with  the  Sunday  School  and 
the  writer  will  never  forget  it,  it  was  this:  It  was  the  custom 
in  those  days  to  give  out  blue  and  red  cards  which  contained 
Scripture  verses  which  the  holder  was  to  commit  and  then  re¬ 
cite  the  next  Sabbath.  After  we  had  learned  four  blue-card 
texts  we  received  a  red-card.  This  was  interesting  to  some, 
not  so  interesting  to  others.  But  our  Sophia  could  not  be 
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held  within  the  limits  of  red  and  blue  cards.  She  learned 
large  portions  of  the  Scriptures,  sometimes  whole  chapters, 
and  so,  at  the  end  of  the  Sunday  School  year  she  received, 
on  several  occasions,  the  prize  for  having  committed  the 
greatest  number  of  Scripture  verses,  which  out*  year  (if  mv 
memory  serves  me  right)  ran  up  to  more  th.au  one  thousand 
verses.  Those  were  interesting  and  profitable  experiences 
and  a  revival  of  the  custom  in  our  modern  Sunday  School 
work  would  possibly  help  our  youth  to  a  bettor  acquaintance 
with  the  word  of  God. 


THRILLING  INCIDENTS. 


In  those  pioneer  days  it  was  customary  to  let  the  cattle 
run  out  in  the  open  commons.  In  the  evenings  tin*  smaller 
ones  of  the  family  would  go  after  the  cows;  so  she  writes: 
“Once  1  had  to  go  after  them  and  when  I  found  them  they 
were  on  one  side  of  a  certain  “slew”  and  I  on  the  other.  I  low 
to  get  over  this  “slew”  was  the  question,  for  there  was  no  safe 
crossing  within  a  mile  or  so.  So  1  waded  in,  stepping  from  one 
grasspatch  or  bog,  to  another.  Hut  1  kept  going  down  into 
the  mud  deeper  and  deeper,  until  once  I  was  in  nearly  up  to 
my  arms.  Two  men  seeing  me  called  to  me  to  get  out  or  else 
I  would  drown.  I  could  hardly  get  back.  Had  1  gone  down 
there,  no  one  ever  would  have  known  what  had  become  of 
me. 

“Once  1  was  bitten  by  a  rattlesnake.”  The  incident 
her  being  bitten  by  a  rattlesnake  occured  one  evening  w 
she  was  carrying  the  milk  into  the  cellar.  The  reptile  was 
snugly  curled  up  and  lying  by  the  side  of  the  path  and  as 
she  stepped  near  by,  it  struck  her  in  the  foot.  Immediate 
attention  saved  her  life.  The  historian  well  remembers  when 
she  was  hopelessly  ill  with  measles  and  incident  illness.  He 
also  remembers  when  Father  carried  her  down  stairs  after 
having  had  a  very  severe  spell  of  typhoid  fever.  Hut  these 
\are  incidents  that  teach  us  the  expectancies  of  life  and  stim¬ 
ulate  our  faith  in  Gocl. 


<  >  I 


MARRIED. 

Sophia  Stahl  was  married  to  William  Gottlieb  Zechiel,  on 
November  first,  1877,  in  the  Zion  Reformed.  Church,  by  the 
Pastor,  Reverend  Jerome  H.  Henry.  This  was  the  Parson’s 
first  wedding,  and  perhaps  the  embarassment  of  the  Minister 
was  as  great  as  that  of  the  young  couple  who  stood  before 
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him  at  the  marriage  altar.  But  he  did  a  “good  job”,  for  they 
have  stuck  together  now  these  forty-seven  years  and  there  is 
no  evidence  of  a  “break”  between  them  even  yet. 

To  this  union  were  born  one  son  and  two  daughters, 
Sylvester  Amandus,  Augusta  Sophia  and  Kivu  Ruth.  I  ler 
husband  is  a  farmer  and  carpenter.  In  each  particulai  he  has 
“made  good”  and  always  provided  well  for  tin*  house-wile 
and  the  children  at  the'  fire-side.  Themselves  not  having  had 
the  best  advantages  of  a  liberal  education,  they  saw  to  it  that 
their  children  should  have  the  best  their  circumstances  would 
allow.  No  parents  ever  yearned  more  deeply  and  provided 
for  the  religious  training  of  their  children  more  carefully, 
than  has  this  plodding  pair.  Verily,  they  will  have  their 
reward. 

WILLIAM  GOTTLIEB  ZKCHIKL. 

|.  William  (L  Xechiel,  husband  of  Sophia  M.  (Stahl)  Zee h- 
iel,  is  the  oldest  son  of  Jacob  and  his  wife,  ITederieka  (Wol¬ 
ford)  Xechiel,  and  was  born  in  Marion  County,  Ohio,  Feb¬ 
ruary  28  1850.  The  family  moved  to  Indiana  about  the  year 
1.856.  when  much  of  the*  land  of  Marshall  County  anil  Union 
township  was  still  wilderness  and  waste.  Those  were  truly 
pioneer  days.  Our  William  had  much  to  do  in  helping  his 
father  clear  up  tlu*  farm,  which  became  the  home  of  the 
family  for  more  than  half  a  century,  or  for  65  years. 

Swampy  lands  as  well  as  timbered  districts  wen*  open 
grazing  or  pasture  fields  for  any  and  all  of  the  neighbors, 
a  sort  of  “No  Man’s  Land”  or  “Kvery  Man’s  Country”,  which 
ever  one  prefers  to  name  it.  And  so  it  was,  that  cattle  need¬ 
ed  only  to  be  -turned  out  to  graze  for  their  living.  But  in  this 
habit  then*  also  lay  a  danger  to  the  innocent  cattle,  which, 
wading  into  these  swamps,  reaching-  out  for  just  one  more 
tuft  of  that  tempting  grass,  were  often  stuck  in  the  mud  and 
needed  to  be  pulled  out  of  the  mire,  sometimes  as  many  as 
two  or  three  such  instances  occur ing  in  a  day.  It  became  a 
sort  of  matter  of  course  for  cattle  to  get  sunken  in  mud  and 
men  coming  to  help  them  out,  a  vertible.  .“bond  of  union  and 
fellowship”  for  the  men  and  boys  in  the  neighborhood. 

Education  and  Church  facilities  were  in  proportionate* 
keeping  with  other  inheritances  of  Pioneer  Life.  Log  school- 
houses  served  at  once  for  Academies  and  Churches  for  the 
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culture  of  the  youth.  Not  infrequently,  the  beautiful  groves, 
“God’s  first  Temples”,  were  the  temples  of  worship  in  those 
early  Tint!  memorable  clays.  There  is  no  man  who  having 
passed  through  those  experiences  and  weathered  those  hard¬ 
ships,  that  is  not  proud  of  the  romances  of  those  days  and 
loves  to  tell  about  them  to  his  children’s  children. 


SYLVESTER  AMANDUS. 

41.  Sylvester  Amandus,  only  son  of  William  G.  and  lib  wife, 
Sophia  Marge  ret  ha  (Stahl)  Zechiel,  was  born  near  Culver, 
Indiana,  January  3,  187c).  Being  born  on  a  farm  he  early 
learned  many  of  the'  responsibilities  of  farm  life.  Before'  en¬ 
gaging  in  other  industrial  activities,  he  was  a  scientific  far¬ 
mer.  Later  on  he  became  successively  lumber  salesman, 

•  » 

hardware  salesman  and  shoe-cobbler. 

On  March  24,  1904,  he  was  married  to  Martha  Viola  Rom- 
ig,  the  service  being  performed  by  an  I  nc  h',  the'  Reverend 
Samuel  I.  Zechiel.  Two  children  have  come  into  this  home', 
Dott  Romig  and  Hollis  Opal. 


MARTHA  VIOLA  (ROMIG)  ZECHIEL. 

41.  Martha  Viola,  wife  of  Sylvester  A.  Zechiel,  is  the'  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Henry  Romig  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Jane  (Cromley)  Rom- 
ig,  and  was  born  in  Stark  County,  Indiana,  near  Monterey. 
She  has  had  the  advantages  of  a  common  school  education 
and  has  been  brought  up  by  a  mother  who  has  taught  her 
daughters  the  art  cjf  good  house-keeping.  Ill  health  has  hand¬ 
icapped  her  in  the  more  generous  services  whic  h  many  moth¬ 
ers  are  able  to  give  to  the  Church  and  community. 

DOTT  ROMIG 


41 1.  Dott  Romig,  was  the  first  born  child  of  Sylvester  Aman¬ 
dus  and  his  wife,  Martha  Viola  (Romig)  Zee  hied,  her  natal 
day  being  February  7,  1907.  Living  less  than  a  year,  a  beau¬ 
tiful  flower  on  the'  family  stem,  the'  Heavenly  Gardner 
plucked  it  from  that  stem  and  gave  it  a  more  perfect  setting 
where  flowers  never  fade  nor  fall  into  decay. 


DOLUS  OPAL 

412.  Dollis  Opal,  daughter  of  Sylvester  Amandus  and  his 
wufe,  Martha  Viola  (Romig)  Zechiel,  was  born  in  C  ulver,  In¬ 
diana,  July  9,  1921.  She  is  a  sunbeam  in  the1  home  and  may 
she  e’er  so  be. 
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AUGUSTA  SOPHIA  (ZHCH1FL)  NKWMAN 

42.  Augusta  Sophia,  oldest  daughter  of  William  (i.  and  his 
wife,  Sophia  M.  (Stahl)  Zechiel,  was  born  near  Culver,  In¬ 
diana,  February  10,  1884. 

She  took  t lie  full  course  in  common  school  work,  and 
special  training-  for  teaching*  at  the  Valparaiso  Normal.  She 
engaged  in  teaching  prior  to  her  marriage  and  was  pro¬ 
nounced  successful  in  the  art.  Hut  as  with  others,  teaching 
school  was  only  a  temporary  engagement,  and  so,  in  due 
course  of  time  si le  laid  aside  that  honorable  profession  to  “get 
married”  and  to  confine  her  duties  to  housekeeping-  and  the 
training  of  a  smaller  school — her  own  beloved — in  the  science 
of  life  and  living. 

She  was  married  to  Claude  Rickenbaugh  Newman,  April 
6,  1907,  by  the  Reverend  S.  Ulmer  Klopfenstein,  pastor  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  of  which  both  of  the  contracting  parties 
were  members. 

Their  children  are,  Raul  luigene,  Ruth  Frma  and  beta 
Feme.  Augusta  is  one*  of  the  most  active  workers  in  the 
Church  and  .Sunday  School  of  the  Zion  congregation,  a  real 
leader  in  the  community,  and  a  devoted  mother  to  her  child¬ 
ren. 


CLAIJDK  R.  NKWMAN 


42.  Claude  R.  Newman,  husband  of  Augusta  Sophia  (Zechiel) 
Newman,  is  the  son  of  C  harles  \V.  and  his  wife,  Mary  R. 
(Kickenbaugh)  Newman,  and  was  born  in  Francesville,  In¬ 
diana,  January  2 f>,  1884.  Alter. his  graduation  from  the  Cul¬ 
ver  high  school  he  took  .1  Normal  course  bv  correspondence. 
Farming  and  dairying  combined  keep  him  busy.  Hut  there 
seems  always  to  be  time  for  Sundav  Sc  liool  and  Church  work, 
and  for  him,  no  time  is  too  busy  and  no  distance  too  great  for 
conventions  and  such  matters  that  make  for  the  building  ol 
the*  kingdom  of  God.  The  reward  of  Ids  efforts  has  come  to 
him,  in  being  repeatedly  sent  as  a  delegate  to  Chassis  and 
Synod  and  in  the  holding  of  offices  of  responsibility  in  his 
own  county  and  community.  1 1  is  achievements  as  a  dairy¬ 
man,  have  won. lor  him  high  honor  and  unstinted  praise  by 
the  Dairy  Inspectors  of  the  State. 
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PAUL  EUGENE. 

421.  Paul  Eugene,  son  of  Claiuli*  P.  and  his  wile,  Augusta 
Sophia,  (Zechiel)  Newman,  was  born  u  *ar  Culver,  Indiana, 
May  14,  1910.  Only  a  child,  yet  has  he  become  quite  efficient 
in  understanding-  and  management  of  the  farm  and  dairy. 

RUTH  ERMA. 

422.  Ruth  Erma,  the  first  daughter  of  Claude  R.  and  his  wife, 
Augusta  Sophia  (Zechiel)  Newman,  was  born  near  Culver, 
Indiana,  February  24,  1914. 

LET  A  FERNE. 

423.  Leta  Feme,  second  daughter  of  Claude  R.  and  his  wife, 
Augusta  Sophia  (Zechiel)  Newman,  was  born  near  Culver, 
Indiana,  June  12,  1908. 

ELVA  RUTH  (ZECHIEL)  HATTEN. 

43.  Elva  Ruth,  second  daughter  of  William  CL  an  I  his  wife, 
Sophia  Margeretha  (Stahl)  Zechiel,  was  born  near  Culver,  In¬ 
diana,  April  23,  1894.  She  took  the  work  of  the  common 
and  the  high  schools  of  Culver  and  graduated  with  credit. 
Spent  some  time  in  the  Valparaiso  Normal  preparatory  to 
teaching  in  the  public  schools.  True  to  form,  after  teaching 
several  years  she  gave  her  hand  in  marriage  to  Arthur  F. 
Hatten.  This  martial  relation  yielded  them  a  fine  son,  Har¬ 
old  Eugene.  Happy,  indeed,  was  her  life  with  this  little' 
‘‘cherub”  in  her  arms.  Hut  this  happiness  was  not  for  long, 
for  after  a  little  more  than  two  years  influenza  seized  her. 
In  her  physicial  condition  she  was  unable  to  resist  the'  rav¬ 
ages  of  the  dread- disease,  and  on  May  the  20th,  1919,  A.  I )., 
disease  conquered.  Her  body  was  smitten  with  death  and 
her  spirit  took  is  flight  to  the'  realms  of  the  Redeemed.  A 
consecrated  life  has  ceaseel,  a  light  in  tlu*  pathway  of  e > 1 1  u •  1  > 
whom  she  had.  befriended  and  helped  has  gone*  out.  I  ini 
we  only  think  of  her  as  one  gone  before  to  beckon  the  abid¬ 
ing  ones  to  come. 

ARTHUR  F.  HATTEN. 

'A4.3.  Arthur  F.  Hatten,  husband  of  Elva  Ruth  (Zechiel)  Hal- 
Uten,  is  the  son  of  Simon  M.  and  his  wife,  Ellen  Worries)  Fat¬ 
ten,  and  was  born  in  Burr  Oak,  Marshall  County,  Indiana 
September  30,  1893.  He  is  Clerk  in  the  Post  Oi  l  ice  at  Culver, 
Indiana,  which  position  he  has  filled  and  is  filling  with  ac¬ 
ceptance. 
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431.  Harold  Kugene,  only  child  of  his  mother,  Klva  Ruth 
(Zechiel)  Hatten,  and  Arthur  F.  Ilattcn,  was  born  in  Culver, 
Indiana,  April.  22,  1918. 


The  earnest  desire  of  his  mother  was,  before  her  passing, 
that  some  day  lie  might  become'  a  Minister  of  the  Cospel  of 
Christ.  May  her  prayer  be  duly  answered. 


Page  Ninety-six 


“A  thankful  heart  is  not  only  the 
greatest  virtue,  but  the  parent  of 
all  the  other  virtues.” 


Cicero. 


LOUISA  CHRISTIANA  (STAHL)  ZECH1EL,  FAMILY 


V. 

LOUISA  CHRISTIANA  (STAHL)  ZECHIEL, 

FAMILY 

5.  Louisa  Christiana,  third  daughter  of  Jacob  Frederick  and 
Ids  wife,  Christiana  (Gehring)  Stahl,  was  born  near  Hessville, 
“Black  Swamp”  Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  February  22,  1S54. 
The  family  remained  in  tins  locality  about  three  years,  then 
moved  to  the  community  called  “Germany”,  Fulton  County, 
Indiana,  a  matter  previously  described  and  requiring  no 
repetition  here. 

IMPRESSIONS  AND  RECOLLECTIONS: 

In  due  courses  of  time  we  moved  into  a  locality  just  north 
and  across  the  river  from  what  is  now  known  as  Delong, 
well  known  to  our  family  as  the'-  Doctor  Durr,  place.  Father 
leased  this  tract  for  a  period  of  five  years  but  really  lived  on 
it  six  years.  It  is  concerning  this  place  the  subject  of  this 
biography  has  much  to  say  and  we  permit  her  to  tell  about  it 
in  her  own  words,  with  slight  changes  in  phrasing. 

“This  is  the  place  1  have  knowledge  of,  the  rest  are  only 
hearsay.  But  1  remember  the  old  log  house  with  its  outside 
chimney,  and  inside  was  the  fireplace  on  which  Mother  used 
to  cook  the  meals  for  the  family.  I  remember  the  big  chunks 
of  wood  we  used  to  burn,  almost  little  logs,  especially  in  win¬ 
ter  time.  The  lamp  we  had  was  made  of  heavy  tin,  and  from 
the  back  it  had  a  turned  up  handle,  which  also  served  as  a 
hook  by  which  the  lamp  was  hung  on  a  stick  suspended  from 
a  joist.  The  fuel  was  grease  and  the  wick  a  strip  of  coarse 
cotton  flannel.  This  was  the  lamp  we  cooked  by;  candles 
were  used  lor  reading  and  sewing.”  In  those  days  we  did  not 
know  about  coal  oil  lamps  and  were  afraid  of  them  explod¬ 
ing  when  they  were  finally  introduced. 

EULOGY  ON  CANDLE  LIGHT. 

This  reminds  us  of  the  lines  of  Charles  Lambc. 

“Hail,  candle  light!  without  disparagement  to  sun  or 
moon,  the  kindliest  luminary  of  the  three;  if  we  may  not 
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leather  style  thee  their  radiant  deputy,  mild  viceroy  of  the 
moon.” 

“A  little  more  about  the  house  I  tried  to  describe:  It  had 
one  room  downstairs  and  one  upstairs.  It  had  but  oik*  door 
in  the  middle  of  the  south  side  of  the  house.  There  were 
three  windows,  one  on  the1  north,  one  west,  and  one  east  of 
the  door  which  was  on  the  south  side1. 

‘‘In  the  southeast  corner  of  the  room  a  ladder  stood  lean¬ 
ing-  against  the  south  wall — this  was  our  stairway.  This 
room  was  diningroom,  bedroom,  kitchen,  sittingroom  and 
all  combined.  “Multum  in  Parvo.” 


“The  roof  was  made  of  clapboards  and  was  not  all-to¬ 
gether  water-proof,  as  T  remember  the  snow  would  sometimes 
blow  in  on  our  beds.  This  is  the  Mansion  bn  which  our 
“humble  historian”,  Jacob  P.  Stahl,  our  youngest  brother  was 
born.  Early  in  life,  not  able  to  talk  plainly,  he  yet  showed 
his  patriotism  by  standing  on  top  of  the  gatepost  and  hol¬ 
lowing  at  the  top  of  his  voice,  “(inserted,  always  Fortissimo 
— never  Pianissimo),  “Augabuck  Danna,”  meaning,  “Hurrah 
for  Buchannon,” — the  then  Candidate  for  Presidency  of  the 
Unites  States  on  the  Democratic  Ticket.”  To  which  lie  adds, 
occasionally  Mr.  Albert  Feigel  would  give  him  a  dime  to 
shout  for  Lincoln;  But  immediately  would  say,  “Ich  bin  doch 
kein  Lincoln  mann.” 


“Just  south  of  the  house  and  a  little  ways  down  the  hill 
was  a  spring  with  its  refreshing  water.  Many  times  did  we 
quench  our  thirst  at  this  fountain.  Below  it  was  the  little 
spring  house  with  its  projecting  roof  to  keep  the  waters  cool. 
There  is  -where  we  kept  our  milk  and  butter.’  This  was  the 
refrigerator  of  the  pioneer  days  and  when  considered  in  all 
its  various  phases  is  hard  to  improve  upon  despite  our  mod¬ 
ernism. 


THE  PUNNING  BROOK. 

Concerning  the  creek  which  ran  through  the  field  to  the 
river  she  observes: — “On  that  sloping  bank  of  this  creek 
how  beautiful  the  scene  especially  in  spring  time  when  it  was 
blanketed  over  with  those  dainty  little  blue  flowers,  the  earl¬ 
iest  that  grew  here,  called  Ilepatica.  We  do  not  find  them 
everywhere.  Not  until  after  we  were  married  did  I  see  any 
of  them  again  and  then  upon  our  own  farm.  On  this  same 
creek  bank,  l  think  Sophia  and  l  saw,  on  a  Sunday  morning 
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the  finest  ice  or  frost  display  I  ever  saw,  before  or  after,  on 
the  little i  twigs  and  grasses,  chunks  of  ice  of  every  shape  and 
description,  past  description,  glittering  in  the  sun.” 

Space  forbids  us  to  recount  her  eight  or  ten  miles  walk 
to  Uncle  Graebers,  her  helping  bather  feed  the  oxen  and  driv¬ 
ing  them  with  her  “gee  and  haw”  and  ‘‘Buck  and  Berry”.  Her 
escapades  hunting  walnuts  on  a  Sunday,  contrary  to  Mother’s 
instructions  and  the  home  consequences,  or  of  her  and  Sophia 
helping  themselves  to  apples  in  neighbor  Rarick’s  orchard 
without  a  “bid”  and  suddenly  hearing  the  mellow  voice  of 
Mr.  Rarick  calling,  ‘‘Here  Rover,  Here  Rover.”  Talk  about 
nimble  feet. 

But  Louisa  was  always  the  Historian’s  friend  and 
shielded  him  whenever  threatened  with  danger  of  a 
“skotching”  by  Mother.  One  time  he  had  done  something 
not  agreeable  with  Mother’s  sense  of  propriety;  and  when  she 
gave  him  a  merry  chase  down  that  same  hill  and  to  that  same 
spring  house,  Louisa  covered  him  up  with  her  dress  to  keep 
him  from  getting  whipped. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  talk  about,  schooling  at  the  Dodd 
school  house  where  all  the  family  were  supposed  to  receive 
their  culture  and  high  moral  training  for  life;  it  has  already 
been  said  in  view  of  others. 

But  listen  to  the  recital  of  the  names  of  her  worthy  pre¬ 
ceptors:  Miss  Angel ine  Mitchncr,  James  Louden,  Frances. 
Louden,  Henry  Hartman,  Johnson  Lohring,  Mary  Wolfram 
and  Julia  Reed,  enough  to  qualify  the  most  backward  pupil 
for  coping  with  the  eventualities  of  life.  One  more  name  must 
be  added  to  this  list,  for  he  was  a  singer  ol  song  as  well  as  a 
teacher  in  the  ‘‘arts”  of  Rural  Lducation,  Mr.  Bumstead.  lie 
organized  a  singing  school  and  used  the  “Jubilee  Singer”  as 
the  text  book.  What  good  times  the  young  folks  had  in  those 
singing  days. 

An  incident  which  the  Historian  remembers:  When  the 
Jubilee  books  had  come  and  were  to  be  distributed  among 
the  members  of  the  class,  Mr.  Bumstead  explained  that  in 
shipping,  one  copy  had  gotten  wel  and  was  slightly  damaged. 

1  le  proposed  to  distribute  by  lot  if  the  class  were  willing.  It 
was  done,  and  Jacob  Crumley  drew  the  ‘‘tainted  book”,  and 
he  took  it  with  a  smile. 

Concerning  the*  church  others  have  spoken;  hear  what 
Louisa  has  to  say.  When  we  first  came  into  the  Kaley  Neigh- 
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borhood  we  had  two  Reformed  Ministers  who  occasionally 
conducted  services,  Reverend  Michael,  from  Winamac,  Kng- 
lish  and  Reverend  Nicolai,  from  Fulton  County,  German,  in 
the  year  1865,  Reverend  Jesse  Schlosser,  a  Reformed  Minister, 
from  Pleasant  Grove,  now  Kewana,  took  charge  of  the  work 
here  and  became  pastor.  The  charge  then  consisted  of  Bruce 
Lake,  Twin  Lakes,  and  St.  John’s,  sometimes  called  the  Jac¬ 
oby  Church.  At  this  time  Zion  was  still  a  Mission  station;  but 
when  organized  it  was  added  to  this  charge. 

“On  March  the  29th,  1866,  Zion  was  organized  with  the 
following  charter  members,  namely:  John  and  Anna  Romig, 
John  and  Rosina  Zechiel,  Simon  and  Margaret  Wolfram,  Ja¬ 
cob  Frederick  and  Christiana  Stahl,  Regina  Stahl,  Mary  Wol¬ 
fram  and  others. 

“About  this  time  a  class  in  Catechism  was  formed  among 
whom  were  Mary,  Louis  and  Catherine  Zechiel,  brother  Char¬ 
ley,  sister  Sophia  and  myself.  Later,  upon  our  own  free  wil', 
we  united  with  the  church  by  the  rite  of  confirmation  at  the 
hands  of  the  pastor,  Reverend  Jesse  Schlosser.” 

Until  this  time  everything  in  the  nature  of  church  serv¬ 
ices  at;  the  Kaley  schoolhouse  was  union,  and  yet  not  always 
union  in  the  best  sense.  Reverend  Schlosser,  convinced  that 
little  progress  for  the  Reformed  Church  was  possible  under 
these  conditions,  urged  the  building  of  a  house  of  worship 
for  the  Reformed  people,  a  house  wholly  their  own,  where 
they  could  exercise  greater  freedom  in  the  matter  of  public 
services  and  have  more  room  for  expansion  and  growth.  This 
appeal  was  heartily  responded  to  by  the  people  and  the  work 
was  begun.  After  heroic  efforts  and  great  sacrifice,  the  work 
was  completed  and  the  Church  dedicated  free  of  debt  in  May, 
1873,  a  delight  to  the  people  and  a  fountain  of  blessing  to 
themselves  and  this  community  for  more  than  fifty  years. 
This  Christian  Alma  Mater  has  given  forth  of  her  spiritual 
abundance  a  number  of  sons  for  the  Christian  Ministry,  ef¬ 
ficient  teachers  in  public  education,  directors  in  the  art  of 
music,  dispensers  of  the  law  for  the  governing  of  society  in 
various  forms  and  men  and  women  of  industry  of  the  finest 
type.  Well  may  it.  be  said,  “What  hath  God  wrought.” 


INDUSTRIAL  AND  SOCIAL  LIFE. 

’Tis  Harvest  Time. .She  writes,  “Regina  was  the  cook  and 
was  busy  in  the  house  most  of  the  time  helping  Mother,  but 
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still  helped  in  the  harvest  field  and  the  clearing  of  the  land. 
She  was  a  good  spinner  at  the  spinning  wheel  and  used  to 
spin  the  wool  for  our  clothes  and  stockings.  1  remember,  every 
time  she  would  leave  the  wheel,  one  of  us,  Sophia  or  I,  would 
try  to  spin,  and  every  time  we  would  spoil  it  for  her.  She  used 
to  scold  us  for  it;  yet  whenever  we  had  a  chance  we  would 
try  it  again;  we  thought  is  so  much  fun  and  we  wanted  to 
learn.” 

A  most  fascinating  subject  is  here  broached  and  we  must 
stop  to  listen  what  is  about  to  be  told  us;  she  says,  “Mean¬ 
while  the  years  slipped  by  and  we  young  people  began  to 
grow  into  manhood  and  womanhood.  We  began  to  notice  that 
there  were  other  young  people,  young  men  and  women  in 
the  neighborhood,  whose  company  we  sought  and  had  good 
times  together.”  This  reminds  us  of  a  couplet  as  follows: 

“Good  boys  love  their  sisters, 

So  good  have  I  grown, 

1  love  other  boys’  sisters, 

As  well  as  my  own.” 

Which  by  adaptation  would  read: 

“Good  girls  love  their  brothers, 

.So  good  had  we  grown, 

We  loved  other  girls’  brothers, 

As  well  as  our  own.” 

LOUISA  BECOMES  HISTORIAN 

“For  pastime,  we  used  to  take  our  song  books  on  Sunday 
afternoon  and  go  to  some  house  in  the  neighborhood  and 
sing  the  songs  we  sang  at  the  singing  schools,  and  of  course, 
other  songs,  too.  Louis  C.  and  Fred  E.  Zechiel  were  our  lead¬ 
ers.  But  later  our  youngest  brother  began  to  grow  up,  and 
joined  us  in  our  gatherings  and  did  himself  justice  and  others, 
and  became  the  best  singer  in  the  neighborhood.”  (Louisa  is 
flattering).  “Singing  was  his  delight.  You  could  hear  him  sing 
at  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night,  indoors  and  out,  in  the  field 
or  on  the  roads. 

I  will  never  forget  how  he  and  1  used  to  sing  when  at 
work  in  the  field  or  at  home  in  the  evening.  Often  he  said  to 
me,  ‘Louisa,  let’s  sing  such  and  such  a  song,  the  rest  can’t 
sing  it.’  Well,  sometimes  1  could  sing  it  and  sometimes  not. 

And  how  he  coidd  ride  on  horse  back,  standing  and  gal¬ 
loping  along,  singing  all  the  while  at  the  top  of  his  voice.” 
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Married. 

In  1877  another  event  took  place  that  we  give 
space  to  record  ,  briefly.  It  was  the  marriage  of  Louisa 
Christiana  Stahl  to  Louis  Christian  Zechiel.  It  occured  on 
the  first  day  of  March,  in  the  Zion  Reformed  C  hurch.  The  of¬ 
ficiating  Minister  .was  the  Reverend  Louis  Richter,  pastor  of 
the  Church.  After  the  service  in  the  Church  was  over,  all  re¬ 
turned  to  the  home  of  Mother  Stahl,  the  home  of  the  bride, 
where  a  bounteous  dinner  was  served.  About  sixty  people  sat 
down  to  this  Wedding  Feast  and  were  filled.  The  guests  all 
appeared  in  the  spirit  of  the  occasion  and  of  none  could  it 
have  been  said,  “He;  came  without  his  wedding  garment  on.” 

It  was  the  beginning  of  the  existence  and  the  life  of  a 
new  family  and  friends  did  themselves  proud  in  their  con 
gratulations  and  well-wishes  of  the  embarking  pair  upon  the 
sea  of  life. 

God  has  blest  this  home  with  the  gift  of  seven  children, 
namely: 

Charles  Herbert,  Grace  Agnes, 

Bertha  Pauline,  Otto  Jacob, 

Herman  Jerome,  Virgil  Homer, 

Carl  James. 

LOUIS  CHRISTIAN  ZLCIIILL. 

5.  Louis  Christian,  oldest  son  of  John  and  his  wife,  Rosina 
(Behner)  Zechiel,  was  born  at  Marmont  (now  Culver)  In¬ 
diana,  November  20,  1855.  He  was  united  in  holy  wedlock 
with  Louisa  Christiana  Stahl,  March  first,  1877,  the  marriage 
ceremony  being  performed  by  the  pastor  of  the  church,  Rev¬ 
erend,  Louis  Richter,  in  the  Zion  Reformed  Church. 

Louis  was  a  farmer’s  son  and  at  the  same  time  the  son 
of  a  blacksmith,  the  two  occupations  finding  expression  in 
the  one  father.  It  is  but  consequential  that  he  should  show 
more  or  less  proficiency  in  these1  directions.  Nevertheless,  he 
has  become  somewhat  expert  in  carpentry,  instead. 

But  Louis  was  also  a  student  and  always  displayed  com¬ 
mendable  progress  in  his  school  studies,  so  much  so  that  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  years  he  was  able  to  pass  a  County  School 
Examination  for  a  Certificate  of  Teaching.  At  that  tender 
age  he  became  a  ‘‘School  Master”,  (the  term  is  not  so  com¬ 
monly  heard  today)  and  taught  what  was  known  as  The 
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Washington  School  on  the  east  side  of  the  Maxinkuckei 
Lake.  lie  “made  good”  and  retained  his  commendatory 
position  for  many  years  and  was  always  counted  as  belonging 
to  the  “front  rank”  of  the  teachers  of  Marshall  County. 

As  a  citizen  and  promoter  of  the  best  interests  of  the 
community,  he  has  been  esteemed  by  the'  citizenry,  and  his 
counsels  are  frequently  sought  in  the  matter  of  challenging 
enterprises  of  church  and  community,  and  frequently  of  state. 

CHARLES  HERBERT. 

51.  Charles  Herbert,  son  of  Louis  Christian  and  his  wife, 
Louisa  Christiana  (Stahl)  Zechiel,  (Present  address,  Los  An- 
gelos,  California),  was  born  near  Marmont,  (Culver),  Indiana, 
September  8,  1878.  lie  was  engaged  in  farming  until  about 
twenty-two  years  of  age;  since  then  he  has  been  and  is  still  a 
contractor  and  house-carpenter.  Herbert  has  done  well  in  this 
capacity  in  his  Western  city  and  has  the  confidence  of  many 
friends. 

CLARA  MARIE  (WALLER)  ZECHIEL. 

51.  Clara  Marie  (Walper)  Zechiel,  wife  of  Herbert  Zechiel,  is 
the  daughter  of  Ernest  and  his  wife;  Mary  (Mueller)  Walper. 
She  was  born  in  Adrian,  Michigan,  November  18,  1881.  She 
attended  public  school  and  parochial  school,  protestant,  as 
means  for  her  general  education.  Her  experiences  in  this 
regard  were  peculiar;  Living  in  the  place  of  her  birth  one 
year,  in  North  Dakota  eight  years,  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  thir¬ 
teen  years,  she  has  touched  school  life  from  many  varied 
angles  and  has,  no  doubt,  felt  enriched  by  the  various  exper¬ 
iences.  Four  children  trace  their  immediate  ancestry  to  this 
thriving  pair,  namely,  Eugene  Herbert,  Anastasia  Marie, 
Louis  Herbert  and  Lorin  Weldon. 

EUGENE  HERBERT. 


51 1.  Eugene  Herbert,  son  of  Charles  Herbert  and  his  wife, 
Clara  Marie  (Walper)  Zechiel  was  born  July  26,  1905,  in  Los 
Angeles,  California. 

ANASTASIA  MARIE. 


512.  Anastasia  Marie,  daughter  of  (diaries  Herbert 
wife,  Clara  Marie  (Walper)  Zechiel,  was  born  June 
in  Los  Angeles,  California. 

LOUIS  ERNEST. 


and  Ins 
13,  1908, 


513.  Louis  Ernest,  son  of  ( diaries  Herbert  and  his  wife,  Clara 
Marie,  (Walper)  Zechiel,  was  born  October  18,  1910,  in  Los 
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Angeles  California.  To  this  child  there  has  come  a  great  mis¬ 
fortune  in  as  much  as  he  was  caught  by  a  street  car  and  both 
his  lower  limbs  had  to  be  amputated,  leaving  him  a  cripple 
for  life. 

LOR  IN  WELDON. 

514.  Lorin  Weldon,  son  of  Charles  Herbert  and  his  wife, 
Clara  Marie  (Walper)  Zechiel,  was  born  March  28,  1915,  in 
Los  Angeles,  California. 

BERTHA  PAULINE. 

52.  Bertha  Pauline  (Zechiel)  Romig,  oldest  daughter  of 
Louis  C.  and  Louisa  C.  (Stahl)  Zechiel,  was  born  near  Mar- 
mont,  (now  Culver)  Indiana,  January  25,  1880.  Attended  com¬ 
mon  school  only.  Was  an  efficient  helper  of  her  mother  in 
the  responsibilities  of  Rural  Housekeeping  which  consisted  in. 
many  useful  things  for  the  happiness  of  life.  It  is  safe  to 
say  that  the  modern  question  of  “How  to  Hold  a  Husband”  is 
largely  answered  by  this  simple  expedient  of  knowing  how 
to  cook  and  keep  house.  Bertha  knew  both  and  her  family 
and  home  were  happy. 

Her  usefulness  was  not  confined  to  the  home.  She  was 
one  of  the  leading  workers  in  her  Church  and  Sunday  School, 
playing  a  leading  part  in  all  the  activities  of  the  Church, 
serving  constantly  with  Augusta  (Zechiel)  Newman,  as  organ¬ 
ist  and  music  leader,  and  especially  apt  in  teaching. 

She  was  married  to  John  Watson  Romig,  November  24, 
1899,  by  the  Reverend  J.  W.  Barber,  pastor  of  the  Church  they 
attended.  She  was  the  happy  mother  of  their  three  children, 
Freda  Louisa,  Grace  Viola  and  Louis  Watson. 

In  the  very  prime  of  her  life  she  was  smitten  by  the 
Reaper  of  Death.  Her  disease  baffled  the  skill  of  local  and 
Hospital  Physicians  and  her  light  went  out,  November  28, 
1915,  at  the  .St.  Joseph  Hospital,  Logansport,  Indiana.  Her 
friends  mourn  her  early  departure,  but  her  work  was  done 
and  she  responded  to  the  Master’s  call  and  dwells  in  peace. 

JOHN  WATSON  ROMIG. 

52.  John  Watson  Romig,  husband  of  Bertha  Pauline  Zechiel, 
was  the  son  of  Henry  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Jane  (Cromley) 
Romig,  He  was  born  in  grandfather  Joel  Cromley’s  house, 
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February  22,  1869,  near  Marmont,  (Culver)  Indiana,  lie  was 
a  faithful  and  true  husband  to  Bertha  until  her  death.  Since 
then  he  has  taken  unto  himself  another  helpmeet  and  is 
living-  in  the  State  of  Michigan.  Though  absent  from  this 
community  he  is  not  forgotten  for  his  uprightness  of  life  and 
the  geniality  of  his  person. 

FREDA  LOUISA. 

521.  Freda  Louisa,  was  born  April  5,  1900,  near  Culver,  In¬ 
diana.  She  graduated  from  the  Culver  High  School,  has 
taken  a  course  in  Commercial  School  and  is  employed  as 
stenographer  and  bookkeeper  in  the  Culver  Military  Acad¬ 
emy. 

GRACE  VIOLA 

522.  Grace  Viola,  was  born  near  Culver,  Indiana,  April  4, 
1902.  After  graduation  from  the  Culver  High  School  she 
took  a  special  course  in  the  Commercial  School  at  Alliance, 
Ohio,  from  which  she  graduated  in  1921.  Has  been  engaged  in 
office  work  with  the  Culver  Military  Academy. 

LOUIS  WATSON. 

523.  Louis  Watson,  is  the  only  son  of  John  Watson  and  his 
wife,  Bertha  Pauline  (Zechiel)  Romig.  lie  was  born  neai 
Culver,  Indiana,  January  1,  1907. 

HERMAN  JEROME  ZECHIEL. 

53.  Herman  Jerome.  Herman  Jerome,  is  the  second  son  of 
Louis  C.  and  his  wife,  Louisa  C.  (Stahl)  Zechiel.  He  was  born 
near  Culver,  Marshall  County,  Indiana,  January  22,  1882.  He 
only  lays  claim  to  possessing  a  common  school  education,  "so 
far  as  the  classics  are  concerned;  otherwise  he  is  a  “self-made4” 
man;  in  matters  of  economical  affairs,  “holds  his  own”  with 
the  rest  of  the  community  gentry.  Jerome,  in  co-partnership 
with  his  cousin,  Mr.  Earl  Zechiel,  has  promoted  most  success¬ 
fully  the  “Stock-Buyer”  business  and  farming,  and  is  well 
known  throughout  many  counties  of  the  state  as-  a  man  of 
fair  dealing  with  his  fellow  men  which,  with  him  is  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  practical  religion  in  business.  Righteousness  pays. 

BERTHA  LAURA  (FECHNER)  ZECHIEL.  ’ 

53.  Bertha  Laura  (Fechner)  Zechiel,  is  the  wife  of  Jerome 
Zechiel.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Carl  and  his  wife,  Olga 
(Brose)  Fechner  and  was  born  in  South  Bend,  Indiana,  April 
15,  1885.  Before  her  marriage  to  Jerome  Zechiel,  she  was  oc¬ 
cupied  in  the  millinery  business  and  cultivated  the  art  of 
refined  taste  and  becoming  beauty,  which  is  but  too  often 
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looked  upon  with  a  spirit  of  discredit  if  not  of  contempt.  Yet 
God  himself  made  all  thing's  beautiful  as  well  as  good;  and 
to  be  careful  about  one’s  personal  appearance  with  others  is 
a  virtue  to  be  praised. 

Herman  Jerome  Xechiel  and  Bertha  Laura  Eechner,  were 
united  in  holy  wedlock,  March  10,  1909  at  the  bride’s  home. 
The  service  was  conducted  by  the  Reverend  A.  J.  Michael, 
then  pastor  of  the  Culver  Reformed  Church. 

Their  three  interesting1  children  are,  Donald  Walter,  Mar¬ 
garet  Jmogene  and  Jerome,  Junior. 

DONALD  WALTER. 

531.  Donald  Walter,  was  born  November  24,  1909,  near  Cul¬ 
ver,  Indiana. 

MARGARET  IiMOGENE. 

532.  Margaret  Imogene,  was  born  September  24,  1915,  near 
Culver,  Indiana. 

JEROME,  JR. 

533-  Jerome,  Jr.,  was  born  November  21,  1923,  in  Culver,  In¬ 
diana. 

GRACE -AGNES  (XECHIEL  WADE. 

54.  Grace  Agnes,  daughter  of  Louis  C.  and  his  wife,  Louisa 
C.  (Stahl)  Xechiel,  was  born  near  Culver,  Indiana,  August 
18,  1883.  She  was  fond  of  learning  and  studious  with  her 
books.  Alter  concluding  her  school  work  in  the  common 
schools,  she  took  four  terms  of  preparatory  work  for  teaching 
at  the  Valparaiso  Normal.  A  pleasing  personal  presence  won 
her  Hie  confidence- and  affection  of  her  pupils  in  the  school 
room.  She  had  small  difficulty  in  governing  her  schools  as  a 
the  progress  made  by  her  pupils  bespakc  her  success  as  a 
teacher. 

But  pubile  school  teac  hing  lost  its  grip  on  Grace  as  it  has 
on  many  another  School  Ma’am,  when,  in  her  travel  home 
from  California  she  was  encountered  by  a  young  Sailor  Lad 
who  had  given  his  service  to  Uncle  Sam  in  the  Navy  for  a 
decade  of  years.  His  name  was  Lawrence  Wade. 

Weary  of  the  Navy  he, 

Weary  of  the  school-room  she, 
there  was  an  evident  mutual  willingness  for  a  change  in  their 
occupations;  and  so,  together  they  “Embarked  on  the  Matri 
monal  sea”  and  no  regrets. 
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The  wedding' service,  which  occurcd  October  11,  1910,  was 
in  charge  of  the  pastor  of  the  Grace  Ueformed  C  hurch  of 
Culver,  Reverend  A.  J.  Michael.  L h is  happy  family  now  num¬ 
bers  the  parents  and  two  bright  little  children,  I  hatha  Louise, 
and  Frances  Kathryn 

LAWRENCE  WADE. 

54.  Lawrence  Wade,  husband  of  Grace  Agnes  (Zechiel) 
Wade,  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  his  wife,  Eumea  (Jones) 
Wade,  and  was  born  in  Benlield,  Maryland,  December  5,  18S1. 
After  completing  the  common  school  work  he  pursued  a 
course  in  “The  seamen  Gunner’s  School”,  at  Washington,  D. 
C.  He  was  eight  years  in  the  Naval  Service. 

For  a  number  of  years  he  held  the  position  of 
Ordinance-Man,  or  Armorer,  in  the  Culver  Military  Academy, 
at  Culver,  Indiana,  llis  present  pursuit  is  that  of  tilling*  the 
soil,  the  first  industry  of  the  race. 

DOROTHA  LOUISE. 

541.  Dorotha  Louise,  born  November  13,  1911,  Culver,  Indiana. 

FRANCES  KATHRYN. 

542.  Frances  Kathryn,  born  August  7,  1916,  at  Culver,  Indiana. 

OTTO  JACOB  ZECHIEL. 

55.  Otto  Jacob,  son  of  Louis  Christian  and  Louisa  Christiana 
(Stahl)  Zechiel,  was  born  near  Culver,  Indiana,  August  5, 
1886.  Educated  through  the  common  and  high  schools  of 
Indiana,  graduating  from  Culver  High  School.  Following  this 
he  took  the  Classical  course  offered  at  our  Reformed  Educa¬ 
tional  Institution,  Heidelberg  University,  graduating  in  the 
year  1911.  We  quote: 

“Spent  one  year  in  Mission  worlc  among  the  Mormons  in 
Utah,  Idaho  and  Wyoming,  after  graduating  from  College.” 
Following  this  year  of  Mission  service  in  the  West,  he  pur¬ 
sued  the  course  of  study  in  Theology  as  presented  in  the 
Central  Theological  Seminary,  of  the  Reformed  Church,  at 
Dayton,  Ohio,  graduating  in  the  year  1915.  Having  com¬ 
pleted  this  work  he  was  called  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Re¬ 
formed  Church  at  Bloomville,  Ohio.  This  first  partorate  end¬ 
ed  in  September,  1917  in  order  to  take  up  a  similiar  work  with 
the  Immanuel  Reformed  Church,  at  Alliance,  Ohio,  which 
work  engages  him  at  the  present  time.  His  ordination  to  the 
Christian  Ministry  was  effected  by  the  Tiffin  Classis  within 
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whose  bounds  the  Bloomville  Charge  is  located.  1 1  is  work 
has  been  very  successful  and  he  is  beloved  by  the  people 
among-  whom  he  labors. 

lie  was  married  to  a  Minister’s  daughter,  Hazel  Cherry 
Barber,  May  23,  1915,  by  the  Reverend  A.  J.  Michael.  Their 
children  are,  John  Nevin,  Rosemary  Louise,  Charles  Otto, 
Walter  Wilson  and  Florence  Naomi. 


HAZEL  CHERRY  (BARBER)  ZECH1EL. 

55.  1  lazel  Cherry,  daughter  of  the'  Reverend  Joseph  Wilson 

and  his  wife,  Yianna  Debora  (Cherry)  Barber,  was  born 
August  3,  1 88b,  at  Payne,  Paulding  County,  Ohio.  Attended 
the  graded  school  at  Culver  and  high  school  of  Fulton,  Mich¬ 
igan,  from  which  she  graduated  in  1902.  She  spent  two  years 
at  Heidelberg  University  in  regular  work  and  took  some  work 
in  Piano  at  that  Institution.  Before  her  marriage  to  Otto 
Jacob  Zechiel,  she  was  her  father’s  housekeeper.  Since  her 
marriage,  she  very  cleverly  puts  it,  “Am  busy  adding  twigs  to 
the  Family  Tree”.  Which  the  historian  would  commend  as  a 
fair  engagements  to  others  of  the  Stahl  Family,  since  to-day 
that  feature  of  life  has  almost  become'  a  “lost  art”.  With  a 
family  of  five  children,  Otto  and  Hazel  are  happy  and  pros¬ 
perous.  Their  names  are  herewith  placed  on  the'  Honor  Roll 
of  the  Family  Tree. 


JOHN  NEVIN. 

551.  John  Nevin,  was  born  July  io,  1916,  at  Bloomville',  Ohio. 

ROSEMARY  LOUISE. 

552.  Rosemary  Louise,  was  born  May  16.  1918  at  Alliance, 
Ohio. 

CHARLES  OTTO. 


553.  Charles  Otto,  was  born  at  Alliance,  Ohio,  November  8, 
1919. 

WALTER  WILSON. 

554.  Walter  Wilson,  was  born  at  Alliance,  Ohio,  April  7,  1921. 

FLORENCE  NAOMI. 

555.  Florence  Naomi,  was  born  at  Alliance,  Ohio,  April  20, 

19:23. 


VIRGIL  HOMER  ZECHIEL 


56.  Virgil  Homer,  son  of  Louis  Christian  and  his  wife, 
Louisa  Christiana  (.Stahl)  Zechiel,  was  born  near  Culver,  In¬ 
diana,  February  1,  1891.  lie  attended  the  common  schools  of 
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the  community  of  Culver  and  took  special  work  in  a  Busi¬ 
ness  College.  He  is  engaged  in  carpentry  with  his  brother 
Charles  Herbert,  in  Los  Angeles,  California.  I  le  is  a  member 
of  the  Orpheus  Club,  a  Musical  organization  of  Los  Angeles. 

He  was  married  on  November  29,  1923,  to  Miss  Florence 
Evangeline  Nelson,  of  Los  Angeles,  and  they  are  happy  in 
their  own  home  at  512,  Spencer  Place,  Glendale,  California. 


FLORENCE  EVANGELINE  (NELSON)  ZECUIEL. 

56.  Florence  Evangeline  (Nelson)  Zechiel,  daughter  of  Char¬ 
les  Ludwig  and  his  wife,  Gertrude  (Nelson)  Nelson,  was  born 
August  18,  1890,  in  Duluth,  Minnesota.  She  had  the  usual 
school  advantages  and  from  thence  succeeded  to  the  position 
of  Directress  or  Forelady  of  the  workrooms  of  the*  Brodin 
Millinery,  the  largest  Wholesale  House  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal¬ 
ifornia.  Here  she  served  for  twelve  years,  or  until  she  was 
married  to  Homer,  since  which  time  the  two  together  manage 
a  home — the  loftiest  occupation  known  to  man.  Her  i  arenL 
are  native  in  Sweeden,  from  whence  they  came  some  yeai 
ago.  When  she  was  eight  years  of  age  she  united  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  Stahl  Family  welcomes  her 
into  its  relationship  and  wish  her  the  amenities  of  life. 


CARL  JAMES  ZECHIEI 


37.  Carl  James,  infant  child  of  Louis  Christian  and  his  wife, 
Louisa  Christiana  (Stahl)  Zechiel,  was  born  near  Culver,  In¬ 
diana,  November  17,  1893.  1 1 1  s  stav  in  the  Ian  dv  was  very 

brief,  for  he  was  called  to  his  Heavenly  Home  and  to  the 
Father  of  all  love  and  light  on  July  21,  i8u|,  at  tin  tender 
age  of  eight  months  and  four  days. 
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STILL  BORN  SON 

().  Infant  son,  of  Jacob  Frederick  and  his  wife,  Christiana 
(Gehring)  Stahl,  was  born  on  May  21,  1857.  He  died  in  birth. 
1 1  is  little  body  lies  buried  in  the  Leiter’s  Ford  Cemetery, 
Fulton  County,  Indiana,  and  awaits  the  happy  Resurrection 
Morning-. 


Brother  at  once  and  Saint. 

Thy  stilly  form  lies  faint 
In  earth’s  cold,  silent  tomb. 

Tho’  here  thy  presence  ne’er  we  knew, 
Our  eyes  are  cast  beyond  The  Blue 
Where  heavenly  flowers  bloom. 

» 

We  long-  for  that  glad  hour, 

When,  by  an  heavenly  power 
We  rise  with  all  the  blest. 

Tho’  in  the  dust  thy  body  sown, 

Thy  soul  has  yet  to  manhood  grown, 

The  noblest  and  the  best'. 

’Tis  but  a  breath  of  time, 

We  too,  those  heights  shall  climb 
Thy  infant  feet  have  trod. 

Take  we,  meanwhile,  what  Heaven  sends, 
Token  of  love  that  never  ends — 

When  we’re  at  home  with  God! 


“And  the  streets  of  the  city  shall 
be  full  of  boys  and  girls  playing 
in  the  streets  thereof.” — Zech.  8:5. 
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VII. 

JACOB  PETER  AND  CLARA  STAHL,  FAMILY 

7.  Jacob  Peter,  son  of  Jacob  Frederick  and  Ins  wife,  Chris¬ 
tiana  (Gehring)  Stahl,  was  born  on  the  banks  of  the  Tippe¬ 
canoe  River,  in  Aubbeenaubbee  Township,  Fulton  County, 
Indiana,  June  22,  1859.  He  stands  alone  as  a  “Hoosier”  by 
birth,  as  Louisa  is  the  lone  “Buckeye,”  having  been  born  in 
the  State  of  Ohio.  All  the  other  members  of  the  family  were 
born  on  European  soil.  We  are  American  born  alnd  accept 
our  distinguished  honor  with  fitting  grace. 

IN  THE  MISTY  PAST. 

All  the  living  ones  have  had  their  “try”  at  calling  up  the 
experiences  and  scenes  of  the  misty  past,  then  why  not  I? 
Who  is  that  living  soul  that  would  forget  the  years  of  his 
childhood  and  youth, — yes  of  youth,  with  its  joys  and  pros¬ 
pects  in  the  onrushing  future? 

Well  do  1  remember  the  old  log  house  with  its  sides  made 
plain  by  the  big  broadaxe  in  the  hands  of  the  builder  artist 
of  those  pioneer  days.  The  house  in  which  my  Mother  brought 
me  forth  in  agony  of  pain  while  tier  feet  drew  nigh  to  the 
gates  of  death.  It  was  but  the  hand  of  a  friendly  Providence 
that  stayed  my  infant  feet  from  treading  the  path  our  infant 
brother,  trod  just  two  years  previous  that  led  him  into  the 
presence  of  God. 

Yes,  yes.  1  remember  the  old  house,  the  kitchen  stove, 
the  old  wick  lamp,  the  ladder  in  the  corner  that  served  as  the 
“golden  stairway”  to  the  “upper  room” — just  beneath  the 
clapboard  roof — which  was  the  bedchamber  of  the  older  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  family.  The  trundlebed  was  the  sleeping  couch 
for  me.  I  remember  the  springhouse  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
with  its  over-shoot  roof,  the  lane  to  the  road  with  the  wheat- 
bin  on  the  one  side  arid  the  stable  on  the  other.  I  remember 
the  bridge  over  the  road  up  toward  the  Rarick  home;  the 
run  with  its  sloping  sides,  covered  with  grasses  of  various 
sorts,  and  rushes  too,  which  the  girls  used  in  lieu  of  “Dutch 
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Cleanser,”  for  scouring-  tin*  silver-ware — tin,  if  you  please— 
that  found  a  place  in  mother’s  kitchen  the  culinary  depart¬ 
ment  of  those  pioneer  days. 

Then,  too,  I  remember — but  how  could  1  ever  forget — 
how,  right  in  the  corner  of  the  field  by  the  road,  1  took 
hathei  s  hatchet  and  cut  down  a  lot  ol  standing  corn,  think 
ing  thereby  to  be  helping  Father  and  Charley  who  wen'  cut¬ 
ting  corn  in  another  part  of  the  field.  Worst  of  all,  1  lost 
my  hatchet  by  letting  it  glide  from  my  hand  down  into  the 
water  ol  the  run.  1  he  improvised  corn  cutter  was  never 
recovered  from  its  watery  grave.  My  energetic  effort  to 
help  with  the  corn-cutting  and  my  open  confession  of  the  loss 
ol  the  hatchet,  no  doubt  saved  me  from  a  deserved  punish¬ 
ment,  paternally  administered! 

There  were  other  incidents  that  1  hope  I  may  never  for¬ 
get,  because  they  seem  to  me,  to  have  been  incidents  involv¬ 
ing  especial  Providental  keeping  and  care;  I  shall  recall  one 
or  two. 

The  Mother  Pig.  One  day,  and  this  occurcd  while  we 
were  still  living  on  the  Dr.  Durr  place,  the  girls — Sophia 
and  Louisa — and  with  them  our  cousin  Regina  Graeber,  paid 
a  little  visit  to  the  near-by  neighbors,  probably  to  play  with 
the  children.  Near  by  the  house  was  a  small  grove  where 
lived  a  mother  pig  with  her  family  of  baby  pigs  for  which 
she  cared  with  jealous  care.  The  girls  were  expressly  instruct¬ 
ed  not  to  venture  into  the  grove  where  the  Pig  Family  lived. 
But  childlike,  they  forgot  their  instructions  in  their  enthus¬ 
iasm  for  play.  Presently  they  came  and  took  me  by  the 
hand  and  ran  toward  the  fence  as  fast  as  their  feet  would 
take  them;  and  having  themselves  gotten  safely  over,  they 
pulled  me  over,  too,  and  none  to  quickly,  for  mother  pig 
came  running  with  bristles  standing  straight  up  and  with 
her  mouth  wide  open  to  devour  us.  Talk  about  fright  and 
screams! 

The  Fawn  in  the  Bushes.  This  incident  was  also 
enacted  on  the  Dr.  Durr  place,  possibly  a  little  later  than 
that  just  mentioned,  but  was,  if  possible,  even  more  thrilling. 

As  my  memory  has  retained  it,  it  was  like  this:  One 
bright  forenoon  I  was  playing  near  the  road  just  inside  the 
fence,  the  fencerow  being  full  of  weeds  and  hazel  bushes.  A> 
1  heard  a  wagon  approaching  and  peered  through  the  bushes 
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to  sec*  who  was  coming.  The  wagon  stopped  and  1  saw  a  man 
standing*  up  with  a  gun  in  his  hands  leveled  toward  me.  Anx¬ 
ious  to  get  a  better  view  of  the  unusual  happening,  1  moved 
a  little,  and  thereby  saved  my  life.  The  man  in  the 'wagon 
was  Mr.  George  Wilson,  one  of  our  near  neighbors  after  we 
had  moved  to  our  new  home.  Mr.  Wilson  himself  told  me  of 
the  incident  a  good  many  years  later  while  he  was  painting 
the  Evangelical  Church,  then  located  about  two  miles  south 
of  Marmont,  now  Culver.  Surely,  it  was  the  hand  of  Prov¬ 
idence  that  saved  me;  and  as  1  recall  it  all,  1  feel  that  God 
must  have  had  a  task  for  me  to  do  and  my  thanks  shall  never 
cease  for  His  wonderful  goodness  to  me.  Mr.  Wilson  driving 
along*  the  public  road,  had  noticed  my  head  of  gold-colored 
hair,  and  took  it  to  be  the  head  of  a  fawn — a  young  deer  and 
took  aim  to  fire,  when  my  moving  revealed  my  identity  and 
as  he  told  it  to  me,  his  blood  ran  cold  and  he  never  had  the 
courage  to  relate  the  incident  to  my  friends. 

SCHOOL  DAYS. 

I  remember  my  first  day  at  school.  1  was  not  yet  an 
enrolled  scholar  and  wore  an  apron.  The  teacher  let  me 
stand  in  the  class  with  the  other  children  and  she 
drilled  us  in  reciting  the  days  of  the  week.  1  could  not  say 
“Saturday,”  my  tongue  was  so  heavy  and  dutch;”  so  I  said 
“Samstag.”  Later,  when  Mr.  James  Louden  taught  our  school, 
we  little  ones  all  sat  on  the  low  front  seats  and  our  little  legs 
were  too  short  even  then  for  our  feet  to  touch  the  floor. 
Then,  in  the  afternoons  he  would  let  us  go  out  of  doors  to 
play,  “if  we  behaved”  ourselves.  Hut  children  will  do  smart 
things,  and  so,  we  soon  had  some  little  boy’s  cap  on  top  of  a 
pole  carrying  it  about;  the  teacher  saw  it  and  called  us  in. 
That  put  a  stop  to  the  special  privileges  he  had  given  us. 

I  never  liked  to  go  to  school,  anil  on  occasion  when  we 
youngsters  were  together  and  poured  out  our  contempt  for 
school  and  offered  our  mental  protests, — we  were  all  pretty 
much  alike,  I  remember  remarking  that  1  would  never  teach 
school  if  they  offered  me  five  dollars  a  day. 

Hut  gradually  1  got  over  that  and  liked  to  go  to  school. 
I  even  taught  •  school  a  couple  of  school  years  and  would 
have  been  glad  to  have  gotten  that  five  dollars  per  diem, 
but  1  got  only  $1.35  and  was  glad  to  get  that  much. 

My  last  teacher  in  the  old  Kaley  School  house  was  Louis 
C.  Zechiel.  That  was  the  year  in  which  he  married  sister 
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Louisa.  Following  that  winter  of  schooling  I  made  my  first 
venture  away  from  home,  down  into  what  was  then  called 
the  “Illinois  Prairies,”  although  the  place  where  1  worked 
was  at  Boswell,  Indiana,  about  four  miles  from  the  state  line 
between  Indiana  and  Illinois. 


About  the  close  of  harvest  and  haying  I  returned  home 
and  started  into  a  summer  Normal  School  at  Star  City,  Ind., 
Prof.  R.  L.  Marsh  man,  superintendent.  After  several  trials  I 
got  a  Teacher’s  Certificate  to  teach  public  school  in  Pulaski 
County.  My  school  was  in  Cass  Township,  near  Medaryville, 
Indiana.  It  was  in  a  settlement  of  “Dutch,”  and  it  too,  was 
called  “Germany”  by  some  people.  That  school  I  taught  two 
years.  Then  1  quit  teaching  and  went  to  College. 


PRFLIMINARILS  TO  MY  COLLEGE  DAYS. 

Since  early  boyhood  I  had  the  desire  to  become  a  Min¬ 
ister  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  But  whenever  1  mentioned 
going  to  College  for  my  preparation,  Mother  would  answer 
that  College  was  for  rich  people  and  not  for  poor  people  like 
we.  But  that  was  jiot  settling  the  question  with  me.  1  must 
not  itake  time  to  tell  about  it  all  at  length.  But  this  one 
thing  permit  me  to  relate:  I  daily  prayed  to  God  that  some 
way  might  be  found  by  which  I  could  attend  Heidelberg  Col¬ 
lege,  at  Tiffin.  Now  Mother  had  lain  a  couple  of  boards 
across  from  a  log  in  the  stable  to  the  manger  on  which  she 
put  a  setting  hen  with  her  setting  of  eggs.  The  hen  was  at 
the  wall-end  of  that  device  and  that  left  a  short  space  on 
the  manger-end  of  it.  That  was  my  “Altar  of  Prayer”  at 
which  I  knelt  every  morning  to  ask  God  the  self-same  favor 
of  opening  a  way  for  me  to  go  to  College  and  let  me  know 
about  it. 

One  morning  the  answer  came  all  on  a  surprise  to  me. 
I  was  riding  on  horseback  over  to  Brother  Fred’s,  passing  by 
our  Father’s  friend,  Uncle  John  Zechiel.  He  hailed  me  and 
said:  “Stop  a  minute,  (or  (similar  words),  1  want  to  whip 
you.”  My  heart  fluttered,  for  I  was  always  getting  in  wrong 
somewhere  and  wondered  what  the  trouble  was  now.  So  he 
told  me  this,  he  said:  “I  was  at  the  meeting  of  Chassis  (St. 
Joseph)  this  week  and  they  decided  to  send  you  as  a  Ben¬ 
eficiary  Student  to  Tiffin  and  will  give  $  ioo.no  per  year  to 
support  you.”  He  said  there  was  another  name  presented  by 
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Rev.  Scott  F.  Hershey,  but  that  they  accepted  the  one  Rev.  J. 
B.  Henry,  our  Pastor  had  presented,  and  that  now  1  might 
get  ready  to  go. 

Oh,  joy  of  joys!  It  came  to  me  like  a  stroke  from  the  sky 
and  I  did  not  know  whether  to  ride  on  to  Fred’s  or  turn  back 
and  tell  Mother.  Classis  then  met  in  the  fall  of  the  year.  So 
I  could  go  on  with  my  teaching  that  winter  and  then  get 
ready  for  the  September  opening  of  school. 

That  is  what  I  did.  That  next  September  was  September, 
1879.  1  was  not  advanced  enough  to  enter  the  Freshman 

Class  as  a  regular,  so  had  to  take  the  Senior  Preparatory 
year.  Then  another  Providence  came  my  way,  Dr.  George 
W.  Williard,  the  President  of  College  had  secured  a  Scholar¬ 
ship  owned  by  some  good  old  “Bachelor,”  who  was  willing 
to  give  me  the  benefit  of  it  the  full  time  of  my  studentship. 
I  am  sorry  I  never  learned  the  name  of  that  good  man  so  that 
I  could  write  him  and  thank  him  for  his  favor. 

But  even  that  did  not  provide  for  all  my  school  expenses. 
So  during  a  vacation  period  or  two,  I  tried  book  agency.  But 
I  was  not  “cut  out”  for  the  book-selling  business  and  made 
little  money  at  that.  With  my  Sophomore  year  I  became  the 
College  janitor,  with  a  $100.00  salary  for  the  yyar.  1  stuck 
to  that  “job”  the  rest  of  my  College  and  Seminary  days,  for 
then  the  Seminary  and  College  were  both  located  at  Tiffin. 
But  the  salary  for  the  next  two  years  was  $115.00;  the  fourth 
year  $120.00  and  the  last  year  they  kindly  raised  it  to  $125.00 
with  regrets  that  I  was  now  leaving  the  Campus  and  could 
not  be  hired  any  longer. 

I  will  not  weary  you  with  a  recital  of  the,  amount  of 
work  this  janitorship  entailed,  carrying  coal  every  Saturday 
for  three  stoves  to  last  for  a  whole  week  and  wood  enough 
for  four  stoves  to  last  for  the  same  length  of  time.  Six  fires 
to  make  daily  besides  my  own.  When  first  I  started  on  this 
job  it  took  me  an  hour  and  a  half,  later  it  was  reduced  to  an 
hour.  But  in  the  last  years  I  made  all  the  fires  and  follow¬ 
ed  up,  putting  in  wood  md  coal  to  last  until  the  Prolessors 
came,  in  from  twenty  minutes  to  one  hall  hour’s  time. 

But  I  never  ceased  to  thank  Cod  for  the  opportunity 
afforded  me  to  pursue  my  studies  and  finish  the  Course, 
which  was  in  1884  in  College  and  then  in  188b,  in  Heidelberg 
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Seminary.  Since  then,  it  has  been  my  blessed  privilege  to 
preach  the  Gospel  of  peace  to  the  world. 


Thirty-eight  years  have  now  been  given  to  this  work  and 
yet  I  feel  that  I  have  made  little  more  than  a  beginning  and 
that  I  am  just  coming  to  those  years  when  labor  seems  com¬ 
paratively  easy.  Wisdom,  pastoral  wisdom,  comes  not  nec¬ 
essarily  with  courses  of  technical  work  and  degrees;  it  comes 
rather  with  the  experience  of  years. 


So  life  seems  almost  done, 
When  one  has  scarce  begun, 
His  Wisdom  Days. 


PASTORAL  ACTIV1TILS. 


Were  it  not  that  others  are  interested  as  a  matter  of  Fam¬ 
ily  History,  modesty  would  forbid  the  mention  of  my  pastor¬ 
al  life.  Wherefore,  i  offer  the  following  personal  notes. 

My  active  Ministry  began  as  Supply  Pastor,  in  the  Glenn- 
ford  Charge,  Lancaster  Classis,  Ohio  Synod,  on  January  17, 
1886.  Graduated  from  Heidelberg  Theological  Seminary, 
May  12,  1886,  was  examined  and  licensed  to  preach  May 
17,  1886  and  ordained  by  Classical  Committee  a  few  days 
later  in  the  Church  of  the  Cross,  of  Somerset,  Ohio,  one  of 
the  congregations  of  the  charge.  Served  this  charge  two 
years;  that  is,  from  April  1,  1886  to  April  1,  1888. 

Served  the  Marshallville  (Ohio)  Charge  from  April  1, 
1888  to  November  27,  1892.  The  New  Berlin  (Ohio)  Charge 
from  November  27,  1892  to  November  30,  1896.  The  Canal 
Winchester  (Ohio)  Charge  from  December  1,  1896  to  Nov¬ 
ember  30,  1906.  The  Alliance,  Ohio,  congregation,  Immanuel, 
from  November  1,  1906  to  June  1,  1917.  The  Sycamore  (Ohio) 
Church  from  June  1,  1917,  to  April  1,  1919.  The  Grace  Church, 
Springfield,  Ohio,  from  April  1,  1919,  to  February  1,  1923. 
Began  the  pastorate  of  the  Valley  Charge,  near  Dayton,  Ohio, 
February  1,  1923,  continuing  in  same  to  date.  Total  years 
of  Ministry  to  date,  (May,  1924)  of  thirty-eight  years,  during 
which  time  very  few  Sabbaths  were  missed  on  account  of  ill¬ 
ness,  a  wonderful  blessing  of  God. 


HONORS,  DESERVED  OR  UNDESERVED. 

-  These  have  come  unbidden  and  have  always  entailed  the 
greater  responsibilities  for  their  coining.  The  degree  of  Doc- 
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tor  of  Divinity,  by  my  Alma  Mater,  1  leidolberg  University,  on 
my  birthday,  June  22,  1905.  President  of  several  (  lasses  of 
which  1  was  a  member.  President  of  Ohio  Synod,  at  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana,  in  October,  1895,  and  Vice  President  of  same 
twice.  President  of  the  Hoard  of  Visitors  and  Fducation  of 
the  Central  "rheological  Seminary  from  1910  to  1921,  when 
this  Hoard  merged  in  the  Hoard  of  Trustees  and  Fducation 
and  the  same  honor  has  been  continued  until  present  time. 

When  graduating  from  the  College,  my  class,  the  class 
of  1884,  asked  me  to  write  the  Class  Song  which  request  Was 
honored  and  the  song  was  sung  on  Class  Day  of  Commence¬ 
ment  week.  In  1894  a  challenge  for  an  original  Rally  Song 
for  the  Reformed  Church  Rally  at  the  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Chris¬ 
tian  Endeavor  Convention  came  through  the  Christian 
World.  I  ventured  to  enter  the  contest  and  my  effort  w;e 
selected  by  the  committee  on  Rally  Song.  In  the  year  1922 
a  similar  challenge  was  made  by  the  Faculty  of  the  Central 
Theological  Seminary  for  a  Seminary  Hymn.  After  some  urg¬ 
ing  I  submitted  to  the  request  and  entered  the  contest.  The 
Student  body  itself  made  a  selccion  from  two  songs  finally 
submitted  and  the  “Hail!  Alma  Mater  Grand,”  by  your  un¬ 
worthy  kinsman  received  the  majority  of  the  votes  cast. 

May  I  beg  to  say  that  to  me  this  has  no  further  signifi¬ 
cance  than  that  a  kind  Providence  lias  permitted  me  thus  to 
serve  my  friends  and  help  my  fellow  men,  for — 

Of  all  the  good  that  comes  to  one  on  life’s  highway, 

The  chance  to  serve  our  fellowmen,  is  best,  they  say. 


COURTSHIP  AND  MARRIAGE. 

Of  courtship  little  needs  to  be  said  for  there  was  little  of 
it.  Miss  Clara  White  and  I  met  for  the1  first  time  at  a  Union 
Township  Sunday  School  picnic,  in  the1  grove  just  east  of  the 
Maxinkuckee  Lake,  on  August  the  5th,  1881.  Our  corre¬ 
spondence  began  on  my  return  to  College*  in  September  of 
that  year.  We  did  not  meet  after  that  picnic  time  until  in 
J  une  of  the  next  year. 

On  the  seventh  of  October  of  that  year  1881,  1  was  driven 
home  to  nurse  a  case  of  typhoid  fever.  1  was  at  home  seven 
weeks  with  that  sickness  and  both  o!  us  were  wishing  she 
might  come  to  visit  me;  but  the  acquaintance  was  all  too  new 


Page  one  hundred  twenty-one 


Til  It  STAIIL  FAMILY  HISTORY 


and  as  yet  unknown  to  the  family;  and  so,  modesty  on  her 
part  forbade  such  familiarity.  1  returned  to  my  work  without 
a  visit  from  her  whom,  of  all  others  my  heart  yearned  most 
to  see  except  my  mother. 

Our  correspondence  continued  unbroken  through  those 
years  of  waiting  until  we  were  joined  in  that  inviolate  Bond 
of  Love, 


GOD  CREATED,  MAN  HONORED,  DEVIL  HATED, 

expressed  in  martial  bonds,  and  which  were  consumated  at  the 
hands  of  the  Reverend  Jerome  Bonaparte  Henry,  who  had 
previously  laid  his  hands  on  the  head  of  the  affianced  with 
the  water  of  Holy  Baptism  and  the  rite  of  Confirmation. 

This  marriage  scene  was  enacted  on  the  lawn  of  Father 
Stephen  White,  the  home  of  the  bride,  on  June  22,  188G, 
A.  I).,  in  the  presence  of  many  friends  representing  the  two 
interested  families. 


Our  “Honey  Moon”  was  our  journey  to  the  city  of  Somer¬ 
set,  Ohio,  to  enter  upon  the  work  unitedly,  which  had  already 
been  begun  in  “single  blessedness.” 

It  was  here  that  our  first  babe  was  born.  And,  Oh!  How 
proud  we  were  when  that  first  little  daughter  came  into  our 
home  and  life.  Since  that  time  the  “Stork”  has  visited  our 
home  six  other  times  with  his  characteristic  contributions; 
and  seven,  the  Bible  number  for  perfection,  represents  the 
immeasurable  and  inexpressible  gifts  of  God  in  souls  incarn¬ 
ate.  Truly  we  sing, — 

“My  soul  doth  magnify  the  Lord,  and 
my  spirit  hath  rejoiced  in  God  my 
Saviour.”  — Luke  1:46-47. 


NAMES  AND  DATES  OF  BIRTHS  AND  PLACES 


Ruth  Louise,  born  April  8,  1887,  Somerset,  Perry  County, 
Ohio. 

Osie  Lozetta,  born  November  7,  1888,  Marshallville, 
Wayne  County,  Ohio. 

Minta  May,  born  September  11,  1890,  Marshallville, 

Wayne  County,  Ohio. 

Arthur  Jacob,  born  September  16,  1892,  Marshallville, 
Wayne  County,  Ohio. 

Tirzali  Marie,  born  October  2,  1894,  New  Berlin,  Stark 
County,  Ohio. 
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Clara  True,  born  July  29,  1897,  Canal  Winchester,  Frank¬ 
lin  County,  Ohio. 

Florence  Hermine,  born  June  3,  1902,  Canal  Winchester, 
Franklin  County,  Ohio. 

'  CLARA  (WHITE)  STAHL 

7.  Clara  White,  daughter  of  Stephen  and  his  wife,  Isabelle 
(Cordner)  White,  was  born  near  Plymouth,  Indiana,  May 
24,  1861. 

Her  school  education  was  limited  to  tlu'  Common  School 
course  of  Marshall  County,  Indiana,  where  she  was  reared  and 
lived  until  her  marriage.  A  farmer’s  daughter,  she  learned 
the  art  of  honest  labor,  including  house-keeping  and  sewing. 

The  one  thing  for  which  she  had  always  had  a  special 
liking  was  sewing.  She  was  permitted  to  take  some  months 
of  work  with  a  professional  seamstress  and  developed  the 
needle  craft  to  a.  very  practical  degree,  so  much  so,  that  as 
the  family  increased  she  kept  pace  with  the  sewing  and  was 
enabled  thereby  to  do  for  herself  what  many  a  mother  pays 
for  dearly  in  a  pecuniary  way.  In  the  Minister’s  family,  es¬ 
pecially,  where  salaries  are  never  higher  than  the  lower  tiers 
of  cribbage,  her  accomplishment  in  sewing  and  housekeep¬ 
ing  were  appreciable  means  of  economy. 

Tho  unaccomplished  in  the  technical  sense  of  a  Collegiate 
training,  she  has  been  a  most  efficient  support  to  her  husband 
in  the  matter  of  church  work.  Her  activities  have  ever  been 
rewarded  with  kindly  feeling  and  the  successful  enlistment 
of  workers.  Her  success  in  organizing  the  Missionary  work 
of  the  several  Churches  which  we  have  had  to  work  withal  1, 
has  brought  to  her  most  kindly,  if  not  flattering  gratitude, 
from  the  Missionary  workers  of  Classis  and  Synod.  She  lias 
been  in  the  highest  and  the  best  sense,  a  help-meet  for  her 
husband.  As  Mother — 

“The  rainbow  to  the  storms  of  life. 

The  evening  beam  that  smiled  the  clouds  away, 
And  tinted  the  tomorrows  with  prophetic  ray.” 

— Adapted  from  Byron 

RUTH  LOUISE  STAHL  * 

71.  Ruth  Louise,  the  oldest  daughter  of  Jacob  Peter  and  his 
wife,  Clara  (White)  Stahl,  was  educated  in  l lie*  C  ommon  and 
High  Schools  of  Ohio,  the  state  of  her  nativity.  Graduated 
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from  the  Canal  Winchester,  (Ohio)  High  School  in  1903.  Mt. 
Union  College  Conservatory  of  Music  in  1908,  winning  the 
“Garland  Prize”  of  twenty-five  dollars  in  gold.  Studied  Organ 
with  Prolessor  Kralt,  Cleveland,  attended  summer  school  at 
Northern  University,  Evanston,  Illinois. 


Her- profession  is  that  of  Teacher  of  Music.  As  such  she 
was  sent  out  by  the  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to  China,  in  1917.  She 
arrived  in  China  on  the  13th,  of  December,  and  was  stationed 
at  Peking  where  she  took  up  the  study  of  the  Chinese  lan¬ 
guage  for  a  year,  and  later  took  up  her  work  in  Piano  teach¬ 
ing  in  the  Union  College  for  Women.  On  December  13,  1919, 
the  Woman’s  College,  having  its  name  changed  to  Yenching 
College,  became  affiliated  with  the  Peking  University.  Her 
first  Furlough  began  about  January,  1923,  at  the  close  of  a 
live  year  service  in  the  field.  During  her  furlough  she  spent 
one  year  of  study  in  the  Oberlin  Conservatory. 


OS1E  LOZETTA  STAHL 

72.  Osie  Lozetta,  daughter  of  Jacob  Peter  and  his  wife, 
Clara  (White)  Stahl,  was  born  in  Marshall ville,  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  November  7,  1888. 

She  entered  upon  her  school  life  at  New  Berlin,  now 
North  Canton,  Ohio.  Graduated  from  the  Canal  Winchester, 
Ohio,  High  School,  in  1905.  Attended  Heidelberg  University 
two  years — the  Freshman  and  Sophomore. 

She  took  the  Teacher’s  course  at  the  Kent  State  Normal 
and  graduated  from  that  Institution  in  1917.  Holds  a  Life 
Certificate  for  teaching  in  the  Common  Schools  of  Ohio,  lias 
taught  in  the  special  work  for  children  with  defective  vision, 
three  and  one-half  years,  at  Alliance'.  Was  engaged  in  teach¬ 
ing  in  the  schools  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  two  years.  Is  again 
teaching  in  Alliance,  in  the  special  work. 


MINTA  MAY  STAHL 

73.  Minta  May,  third  daughter  of  Jacob  Peter  and  his  wife, 
Clara  (White)  Stahl,  had  the  usual  school  advantages  that 
obtain  today.  Ika*  school  life  began  at  New  Berlin,  Ohio, 
with  Miss  Anna  Metzger  as  teacher.  Everyone  knowing 
her  restless,  active  nature,  she'  gave  assurance  to  her  teacher 
that  she  was  willing  to  do  her  best  by  handing  her  the  fol¬ 
lowing'  lines: 
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A  little  School  Girl,  now  am  I, 

Exactly  six  years  old. 

To  get  my  lessons  well,  I’ll  try, 

For  that  is  right,  I’m  told. 

I  must  obey  my  Teacher's  rule 
And  quiet  be  all  day; 

For  this  is  why  I’m  sent  to  school 
To  work  and  not  to  play. 

Then  1  will  do  my  very  best, 

In  ('hart,  and  Hook  and  Slate; 

And  show  that  I  am  faithful,  too, 

By  never  coming  late1. 

— Father 


She  graduated  from  the  Alliance  High  School,  in  1908. 
From  the  Mt.  Union  Conservatory  in  1911.  Studied  with  Pro¬ 
fessor  Wilson  G.  Smith,  of  Cleveland,  in  Piano.  In  Novem¬ 
ber,  1919,  she  was  sent  by  the  Woman’s  Foreign  Mission 
Hoard  of  the  Methodist  Kpiscopal  Church,  to  C  hina,  to  take 
charge  of  the  Piano  Department  at  the  Keen  School,  Tien 
Tsin.  She  returned  for  her  first  furlough  in  March,  1923.  A.  I). 
During  her  furlough  she  has  taken  work  in  the*  Cincinnati 
Conservatoy  and  the  New  Fnglancl  Conservatory,  at  Boston. 
Mass. 


ARTHUR  JACOB  STAHL 

74.  Arthur  Jacob,  only  son  of  Jacob  Peter  and  his  wife,  Clara 
(White)  Stahl,  was  born  in  Marshallville,  Wayne  County, 
Ohio,  September  16,  1892.  Graduated  from  the  Alliance  High 
School  in  1911.  Entered  Heidelberg  University,  Tiffin,  Ohio, 
in  September  of  that  same  year  and  graduated  from  that 
Institution  in  June,  1915.  Like  his  Father,  for  about  three4 
years  he  served  as  janitor  at  College  and  thus  promoted 
finances. 


During  his  vacations  he  worked  at  printing  and  has  de¬ 
veloped  the  Printer’s  Art. 

On  June  14,  1917,  he4  was  married  to  Genevieve  May 
Bittikofer,  of  Sulphur  Springs,  Ohio.  Mis  Father  performed 
the  ceremony  in  the  presence  of  the4  families  of  the  two  en¬ 
gaging  parties  with  a  few  other  guests. 

In  July,  1918  he  went  to  France  with  the4  American  Ex¬ 
peditionary  Forces  to  engage  in  the4  World  War  struggle  for 
righteousness  and  peace.  He  was  returned  to  ('amp  Sherman, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  honorably  disc  harged,  in  May,  1919,  A.  D. 
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This  family  has  two  children,  Ronald  Edward  and  Gerald 
Merlin. 


GENEVIEVE  MAY  (B1TTI KOFER)  STAHL. 

Genevieve  May,  oldest  daughter  of  John  \V.  and  his  wife, 
Sarah  (Walther)  Bittikofer,  was  born  in  Sulphur  Springs, 
Ohio,  August  5,  1893. 

She  attended  the  Common  Schools  of  the  Community. 
Attended  the  Academic  Department  of  Heidelberg  Univer¬ 
sity  preparaory  for  entrance  at  College.  Graduated  from 
College  in  June,  1916,  with  an  A.  B.  degree. 

While  her  husband  was  in  France  during  the  World  War, 
she  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  Grades  in  the  schools  of 
Alliance,  Ohio.  Motherhood  and  the  care  of  her  two  bright 
children  are  the  joy  of  her  soul. 

RONALD  EDWARD  STAHL 

741.  Ronald  Edward,  son  of  Arthur  Jacob  and  his  wife,  Gene¬ 
vieve  May  (Bittikofer)  Staid,  was  born  in  Alliance,  Stark 
County,  Ohio,  March  the  1 8th,  1921.  One  among  the  top¬ 
most  twigs  of  the  flourishing  “Family  Tree.” 


GERALD  MERLIN  STAIIL 

742.  Gerald  Merlin,  son  of  Arthur  Jacob  and  his  wife,  Gene- 
vive  May  (Bittikofer)  Stahl,  was  born  April  5,  1921,  near 
Dayton,  Ohio,  until  now,  the  top-most  twig  of  the  Familv 
Tree.  Watch  these  twiglets  grow. 

TIBZAI  l  MARIE  STAHL 


75.  Tirzah  Marie,  daughter  of  Jacob  Peter  and  his  wife,  Clara 
(White)  Stahl,  was  born  in  New  Berlin,  now  North  Canton, 
Ohio,  October  2,  1894. 

She  graduated  from  the  Alliance  High  School,  June,  191. 
and  from  the  Kent  State  Normal,  in.  1918.  Holds  a  Lib'  Cer¬ 
tificate  to  teach  in  Grades  in  Ohio.  Took  a  Summer  Course 
of  some  weeks  in  Columbia  University,  New  York,  in  special 
preparation  for  the  work  of  Supervision  in  Teaching,  in  T921. 
Was  sent  to  China  as  a  Missionary  under  the  Woman’s  For¬ 
eign  Mission  Board  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in 
November,  1921.  Following  a  course',  in  Language  ?tudy  for 
a  year  she  entered  upon  her  regular  work  in  September,  1922. 
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CLARA  TRUE  STAIR. 

76.  Clara  True,  daughter  of  Jacob  Peter  and  his  wife,  Clara 
(White)  Stahl,  was  born  in  Canal  Winchester,  Franklin 
County,  Ohio,  July  29,  1897.  She  graduated  from  the  Alliance 
(Ohio)  High  School,  in  June,  1914,  and  from  Heidelberg  Uni¬ 
versity,  Tiffin,  Ohio,  in  June,  1918,  with  the  degree  of  A.  R 
Engaged  in  teaching  in  the  High  School  at  Attica,  Ohio,  one 
year  and  one  year  in  the  Township  High  School  near  Flat 
Rock,  Seneca  County.  Has  taken  a  course  in  Accountancy 
with  the  LaSalle  School  of  Chicago;  is  at  this  time  employed 
in  the  Laboratory  work  of  the  State  Hospital  of  Worcester, 
Massachusetts. 


FLORENCE  H ERMINE  STAHL 
77.  Florence  Hermine,  daughter  of  Jacob  Peter  and  his  wife, 
Clara  (White)  Stahl,  was  born  in  Canal  Winchester,  Franklin 
County,  Ohio,  June  3,  1902.  Attended  the  Common  Schools 
at  Alliance,  Ohio,  and  High  School  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  from 
which  she  graduated  in  June,  1921.  She  has  taken  one  ycai 
of  work  in  Heidelberg  University,  Tiffin,  Ohio.  Has  since 
that  time  been  employed  as  a  Sales  Lady  in  one4  of  the  large 
stores  of  the  City  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  which  position  she 
filled  with  acceptance. 
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EXCHANGE  OF  LETTERS  BETWEEN  THE  HISTORIAN 
\  JACOB  P.  STAHL 

AND  HIS  NEPHEW,  OTTO  J.  STAHL. 
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Calw,  Wurtembcrg,  Oct  7,  1922. 


Dear  Uncle  Jacob: 

Your  letter  came  about  a  week  ago,  before  1  came  to 
Wurtemberg.  I  came  here  to  Calw  yesterday  and  stayed 
at  the  Waldhorn  hotel  and  early  this  morning  I  hired  a  car¬ 
riage  and  horses  and  drove  out  to  Gechingen,  a  drive  of 
about  one  and  one-half  hours  through  beautiful  country. 

In  Gechingen  I  found  Karl  Boettinger,  whose  grand¬ 
mother  was  a  sister  of  my  grandmother  Stahl.  He  and  his 
sister  live  in  the  very  house  where  Grandmother  Stahl  was 
born  and  he  took  me  to  the  house  where  they  lived  when  she 
and  Grandfather  were  married  and  where  he  had  his  lock 
shop  next  door  and  over  the  door,  carved  in  the  stone  is  still 

the  sign  “J.  F.  St. - 184b. I  was  in  both  the  house  and  the 

shop,  although  now  the  people  who  live  there  are  strangers. 
We  also  went  to  the  church.  Then  we  went  to  another  sister 
of  his,  Mrs.  Schneider,  who  well  remembered  Grandmother 
and  Uncle  Charlie  from. their  visit  in  1878. 

I  had  dinner  with  the  Boettinger’s  in  the  old  Gehring 
house  and  then  Karl  Boettinger  drove  along  with  me  to 
Dachtel  where  Cousin  Rika  Stahl  lives  with  her  niece  and 
family,  named  Mistshele.  Rika  is  almost  helpless.  She  can¬ 
not  walk  only  a  very  few  steps  by  holding  on  to  something, 
but  doesn’t  seem  to  feel  very  badly  or  to  suffer  much.  But 
she  is  gradually  failing  and  getting  more  and  more  helpless 
and  doubtless  won’t  live  a  great  many  years. 

Her  niece  and  family  are  very  good  to  her  and  she  wiii 
have  her  home  there  as  long  as  she  lives.  Her  sister,  Mrs. 
Weinbrenner,  was  also  there  visiting  for  the  day.  She  is  the 
same  age  as  Aunt  Regina  and  Hie  is  very  well.  She  slid 
works  in  the  fields,  she  says.  She,  of  course,  remembers  the 
Stahl  family  very  well,  bhe  lives  with  her  son,  Louie  and  1 
went  on  to  the  little  village  of  Deufringen  where  they  live. 
She  went  along*  in  the  carnage  and  there  we  saw  Louie 
Weinbrenner  and  his  wife  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Goetz  and  her 
son  Ernest.  I  liked  Mrs.  Weinbrenner  and  her  two  daughters 
very  much  and  her  grandson  is  a  very  nice  looking  young 
man. 
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On  the  way  back  I  stopped  at  Gechingen  again  and  an¬ 
other  sister  of  the  Boettinger’s,  Mrs.  Souder,  from  Ostelsheim 
had  come,  so  I  also  got  acquainted  with  her.  They  all  were 
so  very  glad  to  see  some  one  from  America  that  it  really 
was  pathetic.  They  nearly  all  had  tears  in  their  eyes  when 
1  left  and  all  were  very  sincere  in  sending  kindest  greetings 
to  all  relatives  in  America. 

I  didn’t  have;  time  to  go  to  Oestelsheim  as  you  can  well 
see.  In  all  1  met  17  different  relatives  today.  But  I  am  com¬ 
ing  back  here  in  a  few  weeks  and  then  1  will  go  to  Oestel¬ 
sheim  also. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  get  much  family  history  as  the  older 
people  are  nearly  all  gone  and  the  younger  ones  don’t  know, 
but  if  you  will  tell  me  what  you  want  to  know  1  could  get 
Karl  Boettinger  to  go  with  me  to  the  Kathaus  in  Gechingen 
or  to  the  Kirche  Mans,  and  we  could  probably  get  the  in¬ 
formation  you  want  from  the  records.  I  le  said  he  would  be 
glad  to  heli)  me.  Also  I  met  a  man  from  Mirsan  who  is  the 
chief  tax-man  for  this  whole  district  and  he  knows  the  Stahls 
and  Gehrings  and  he  offered  to  help  me  hunt  up  data,  if  I 
need  him. 

I  will  try  to  get  pictures,  too.  Today  it  rained  all  day 
and  although  I  had  my  kodak  I  didn’t  have  much  chance  to 
use  it. 

All  these  people  are  terribly  hard  up.  1  think  they  all 
own  their  homes  but  its  hard  now  even  to  get  anything  to 
eat.  With  butter  250  marks  per  pound,  meat  200  marks  per 
pound,  shoes  5000  marks, .overcoat  or  suit  45000  marks,  you  can 
see  that  these  people  have  little  chance  to  ever  buy  anything 
new.  Most  of  them  eat  no  meat  at  all,  no  coffee,  no  tea,  and 
can’t  buy  any  clothing.  They  are  hoping  for  better  times  but 
are  pretty  much  discouraged.  However,  several  of  them 
spoke  of  their  religion  being  their  only  hope,  they  felt  that 
there  would  be  some  way  out.  I  liked  them  all.  They  seem 
so  sincere  and  genuine.  1  also  -visited  Sophia  Gehring  in 
Cannstatt.  She  is  real  well,  still  teaching  school  at  62.  She 
lives  all  alone  and  has  a  nice  place. 

My  love  to  all,  your  nephew, 

OTTO. 
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Springfield,  Ohio,  Oct.  23,  1922. 

Your  interesting  letter  dated,  Calw,  Wuertcmborg,  Oct. 
7,  to  hand. 

Say,  “First  Oldest,”  (a  quotation  current  in  the  family 
since  the  days  of  Canal  Winchester),  you  can  not  quite  under¬ 
stand,  I  am  sure,  how  much  we  appreciated  your  letter  with 
its  narrative  of  your  visit  at  the  house  and  shop  of  our  Grand- 
father  and  Grandmother,  Stahl.  It  almost  thrilled  me  and 
caused  shivers  of  delight  to  creep  up  my.  back  when  I  saw 
the  name  cut  into  the  stone  over  the  door  of  my  father’s  old 
shop  with  the  cross-keys  and  the  date,  “1846.”  I  will  not  dilate 
on  my  ecstacies  that  came  from  the  reading  of  your  letter;  but 
I  will  try  to  tell  you  what  I  would  like  to  have  you  get  over 
there  for  our  Family  History  book  when  it  shall  be  published, 
some  dajr.  I  urge  this  upon  you  because  it  is  not  likely  that 
any  other  near  relative  of  ours  will  soon  visit  those  ancestral 
places,  especially  during  the  lifetime  of  the  family  historian. 
Only,  1  want  to  say,  do  not  try  the  impossible,  notwithstand¬ 
ing,  that  the;  doing'  of  the  impossibles  is  the  thing  of  which 
heroes  the  made. 


(Fxcerpts  from  the  letter  follow’) 


First  of  all,  take  pictures  of  the  houses,  or  home's  in 
which  father  and  mother  Stahl,  were  born  or  lived  and 
wrought,  and  as  much  of  tlu'  surroundings  as  shall  seem 
worth  while  to  you. 

Second,  a  picture  of  father’s  shop,  with  the  carved  head¬ 
stone,  as  well  as  the  exterior  of  the  shop  in  larger  outlines. 


Third,  a  picture  of  the  Church  in  which  father  and  moth¬ 
er  were  married,  even  the  altar  at  which  they  stood,  if  that  is 
possible. 

Fourth,  a  picture  of  father’s  old  home,  if  you  can  find  it, 
and  of  the  Church  where  he  attended  services. 


Fifth,  the  school  houses  where  they  each  went  to  school 
and  from  which  they  graduated  (?)  and  received  their  diplo¬ 
mas;  especially  so  because  it  is  more  than  likely,  that  your 
father  and  Aunt  Regina  went  to  school  there  and  therefore  ol 
a  double  interest  to  you  and  especially,  to  Regina. 


You  can  determine  from  these  suggestions  that  anything 
that  will  give  additional  information  will  be  appreciated.  1 
have  pestered  you  enough  with  suggestions.  I  am  only  re- 
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minded  of  a  certain  popular  song  some  fellow  sang1  at  a  Farm¬ 
er's  Picnic  at  Canal  Winchester,  Ohio;  it  always  ended  with 
the  words,  (as  1  now  recall  them,  “While  you’r  a-gittin,  git 
all  you  kin.” 


Now  I  will  close,  with  very  best  love  and  good  wishes  to 
all  our  Kuropean  friends,  and  Y(  )U. 

Your  l  ncle  and  Aunt, 


J.  P.  and  Clara  Stahl. 


Stuttgart,  Germany,  Nov.  26,  1922. 
My  Dear  Uncle  and  Family: 

1  determined  to  go  again  at  once  to  see  the  old  haunts 
of  the  Stahls  and  Gehrings  upon  receipt  of  your  cordial 
letter,  but  the  weather  was  so  bad  for  so  long  that  it  was 
about  ten  days  before  1  could  go,  and  since  1  did  go,  I 
haven’t  had  time  to  write  fully  until  today.  , 

l  am  glad  that  you  found  the  little  news  that  1  did  send 
so  interesting.  1  am  sure  though  that  my  letter  about  it  can’t 
be  nearly  as  thrilling  to  you  as  it  was  to  me  to  actually  be 
there.  It  seemed  like  a  dream  which  couldn’t  come  true  and 
yet  did. 


Well,  1  took  the  train  to  Ocstelsheim,  the  ancestral  home 
of  the  Stahl  family.  The  village  is  down  in  the  valley,  very 
beautifully  located,  very  attractive  looking  from  a  distance. 
'Die  very  first  sign  1  saw  was  a  hotel  sign  “Gasthaus  zum 
Uoessle,  ’  which  1  found  afterward  was  a  hotel  owned  by 
your  Uncle  (don't  know  yet  which  one)  and  which  is  still 
run  by  a  Stahl,  Heinrich  Stahl,  a  grandson  ol  your  uncle,  and 
next  1  saw  a  big  hotel  “Gasthaus  zur  Sonne”  which  evidently 
was  owned  by  your  Grandfather,  and  is  the  house  where  your 
father  was  born.  It  also  descended  from  Father  to  oldest  son 
etc.,  and  is  at  present  run  by  Fugene  Stahl  whom  1  met  and 
found  to  be  a  very  affable,  pleasant  man,  well  suited  by  tem¬ 
perament  to  be  a  tavern  keeper,  and  who  very  cordially  in¬ 
vited  me  to  return  soon  and  he  would  help  me  to  information 
of  any  kind.  Ilis  grandfather  evidently  was  your  father’s 
oldest  brother,  however,  as  1  had  to  go  to  Gechmgen  yet  oil 
foot  that  same  day,  and  he  was  busy  in  the  hay  barn,  1  didn’t 
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have  time  to  find  out  very  much,  more  later.  Hut  it  surely 
was  thrilling  to  see  the  big  sign  on  the  front  of  the  hotel 
“Gasthaus  zur  Sonne”  Kugene  Stahl  and  to  know  that  a  hun¬ 
dred  years  ago  my  grandfather  lived  there! 

I  had  dinner  at  the  Sautter  home.  Mrs.  Sautter  is  a  dis¬ 
tant  cousin  on  the  Gehring  side,  was  horn  in  Gechingen.  1 
had  met  her  before  at  the  Breiting’s  home.  The  Sautter  fam¬ 
ily  were  all  very  pleasant  to  me.  Mr.  Sautter  got  the  key  of 
the  church  and  took  me  in.  Of  course,  there  have  been  many 
changes  made,  but  the  church  is  still  the  same.  In  llie  gallery 
they  still  have  the  same  old  high  backed  seats  which  were 
there  then  ioo  years  ago.  Also  saw  the  “Rat-haus,”  which 
was  school-house  below  and  city  hall  above,  where  undoubt¬ 
edly,  Grandfather  Stahl  went  to  school. 

After  dinner  Mr.  Sauter  walked  with  me  to  Gechingen.  It 
was  a  beautiful  day,  one  of  the  very  few  I  have  had  in  Ger¬ 
many,  as  this  has  been  a  very  disagreeable  autumn;  and  1  can’t 
tell  you  how  I  felt  or  what  1  thought  when  1  remembered 
how  often  Grandfather  must  have  walked  that  very  road, 
the  only  way  to  Gechingen!  And,  no  doubt,  Grandma  and 
Aunt  Regina  and  Father,  probably  often,  too.  It  is  a  beautiful 
road,  apple  trees  planted  all  along  the  road  side  except  where 
the  road  passes  through  a  fine  strip  of  pine  woods,  very  fine 
views  all  over  the  surrounding  country,  as  the  road  passes 
over  the  high  hills  above  Oestelsheim, — very  nice  all  the  way 
to  Gechingen.  The  little  “garden  farms,”  as  I  call  them,  arc* 
no  doubt  exactly  the  same  as  they  were  in  the  long  past 
years,  little  strips  of  land  like  our  gardens,  and  every  one 
living  in  the  villages.  There  isn’t  a  home'  between  Oestelsheim 
and  Gechingen,  about  three  miles,  all  farms. 

The  farming  methods  are  about  the  same  an  in  the  old 
days,  too.  It’s  rare  now  to  see  a  horse,  not  because  they  have 
autos  and  tractors,  but  because  all  the  hauling  and  plowing 
is  done  by  oxen.  All  over  Germany — the  part  that  I  have  seen, 
one  sees  scarcely  anything  in  the  fields  but  people  and  oxen. 
Once  in  a  while  a  farmer  seems  to  be  a  little  more  prosperous 
and  has,  perhaps,  one  horse;  1  have  often  seen  an  ox  and  a 
horse  hitched  together,  plowing  or  hauling.  The  saddest 
thing  is  to  see  the  women  and  girls  all  working  so  hard  in 
the  fields.  Mrs.  Weinbrenncr,  a  sister  of  “Nana  Stahl”,  who 
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is  just  Aunt  Regina’s  age,  told  me  she  was  still  able  to  work 
in  the  fields. 

You  can  hardly  realize  how  difficult  it  is  to  get  infor¬ 
mation.  No  railroads  to  Gechingen,  nor  to  Dachtel,  where 
“Rieka”  still  lives.  She  could  te  ll  me  more  than  any  of  them, 
if  I  could  only  get  there;  but  she  is  a  helpless  invalid  and 
doesn’t  hear  well,  and  with  my  poor  German,  and  no  one 
there  to  understand  English,  it  is  quite  a  job.  How  often  I 
have  wished  that  you  were  here  to  go  over  the  ground  with 
me  and  do  the  talking  and  have  the  thrills,  too. 

As  far  as  (the)  Stahls  being  Hungarian  is  concerned,  I 
don’t  believe  so.  Here  in  Stuttgart  there  is  a  Stahl  on  every 
street.  So  many  business  firms,  and  whenever  I  go  to  a  bank 
— and  they  see  l  am  an  American,  they  always  say  1  have 
a  good  German  name.  Could  anything  be  more  German  than 
Otto  Jacob  Stahl? 

Much  love  to  all.  “First  oldest,” 

OTTO. 


Stuttgart,  Jan.  23,  1923. 

Dear  Uncle  Jacob:- 

( Personal  matters  omitted) 

Well,  I  made  another  trip  to  the  old  Stahl  and  Gehring 
homes  last  week-end.  This  time  I  went  in  the  midst  of  a 
big  snow-storm  and  saw  the  places  as  they  are  in  the  dead 
of  winter. 


In  Oestelsheim  l  called  on  the  Eugene  Stahl  who  owns 
the  “Gasthaus  Zur  Sonne,”  which,  1  found  out  definitely,  was 
built  by  your  Grandfather  Stahl,  and  your  Father  was  born 
there.  Eugene  Stahl  is  also  a  great-grandson  of  the  builder, 
just  as  1  am.  He  and  his  family,  a  wife  and  two  little  girls, 
were  most  cordial  and  pleasant  to  me.  Cousin  Sophia  Gehr¬ 
ing,  Albert’s  sister,  went  with  me,  and  Eugene  Stahl  hitched 
his  two  fine  horses  to  a  sleigh  and  drove  us  over  the  hills 
to  Gechingen.  It  was  a  beautiful  drive,  through  the  pine 
woods  which  was  covered  with  snow,  and  the  sleigh-bells 
helped  to  make  it  a  very  pleasant  trip.  Mrs.  Sautter  (men¬ 
tioned  before),  went  along  to  Gechingen. 

In  Gechingen  the  two  women  stayed  at  Karl  Boettingers 
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and  I  went  to  the  Hotel  Lamm,  which  is  owned  by  Heinerich 
Staid,  a  brother  to  Eugene,  who,  of  course  is  also,  a  Great- 
grandson  of  the  “Sonne.”  I  had  not  known  about  him  when 
I  was  in  Gechingen  before,  but  lie  and  his  family,  a  wife  and 
daughter,  were  also  very  pleasant  to  me.  Loth  tin*  Motel 
Stahls  are  very  well-to-do,  1  was  told  by  other  relatives. 


On  Sunday  morning  1  went  with  the  Uoettingers,  etc.,  to 
church.  The  church  is  the  same  as  it  was  when  ( h  and-mother 
and  father  and  Aunt  Regina  went  there.  1  tried  to  figure  out 
where  they  all  must  have  sat,  which  wasn’t  hard  to  do,  be¬ 
cause  the  boys  all  sit  in  one  section,  the  girls  in  another, 
women  alone  and  men  alone.  So,  by  thinking  of  their  ages 
I  could  place  them  all. 


It  may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  I  found  the  congrega¬ 
tional  singing  in  the  little  Gechingen  church  tlu*  best  I’ve 
heard  in  Europe.  It  was  really  quite  thrilling.  You  know  how 
they  sing,  every  one  sings  the  melody  to  the  choral  and  the 
organ  plays  the  harmony.  They  have  a  good  pipe  organ  and 
the  music  was  magnificent,  even  though  they  have  no  choir 
at  all.  1  suppose  the  service  and  everything  was  exactly  as 
it  used  to  be,  because  nothing  ever  changes  here.  In  the 
afternoon,  “Lamm  Stahl”  took  us  in  his  sleigh  to  Dachtel  to 
see  Cousin  “Rieka,”  and  her  niece  with  whom  she  lives, 
sent  for  other  relatives  until  1  again,  saw  nearly  all  the  re¬ 
lationship. 


They  were  all  so  glad  to  have  me  come  again  and  were 
all  very  urgent  that  I  should  not  forget  to  send  greetings  and 
best  wishes  to  all  the  friends  in  America.  They  all  seem 
glad  to  have  personal  touch  with  some  one  again  who  knows 
the  Americans.  It  is  really,  almost  pathetic,  how  glad  they 
are  to  have  me  come;  and,  of  course,  in  the*  little  village,  with 
the  houses  on  top  of  each  other,  and  against  each  other,  and 
no  regular  streets,  it  isn’t  ten  minutes  after  my  arrival  until 
every  one  knows  that  the  American  Cousin  is  again  here,  and 
when  we  go  down  street  everyone  is  told  that  the  “Fetter  aus 
Amerika,”  ist  gekommen. 


“Rieka”  is  a  helpless  invalid,  at  least  almost  helpless.  She 
has  good  care,  however,  and  seems  to  be  cheerful  and  happy, 
if  a  person  in  her  condition  can  be  happy.  She  remembers 
America  and  the  relatives  so  well  and  is  so  glad  to  talk  about 
them.  — (Personal. 
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Well,  on  Sunday  P.  M.,  “Lamm  Stahl”  took  us  all  back  to 
Oestelsheim  in  the  sleigh  and  there  I  again  visited  a  little 
while  in  the  “Sonne”  and  tried  to  imagine  ( irandfather  Stahl 
there  as  a  baby!  There  I  met  the  other  brother  of  the  two  1 
already  mentioned  and  they  all  were  very  cordial.  1  asked 
“Sonne”  (They  all  go  by  the  name  of  their  place  here)  about 
the  Stahls  being  German  or  Hungarian,  and  he  said  he  had 
mice  looked  up  something  about  the  family  history  and  he 
thought,  as  nearly  as  he  could  remember,  the*  Stahls  have 
lived  here  in  this  vicinity  since  iboo — so  if  they  were  origin¬ 
ally  Hungarians  it  must  have  been  a  long  time  ago! 

Love  to  all,  Your  Nephew,  (First  oldest), 

OTTO. 
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THE  END  OF  THE  FAMILY  TRAIL 

We  have  come  to  the  end  of  the  task  assigned; 

We  have  sought  to  be  fair,  to  be  just  and  kind. 

We  have  tried  to  present — from  the  man  of  yore 
To  the  babe  in  t lie  crib  at  our  very  door — 

Just  the  facts  as  they  seemed  to  be. 

If,  perchance,  in  describing  our  subjects  all, 

A  mistake  has  been  made — as  might  well  befall  — 
Twas  the  head,  not  the  heart,  that  the  error  made, 

Let  it  pass  from,  your  mind  to  tlu*  land  of  shade — 

Let  our  friendships  no  blemish  see. 

In  our  search  for  the  roots  of  the  Family  Tree, 

We  dug  down  to  the  Sixteenth  C  entury. 

There  was  nought  to  be  found  that  the  world  would  prise, 
Of  ambition,  or  greed,  by  which  some  would  rise* 

On  the  ladder  of  earthly  fame. 

It  may  rightly  be  said  of  our  forebearers  all, 

Of  the  Gehring  line  as  the  line  of  Stahl, 

They  were  humble  folk  in  the  walks  of  life, 

Men  of  peaceful  mood,  not  of  storm  and  strife — 

In  the  line  not  a  tarnished  name. 

‘Twill  be  seen,  we  believe,  by  this  Household  Tree, 

We  are  heirs  of  a  worth-while  legacy. 

We  are  bound  to  respect  their  ideals  true, 

And  by  precept  and  life  hold  them  e’er  in  view 
Lest  reproach  on  their  name  we  bring. 

Hence,  arise  youth  and  age,  whether  near  or  far, 

Let  your  life  send  a  ray  like  the  beaming  star; 

Like  the  hero,  be  brave,  tho*  the  task  be  great, 

Be  a  man  with  a  will,  not  a  child  of  fate — 

With  a  song  let  the  welkins  ring. 
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NOTES  AND  OBSERVATIONS 


There  are  a  great  many  Stahls  in  various  sections  of  the 
United  States  of  America;  but  thus  lar  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  establish  a  close  relationship  between  them  and 
the  Stahl  Family  to  which  the  genealogical  and- biographical 
notes  of  tins  book  are  devoted, — the  Jacob  Frederick  Stahl 
Family.  It  may  be  possible  that  with  further  research  such  a 
relationship  may  be  discovered,  for  the  Stahl  name  dates 
pretty  far  back  into  history,  some  high  dignitaries  having 
been  noticed,  especially  in  connection  with  certain  valuable 
writing's,  such  as  Bible  Commentaries  and  other  Chinch  Lit¬ 
erature. 

Moreover,  for  nearly  twenty  years  past,  a  certain  branch 
of  the  Stahl  Family,  living  in  the  vicinity  ol  Fostoria,  Senec  a 
County,  Ohio,  has  held  annual  reunions  at  Meadowbrook 
Bark,  between  Fostoria  and  Tiffin.  But  here  also,  ii  has  not 
been  satisfactorily  established  that  that  family  and  ours  are 
closely  related,  although,  the  veteran  and  venerable*  patron, 
Noah  Stahl,  now  deceased,  has  included  in  his  list  of  family 
members,  some  of  the  names  of  our  immediate  family.  It  i> 
to  be  hoped  that  the  missing  link  may  sometime*  be  found, 
for  the  Fostoria  families  are  well  esteemed  and  honored  for 
their  high,  character  and  for  the  stations  in  life  they  Occupy. 

As  this  book  goes  to  print,  two  of  the  daughters  of  Jacob 
F.  and  Clara  (White)  Stahl,  are  returning  to  their  Missionary 
posts  in  the  country  of  China,  one  to  Peking,  the  Capital,  and 
the*  other  to  the  City  of  Tientsin;  while  a  third  sister  already 
in  the  field  is  counting  the  days  when  the*  three  shall  once 
again  be  happily  reunited  in  that  strange  and  far  off  land. 
Their  furlough  days  ended  all  too  soon  for  the  home  folks; 
but  the  thought  of  the  joy  that  awaits  the  three  when  they 
meet  again,  alleviates  the  pain  of  their  departing  from  the 
friends  at  home. 


And  now,  the  Historian  of  the  Stahl  Family,  would  ap¬ 
pend  a  final  word  of  appreciation  and  thanks  for  the  help 
and  support  that  has  been  given  him  in  his  efforts  to  compile 
tlu*  data  and  to  compose  the  biographical  notes  of  this  book. 
It  was  not  an  easy  task;  but  Ik*  found  great  pleasure  in  it, 
which  is  in  itself  a  great  reward.  1 1  is  regret  is,  that  he  was 
not  able  to  present  the  facts  in  a  more  eloquent  and  pleasing 
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style.  May  lie  be  permitted  in  closing — for  his  pen  will 
probably  lie  in  calm  repose  when  the  pages  of  this  book  are 
written — to  state  that  he  has  endeavored  to  serve  his  friends 
conscientiously,  and  always  with  the  hope  that  something 
might  be  written  that  should  inspire  our  friends  to  live  the 
lives  that  are  noblest  and  best.  His  hope  is  most  earnest  in 
this,  that  from  time  to  time  someone  in  our  growing  family 
may  arise  who  will  add  to  these  chapters  such  ideals  and 
data,  that  shall  keep  the  family  altars  burning  with  the  flame 
of  love  and  hope  and  courage,  of  ideal  and  sacrifice  for 
truth  and  humanity,  that  the  family  name  may  never  perish 
in  the  place  where  a  kindly  Providence  permitted  it  to  live 
and  add  its  quota  to  the  life  of  the  community — an  humble 
corner  in  the  Kingdom  of  our  God! 


NOTE: 


THE  POETRY  APPEARING 
WISE  DESIGNATED,  IS  FROM 


IN  THIS  VOLUME,  UNLESS  OTHER- 
THE  PEN  OF  THE  HISTORIAN. 

—A  FRIEND. 
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